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ORDER DISMISSING PETITION 
 

 
 

 James R. Ferrell is currently incarcerated at the Washington State Penitentiary in 

Walla Walla.  In this personal restraint petition, Ferrell complains about the books currently 

available at the penitentiary’s law library.  Ferrell also alleges that a court claimed to have 

no jurisdiction over the penitentiary.  This petition must be dismissed.1 

 First, Ferrell’s complaints regarding the law library are not appropriately the subject 

of a personal restraint petition.  To obtain relief through a personal restraint petition, 

petitioners challenging the conditions of their confinement must show they are being 

unlawfully restrained under RAP 16.4  In re Pers. Restraint of Williams, 198 Wn.2d 342, 

352, 496 P.3d 289 (2021).  RAP 16.4(c)(6) provides that restraint is unlawful if “[t]he 

conditions or manner of the restraint of petitioner are in violation of the Constitution of the 

United States or the Constitution or law of the State of Washington.”  Nothing about 

Ferrell’s complaints about the books in the law library implicates unconstitutional 

conditions of confinement.   

                                                 
1 Ferrell’s motion to appoint counsel is denied. 
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 Second, Ferrell’s claims regarding the statement by the “Walla Walla county 

courts” lacks a sufficient factual basis to show he is under unlawful restraint.  Although the 

petitioner is not required to present evidence, the petitioner “must state with particularity 

facts which, if proven, would entitle him to relief.”  In re Pers. Restraint of Rice, 118 Wn.2d 

876, 886, 828 P.2d 1086, cert. denied, 506 U.S. 958 (1992).  Bald assertions and conclusory 

allegations are not sufficient.  Id. at 886.  Ferrell does not state with particularity any factual 

allegations that identify or support a claim.   

 Accordingly, it is hereby 

 ORDERED that this petition is dismissed under RAP 16.11(b). 

      ______________________________ 
       Acting Chief Judge, Pro Tem 
 
cc: James R. Ferrell 
 Timothy N. Lang, Department Of Corrections 


