2022 AG REQUEST LEGISLATION

CREATING AN ALERT TO HELP LOCATE MISSING INDIGENOUS
WOMEN AND PEOPLE
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Indigenous women go missing in Washington State at rates higher than any other Rep. Debra Lekanoff, D-40

ethnic group.’ An accurate count of how many are affected is difficult, making the

scope of the problem uncertain. Additionally, indigenous women throughout the Office Contacts:

country experience a lack of media coverage and a disparity in information sharing Joyce Bruce
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) ) ) ) : B Joyce.Bruce@atg.wa.gov
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Immediate action is essential. Endangered adult and Amber alerts have proven to State of the Data on Violence
be effective tools to quickly find missing people and bringing them home safe. Silver :igallr(m I\IIAH'}en\C/\afm Indian ;réd 1
Alerts, for example, help to locate vulnerable adults diagnosed with Alzheimer’s aska Bative ‘omen anc Giris

) ] o ) . . (2021), https://www.ncai.org/
disease or other forms of dementia by broadcasting information on message signs, in ST R tEN e N LTI Cira

highway advisory radio messages and by providing information to local and regional BV ISR I T AN OIS
news agencies. VAWA Data Update 2021 FINAL.
pdf
3: Echo-Hawk, A., Dominguez,
A., Echo-Hawk, L., MMIWG: We
Demand More, Seattle, WA: Urban
Indigenous women go missing at a rate 4x higher | Indian Health Institute (2019),

than white women in Washington State.? https://www.uihi.org/resources/
mmiwg-we-demand-more/
4: Wisconsin: https://www.cbs58.

alert-program-has-96-percent-

° ° ° ° ° u -rate; Utah: h /[ [wWww.
What are other jurisdictions doing? e gt

This will be the country’s first alert system specifically for missing and murdered T N N —
Indigenous people. It can serve as a model for other states. 37 states, including system-has-helped-find-19-or-20-
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What does this legislation do? successt20rate
HB 1725 creates a Missing Indigenous Women and Persons Alert, patterned after
Silver Alerts. When activated, the alerts allow law enforcement to provide messages to
the public through press releases to regional media, radio stations and other outlets.
When enough information is provided, messages may also go up on the variable
message boards along highways.
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