2019 AG REQUEST LEGISLATION

INCREASING THE AGE OF SALE FOR TOBACCO AND VAPOR
PRODUCTS TO 21

See back page for list of
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Prime Sponsors:
Sen. Kuderer: D

- Sarah Stewart, former Mercer Island High School student, testifying to the House

Health Care & Wellness Committee 1/20/2016 Rep. Harris: R
Key Stats Office Contacts:
Unless there is a change in trajectory, tobacco Yasmin Trudeau
1 0 4 addiction will dramatically shorten the lives of Legislative Affairs Director

104,000 Washington kids alive today — which equals YasminC@atg.wa.gov
THOUSAND  nearly 30 busloads of kids in every legislative district.
Brittany Gregory
More than 95 percent of addicted smokers start before age 21.  Deputy Legislative Director
The primary source of tobacco products for underage smokers  BrittanyG@atg.wa.gov
are their 18 to 20 year old peers.

95

PERCENT

Additional Info:

These stats and more can be
found at tobacco21.org and
Washington21.org.

FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb has called youth use of
PE7RCZW e-cigarettes an “epidemic.” Youth e-cigarette use is up 77
percent from last year.

Six states and more than 360 cities and counties
3 6 O + across the United States have passed T21. 28 percent
e i of the U.S. population lives in a jurisdiction that has

passed T21.
Needham, Massachusetts showed a
48 36 45  48% drop in high school smoking rates
PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT/" after passing T21, a significant decline

relative to comparison communities.
In the year after implementation, Chicago found a 36% decrease in 18-
20 year olds that reported currently smoking cigarettes. In California,
statewide retailer violation rates to under 18 year-olds decreased from
10.3% to 5.7% since implementation of T21 - a 45% decrease.

2% / 25% The impact of T21 is small. Only 2
2 _ 25 _ percent of tobacco sales made in the U.S. go to
PERCENT PERCENT Y those under 21. And yet, the Institute of Medicine
predicted that T21 will result in a 15 percent
reduction in the youth smoking initiation rate, including a 25 percent
reduction in the initiation rate for 15-17 year olds.

2 8 ] Washington state spends $2.81 billion in annual health
B||..L| ON c&e costs directly caused by smoking.
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