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PUBLIC RECORDS EXEMPTIONS ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting 
December 6, 2007 

Olympia, Washington 
 
Members Present:  Chair Tom Carr, Vice Chair Tim Ford, Senator Pam Roach, Ken Bunting, Frank 
Garred, Ramsey Ramerman, Senator Adam Kline. 
 
Members Absent:  Representative Lynn Kessler, Patience Rogge, Representative Jay Rodne, Roselyn 
Marcus, John Hughes, and Candy Jackson. 
 

Staff present:  Jean Wilkinson, Counsel, and Cynthia Jordan (minute taking) 
 
Opening:  Chair Tom Carr called to order the meeting of the Public Records Exemptions Accountability 
Committee at 1:29 P.M. on December 6, 2007, at The Columbia Room, 416 Sid Snyder Avenue SW, 
Olympia, WA 98504. 
 
Approval of Agenda. 
Motion:  To adopt the agenda for the December 6th, 2007, Sunshine Committee Meeting.  Motion to 
approve made by Tim Ford. Motion seconded by Frank Garred. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Approval of Final Minutes for November 6th, 2007 Sunshine Committee Meeting. 
Motion:  Ken Bunting moved to adopt the minutes, seconded by Tim Ford. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Miscellaneous Business 
 
Schedule for future meetings - Discussion concerning adoption of a set schedule for the Sunshine 
Committee’s 2008 meetings.   
 
Motion:  Frank Garred made a motion to hold the regular meeting date of the Public Records 
Exemptions Accountability Committee for the 2nd Tuesday of each month, beginning at 9 a.m., in 
Olympia, building and room to be determined.  Motion seconded by Tim Ford. 
Discussion followed regarding scheduling conflicts with the legislative session.  Alternative days and/or 
times for February and March will be looked at separately at the January 8th, 2008 meeting.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion of members’ ideas for possible recommendations to Legislature.  

Frank Garred presented his two proposals for recommendations from the committee: ask the legislature to 
consider referring all future exemptions to a vote of the people; and  put the public records act intent and 
purpose into the preamble of the state constitution.  Mr. Garred will make a formal proposal when there 
are more committee members present.  Jean Wilkinson stated this proposal takes the committee outside 
the scope of the authority that was given to the committee in the bill; the authorizing legislation states that 
the committee is to review existing exemptions for purposes of making recommendations to amend, 
repeal, retain, or do sunset review.  There was discussion stating a constitutional amendment is not within 
the Committee’s mandate. Chair Carr tabled further discussion until the time that there are more 
committee members present.   
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Schedule of Exemptions - Chair Carr explained that this item was on the agenda in case anyone on the 
committee had any exemptions that they felt needed to be added for consideration.  Legislation required 
this committee to adopt a schedule of exemptions.  To date, the committee has used the spreadsheet of 
exemptions developed by legislative staff and moved four to the top of the list: ginseng growers/dealers 
exemption (RCW 42.56.380(6)); infant mortality review exemption - RCW 42.56.360(1)(f); applications 
for public employment exemption – RCW 42.56.250(2); and legislative records – RCW 42.56.020(2). 
 
Jean Wilkinson clarified that the committee decided to go through the list of exemptions that is in RCW 
order and organize them into subject matter clusters.  The committee gave first priority to agricultural 
exemptions, second priority to personal information and public employment applications, third priority to 
public transportation and utilities, and fourth priority to insurance and financial institutions.  In the next 
few weeks staff will start to identify and move individual RCW’s into those subject matter groups and 
pull together legislative history and case law.  Once this information is compiled it will be disseminated 
to the committee members.  
 
Motion:  Senator Roach made a motion to move the agenda item # 8 Legislative  
records – RCW 42.56.020(2), up so that it could be discussed now.  Tim Ford seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
There was discussion clarifying the committee’s agreement to wait until the Supreme Court cases are 
decided before consideration of this exemption.  There was discussion regarding the definition of an 
exemption that the committee passed in October.  Chair Carr agreed that further discussion would not be 
held until the four legislative members are present.   
 
Applications for public employment - RCW 42.56.250(2) 

Public Comment 
John Bosenberg, State Board for Community and Technical Colleges - Spoke in favor of retaining the 
exemption for applications for public employment.  There were questions from committee members 
Senator Roach and Ramsey Ramerman.  Lengthy committee discussion followed. 

Infant Mortality Review Exemptions – RCW 42.56.360(1)(f)  

Public Comment 
Kathy Carson, Public Health, Seattle and King County (email dated 12/4/07) -  Wrote in favor of keeping 
the exemption.  The email explains that in death reviews, staff from many agencies bring information to a 
joint meeting and discuss it; and each person takes that information away with them at the end of the 
meeting.  Many of the facts of the death are available from the separate agencies.  Data is entered in the 
state database without personal identifiers.  In order to have a thoughtful analysis that can lead to policy 
change, discussions need to be exempt; and as a practical matter, there is no identifiable record to release.  

Lengthy committee discussion followed.  Tim Ford volunteered to work on draft language for this 
exemption, Ramsey Ramerman offered his assistance.   

 

 

Ginseng growers/dealers exemption (RCW 42.56.380(6)) and other exemptions related to 
agricultural products  

Public Comment 
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No public comment.  

Lengthy committee discussion followed.  Frank Garred identified many questions he has about the Binder 
provided by the Department of Agriculture in November.  Mr. Garred will provide his questions to Chair 
Carr, who  will invite someone from the Department of Agriculture to attend the next committee meeting 
to address Mr. Garred’s requests for additional information.  

Chair Carr asked that “Schedule of Exemptions” be added to the January 2008 agenda. 

Chair Carr adjourned the meeting at 4:00  p.m.  

 

 

APPROVED:  January 8, 2008 


