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PUBLIC RECORDS EXEMPTIONS ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting 
May 12, 2009 

Olympia, Washington 
 
Members Present:  Chair Tom Carr, Senator Adam Kline, Senator Pam Roach, Tim 
Ford, Rowland Thompson, Ken Bunting, Frank Garred, Ramsey Ramerman 
 
Members Absent:  Representative Jay Rodne, Representative Lynn Kessler, Patience 
Rogge, Roselyn Marcus, Candy Jackson 
 
Staff present:  Jean Wilkinson, Mary Tennyson, Counsel; Nerissa Raymond, Staff 
Support 
 
1) Call to Order 

Chair Carr called to order the meeting of the Public Records Exemptions 
Accountability Committee at 9:17 a.m. on May 12, 2009, at the John A. Cherberg 
Building, Rooms ABC, Olympia, WA. 

 
 Chair Carr invited committee members and staff to introduce themselves. 
 
2) Adoption of Agenda 

Motion:  To adopt the agenda for the May 12, 2009, Sunshine Committee 
Meeting.  Moved by Mr. Kline, seconded by Mr. Ramerman, approved 
unanimously.  

 
3) Approval of Final Minutes for March 18, 2009 Sunshine Committee Meeting 

Moved by Mr. Ramerman, seconded by Mr. Ford, approved unanimously. 
 
4) Discussion of 2009 Bills – Senate Bills 5294 and 5295 
 Sen. Kline stated his view that the Senate didn’t feel a sense of urgency about 

enacting the Committee’s recommendations, and some had the opinion that the 
Legislature could review the exemptions. 

 Sen. Roach agreed that the Legislature was not ready to move forward. A May 
10 editorial gave a false impression that the committee is slow. 

 Chair Carr commended committee for meeting ten times versus the required four 
times; Mr. Ramerman concurred. 

  
5) RCW 42.56.010(2) Legislative Records 

 
Public Comment: 
 
Arthur West supports broadening the scope of records accessible to public. 
 
Following committee discussion, Chair Carr moved to table to July for possible 
vote, Sen. Kline seconded, three opposed, four in favor, motion to table passed. 
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6) Resolution submitted by Patience Rogge 

Mr. Thompson moved to wait until Ms. Rogge is present before discussing her 
proposed resolution.  Motion passed. 
 

7) Court Appointed Special Advocates 
Ms. Wilkinson provided some background relating to the committee’s 
consideration of this issue. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Kelly Stockman Reid, Executive Director, Washington State Association of 
CASA/GAL Programs, commented that: volunteers are already subject to 
extensive requirements and discipline, volunteers make recommendations to the 
courts but do not make decisions, and that financial disclosure and marital status 
are not relevant. 
 
Arthur West stated that there needs to be more disclosure. 
 
Chair Carr suggested tabling to next meeting.  Mr. Thompson motioned to table, 
one opposed, four in favor, two abstained, motion passed. 
 

8) Insurance Related Exemptions 
Ms. Wilkinson provided background, requested feedback on format. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Carol Sureau and Eric Mark, Office of the Insurance Commissioner, stated that: 
the Office is very active with public records requests; financial/market exam 
materials should be exempted; National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
provide model acts and that the State of Washington has used those models as 
basis for its laws, including exemptions from disclosure; NAIC accreditation is 
important and is a reason for Washington to adopt the model laws.  They have 
provided the committee with documents showing the rationale for the 
exemptions. 
 
Jeff Myers, Washington Cities Insurance Authority, recommends no change to 
the exemption in RCW 48.62.101(2). 
 
No committee discussion. 
 

9) RCW 42.56.330(7) – Personally identifying information of persons who use 
transponders and other technology to facilitate payment of tolls. 
 
Wilkinson provided re-cap of the background information. 
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Public Comment: 
 
Derek Goudriaan, Department of Licensing, noted that state has its own 
database. 
 
After committee discussion, Mr. Ramerman moved to retain the exemption, and 
Mr. Ford seconded.  Thereafter a friendly amendment was made to have 
legislature require annual reports of aggregate data.  Passed unanimously, 
including the friendly amendment. 

 
10) RCW 42.56.330(8) – Personally indentifying information on an ID card that 

contains a chip to facilitate border crossing. 
 

 Committee discussion was combined with agenda item no. 9.  Mr. Thompson 
 moved to retain, Mr. Ramerman seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
11) RCW 42.56.330(2) – Residential addresses and phone numbers in public utility 

records. 
 
RCW 42.56.335 – Law enforcement access to customer records held by a public 
utility district or municipality owned electrical utility. 
 
Mr. Thompson moved to accept 42.56.335 as written, Mr. Ford seconded, 
passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Thompson moved to defer 42.56.330(2) to the next meeting, Sen. Kline 
seconded, the motion passed. 

 
12) RCW 42.56.330(6) – Information obtained by governmental agencies and 

collected by the use of a motor carrier intelligent transportation system or 
comparable information equipment. 
 
Mr. Thompson moved to retain this exemption as currently written, 
Mr. Ramerman seconded, the motion passed unanimously. 

  
13) RCW 42.56.330(1) – Valuable commercial information, trade secrets, etc., 

supplied to the Utilities Transportation Commission. 
 

 RCW 80.04.095 – Utility records filed with the Utilities Transportation 
 Commission containing valuable commercial information. 
 
 
 
 
 Public Comment: 
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 Arthur West stated the current exemption is a little broad, and should be 
 properly narrowed. 
 

After committee discussion, Mr. Thompson proposed to defer to next meeting, 
and that he will draft a proposal.  Chair Carr agreed to put this exemption on the 
July agenda. 

  
Chair Carr adjourned the meeting at 12:47 p.m. 


