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now kept by the county auditors is sufficient by itself for the accomplishment
of these and many other public and private purposes, the proposed use of the
public record for purposes that in their nature and intent are not public, so as
to keep the veterans’ discharge papers from disclosure to those of ill intent,
causes concern among many segments of the population of this state.

In order to voice these concerns effectively and thoroughly, a working
group may be convened by the joint committee on veterans’ and military
affairs to develop a means to preserve the integrity of the public record while
protecting those veterans from identity theft." [2002 ¢ 224 § 1.]

LEffective date—2002 c 224 § 1: "Section 1 of this act is necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support
of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
immediately [March 28, 2002]." {2002 ¢ 224 § 4.]

Findings—Severability—Effective dates—2002 ¢ 205 §§ 2, 3, and 4:
See notes following RCW 28A.320.125.

Finding—2001 ¢ 98: "The legislature finds that public health and
safety is promoted when the public has knowledge that enables them to make
informed choices about their health and safety. Therefore, the legislature
declares, as a matter of public policy, that the public has a right to informa-
tion necessary to protect members of the public from harm caused by alleged
hazards or threats to the public. )

The legislature also recognizes that the public disclosure of those por-
tions of records containing specific and unique vulnerability assessments or
specific and unique response plans, either of which is intended to prevent or
mitigate criminal terrorist acts as defined in RCW 70.74.285, could have a
substantial likelihood of threatening public safety. Therefore, the legislature
declares, as a matter of public policy, that such specific and unique informa-
tion should be protected from unnecessary disclosure.” [2001 ¢ 98 § 1.]

Findings—Conflict with federal requirements—Severability—2000
¢ 134: See notes following RCW 50.13.060.

Referendum—Other legislation limited—Legislators’ personal
intent not indicated—Reimbursements for election—Voters’ pamphlet,
election requirements—1997 ¢ 220: See RCW 36.102.800 through
36.102.803.

Findings—Purpose—Severability—Part headings not law—1996 ¢
253: See notes following RCW 28B.109.010.

Finding—1991 ¢ 301: See note following RCW 10.99.020.
Exemptions from public inspection

basic health plan records: RCW 70.47.150.

bill drafting service of code reviser’s office: RCW 1.08.027, 44.68.060.

certificate submitted by individual with physical or mental disability seek-
ing a driver’s license: RCW 46.20.041.

commercial fertilizers, sales reports: RCW 15.54.362.

criminal records: Chapter 10.97 RCW.

employer information: RCW 50.13.060.

Samily and children’s ombudsman: RCW 43.064.050.

legislative service center, information: RCW 44.68.060.

medical quality assurance commission, reports required to be filed with:
RCW 18.71.0195.

organized crime investigative information: RCW 43.43.856.

public transportation information: RCW 47.04.240.

salary and fringe benefit survey information: RCW 41.06.160.

Additional notes found at www.leg. wa.gov

42,56.230 Personal information. The following per-
sonal information is exempt from public inspection and copy-
ing under this chapter:

(1) Personal information in any files maintained for stu-
dents in public schools, patients or clients of public institu-
tions or public health agencies, or welfare recipients;

(2) Personal information, including but not limited to,
addresses, telephone numbers, personal electronic mail
addresses, social security numbers, emergency contact and
date of birth information for a participant in a public or non-
profit program serving ot pertaining to children, adolescents,
or students, including but not limited to early learning or
child care services, parks and recreation programs, youth
development programs, and after-school programs. Emer-
gency contact information may be provided to appropriate
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authorities and medical personnel for the purpose of treating
the individual during an emergency situation;

(3) Personal information in files maintained for employ-
ees, appointees, or elected officials of any public agency to
the extent that disclosure would violate their right to privacy;

(4) Information required of any taxpayer in connection
with the assessment ot collection of any tax if the disclosure
of the information to other persons would: (a) Be prohibited
to such persons by RCW 84.08.210, 82.32.330, 84.40.020,
84.40.340, or any ordinance authorized under RCW
35.102.145; or (b) violate the taxpayet’s right to privacy or
result in unfair competitive disadvantage to the taxpayer;

(5) Credit card numbers, debit card numbers, electronic
check numbers, card expiration dates, or bank or other finan-
cial account numbers, except when disclosure is expressly
required by or governed by other law;

(6) Personal and financial information related to a small
loan or any system of authorizing a small loan in RCW
31.45.093; and

(7)(a) Documents and related materials and scanned
images of documents and related materials used to prove
identity, age, residential address, social security number, or
other personal information required to apply for a driver’s
license or identicard.

(b) Information provided under RCW 46.20.111 that
indicates that an applicant declined to register with the selec-
tive service system. [2011 ¢ 350 §2;2011¢ 173§ 1;2010¢c
106 § 102;2009 ¢ 510 § 8; 2008 ¢ 200 § 5; 2005 ¢ 274 § 403.]

Reviser’s note: This section was amended by 2011 ¢ 173 § 1 and by
2011 ¢ 350 § 2, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2011 ¢ 350: See note following RCW 46.20.111.

Effective date—2010 ¢ 106: See note following RCW 35.102.145.

Effective date—2009 ¢ 510: See RCW 31.45.901.

Finding—Intent—Liberal construction—2009 ¢ 510: See note fol-
lowing RCW 31.45.010.

42.56.240 Investigative, law enforcement, and crime
victims. The following investigative, law enforcement, and
crime victim information is exempt from public inspection
and copying under this chapter:

(1) Specific intelligence information and specific inves-
tigative records compiled by investigative, law enforcement,
and penology agencies, and state agencies vested with the
responsibility to discipline members of any profession, the
nondisclosure of which is essential to effective law enforce-
ment or for the protection of any person’s right to privacy;

(2) Information revealing the identity of persons who are
witnesses to or victims of crime or who file complaints with
investigative, law enforcement, or penology agencies, other
than the commission, if disclosure would endanger any per-
son’s life, physical safety, or property. If at the time a com-
plaint is filed the complainant, victim, or witness indicates a
desire for disclosure or nondisclosure, such desire shall gov-
ern. However, all complaints filed with the commission
about any elected official or candidate for public office must
be made in writing and signed by the complainant under oath;

(3) Any records of investigative reports prepared by any
state, county, municipal, or other law enforcement agency
pertaining to sex offenses contained in chapter 9A.44 RCW
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or sexually violent offenses as defined in RCW 71.09.020,
which have been transferred to the Washington association of
sheriffs and police chiefs for permanent electronic retention
and retrieval pursuant to RCW 40.14.070(2)(b);

(4) License applications under RCW 9.41.070; copies of
license applications or information on the applications may
be released to law enforcement or corrections agencies;

(5) Information revealing the identity of child victims of
sexual assault who are under age eighteen. Identifying infor-
mation means the child victim’s name, address, location,
photograph, and in cases in which the child victim is a rela-
tive or stepchild of the alleged perpetrator, identification of
the relationship between the child and the alleged perpetrator;

(6) The statewide gang database referenced in RCW
43.43.762;

(7) Data from the electronic sales tracking system estab-
lished in RCW 69.43.165;

(8) Information submitted to the statewide unified sex
offender notification and registration program under RCW
36.28A.040(6) by a person for the purpose of receiving noti-
fication regarding a registered sex offender, including the
person’s name, residential address, and e-mail address; and

(9) Personally identifying information collected by law
enforcement agencies pursuant to local security alarm system
programs and vacation crime watch programs. Nothing in
this subsection shall be interpreted so as to prohibit the legal
owner of a residence or business from accessing information
regarding his or her residence or business. [2012 ¢ 88 § 1.
Prior: 2010 ¢ 266 § 2;2010 ¢ 182 § 5; 2008 ¢ 276 § 202; 2005
c 274 § 404.]

Severability—Part headings, subheadings not law—2008 ¢ 276: Sce
notes following RCW 36.28A.200.

42.56,250 Employment and licensing, The following
employment and licensing information is exempt from public
inspection and copying under this chapter:

(1) Test questions, scoring keys, and other examination
data used to administer a license, employment, or academic
examination;

(2) All applications for public employment, including
the names of applicants, resumes, and other related materials
submitted with respect to an applicant;

(3) The residential addresses, residential telephone num-
bers, personal wireless telephone numbers, personal elec-
tronic mail addresses, social security numbers, and emer-
gency contact information of employees or volunteers of a
public agency, and the names, dates of birth, residential
addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal wireless
telephone numbers, personal electronic mail addresses, social
security numbers, and emergency contact information of
dependents of employees or volunteers of a public agency
that are held by any public agency in personnel records, pub-
lic employment related records, or volunteer rosters, or are
included in any mailing list of employees or volunteers of any
public agency. For purposes of this subsection, "employees"
includes independent provider home care workers as defined
in RCW 74.39A.240;

(4) Information that identifies a person who, while an
agency employee: (a) Seeks advice, under an informal pro-
cess established by the employing agency, in order to ascer-
tain his or her rights in connection with a possible unfair
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practice under chapter 49.60 RCW against the person; and (b)
requests his or her identity or any identifying information not
be disclosed;

(5) Investigative records compiled by an employing
agency conducting an active and ongoing investigation of a
possible unfair practice under chapter 49.60 RCW or of a
possible violation of other federal, state, or local laws prohib-
iting discrimination in employment;

(6) Criminal history records checks for board staff final-
ist candidates conducted pursuant to RCW 43.33A.025;

(7) Except as provided in *RCW 47.64.220, salary and
benefit information for maritime employees collected from
private employers under *RCW 47.64.220(1) and described
in *RCW 47.64.220(2); and

(8) Photographs and month. and year of birth in the per-
sonnel files of employees and workers of criminal justice
agencies as defined in RCW 10.97.030. The news media, as
defined in RCW 5.68.010(5), shall have access to the photo-
graphs and full date of birth. For the purposes of this subsec-
tion, news media does not include any person or organization
of persons in the custody of a criminal justice agency as
defined in RCW 10.97.030. [2010¢ 257 § 1;2010c 128§ 9;
2006 ¢ 209 § 6; 2005 ¢ 274 § 405.]

Reviser’s note: *(1) RCW 47.64.220 was repealed by 2010 ¢ 283 § 20.

(2) This section was amended by 2010 ¢ 128 § 9 and by 2010 ¢ 257 §
1, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are incorporated in

the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For rule of construc-
tion, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

42.56.260 Real estate appraisals. Except as provided
by chapter 8.26 RCW, the contents of real estate appraisals,
made for or by any agency relative to the acquisition or sale
of property, until the project or prospective sale is abandoned
or until such time as all of the property has been acquired or
the property to which the sale appraisal relates is sold, are
exempt from disclosure under this chapter. In no event may
disclosure be denied for more than three years after the
appraisal. [2005 ¢ 274 § 406.]

42,56.270 Financial, commercial, and proprietary
information. The following financial, commercial, and pro-
prietary information is exempt from disclosure under this
chapter:

(1) Valuable formulae, designs, drawings, computer
source code or object code, and research data obtained by any
agency within five years of the request for disclosure when
disclosure would produce private gain and public loss;

(2) Financial information supplied by or on behalf of a
person, firm, or corporation for the purpose of qualifying to
submit a bid or proposal for (a) a ferry system construction or
repair contract as required by RCW 47.60.680 through
47.60.750 or (b) highway construction or improvement as
required by RCW 47.28.070;

(3) Financial and commercial information and records
supplied by private persons pertaining to export services pro-
vided under chapters 43.163 and 53.31 RCW, and by persons
pertaining to export projects under RCW 43.23.035;

(4) Financial and commercial information and records
supplied by businesses or individuals during application for
loans or program services provided by chapters 43.325,
43.163, 43.160, 43.330, and 43.168 RCW, or during applica-~
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