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My purpose in writing to you is to seek your office's assistance in providing better 
clarity for my constituents and Washington state's law-abiding firearms owners 
while promoting public safety in the form of a formal opinion. I am sure you will 
agree that a vital component of public safety is for law-abiding gun owners to use 
safe and reliable firearms to avoid firearms-related accidents that may result in 
injury or death. Fortunately, accidental firearms deaths are at their lowest level 
since recordkeeping began in 1903 and now constitute less than 1% of all 
accidental deaths, according to the National Safety Council 
(https:Hin'uryfacts.nsc.org/home-and-community/safety-topics/guns/data- 
details/). 

By enacting RCW 9.41.113(4)(f)) the legislature seems to have understood and 
appreciated the importance of gun owners keeping and using safe, properly 
functioning firearms. I am seeking a legal opinion and interpretation of what is 
meant by the underdefined term "federally licensed gunsmith" and that it means a 
manufacturer, importer, dealer or other person that licensed by the federal 
government pursuant to the Gun Control Act (18 U.S.C. § 923). 

RCW 9.41.113 (4)(f) allows a consumer to directly deliver a firearm to a "federally 
licensed gunsmith" for the sole purpose of service or repair and for the "federally 
licensed gunsmith" to return the firearm directly to the consumer. RCW 9.41.010 
does not define "federally licensed gunsmith." The term "federally licensed 
gunsmith" is not contained in the Gun Control Act (18 U.S.C. §921(a)). Federal 
licenses are issued to a "manufacturer" an "importer" and a "dealer". (18 U.S.C. 
§922(a); §921(a)). Manufacturers, dealers and some importers have been 
providing warranty repair and servicing of firearms, see e.g. Beretta U.S.A. 
Corp. https://www.berettasupport.com/service/pg  servicecenters.htm; Smith & 
Wesson https://www.smith-wesson.com/customer-service/shipping-returns. Many 
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dealers also provide gunsmithing services. These businesses employ individuals 
to perform repair and service to firearms who are commonly called "gunsmiths." 
The Merriman-Webster dictionary definition of gunsmith is "one who designs, 
makes, or repairs small firearms". Dictionary.com  has defined such a person as 
"a person who makes or repairs firearms". 

The question must be asked, is a manufacturer, importer, dealer or other 
"person" holding a federal firearms license issued pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 923 
who engages in the repair and servicing of firearms a "federally licensed 
gunsmith" as that term is used in RCW 9.41.113(4)(f)? 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated to help avoid any confusion 
and to advance public safety. I look forward to receiving your response in the 
near future. 

Sincerely yours, 

JO ATHAN L. MEYER 
Prosecuting Attorney 
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