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INSTAGRAM FACEBOOK TWITTER

NEWS GET INVOLVED GALLERY ABOUT US SHOP CONTRIBUTE

-  D E C E M B E R  0 7 ,  2 0 1 5  -

DONALD J. TRUMP STATEMENT ON 
PREVENTING MUSLIM IMMIGRATION

(New York, NY) December 7th, 2015, -- Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and 

complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's 

representatives can figure out what is going on. According to Pew Research, 

among others, there is great hatred towards Americans by large segments of the 

Muslim population. Most recently, a poll from the Center for Security 

Policy released data showing "25% of those polled agreed that violence against 

Americans here in the United States is justified as a part of the global jihad" and 51% 

of those polled, "agreed that Muslims in America should have the choice of being 

governed according to Shariah." Shariah authorizes such atrocities as murder 

against non-believers who won't convert, beheadings and more unthinkable acts 

that pose great harm to Americans, especially women.

Mr. Trump stated, "Without looking at the various polling data, it is obvious to 

anybody the hatred is beyond comprehension. Where this hatred comes from and 

why we will have to determine. Until we are able to determine and understand this 

problem and the dangerous threat it poses, our country cannot be the victims of 

horrendous attacks by people that believe only in Jihad, and have no sense of 

reason or respect for human life. If I win the election for President, we are going to 

Make America Great Again." - Donald J. Trump

Next Release: Donald J. Trump Announces State Directors in Massachusetts and 

Mississippi

Previous Release: Donald J. Trump Announces Statewide Leadership Team in 

Oklahoma
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Post Politics

Donald Trump says he is 
not bothered by 
comparisons to Hitler

By By Jenna JohnsonJenna Johnson December 8, 2015December 8, 2015

Editor's note: This story is from 2015.Editor's note: This story is from 2015.

The comparison between Donald Trump and Hitler is being made more and more frequently -- including on The comparison between Donald Trump and Hitler is being made more and more frequently -- including on 

the cover of Tuesday's Philadelphia Daily News -- but the Republican front-runner said Tuesday that the the cover of Tuesday's Philadelphia Daily News -- but the Republican front-runner said Tuesday that the 

comparison doesn't bother him.comparison doesn't bother him.

"You're increasingly being compared to Hitler," ABC News' George Stephanopoulos said during an interview "You're increasingly being compared to Hitler," ABC News' George Stephanopoulos said during an interview 

with Trump on "Good Morning America" Tuesday. "Does that give you any pause at all?"with Trump on "Good Morning America" Tuesday. "Does that give you any pause at all?"

"No," Trump responded, "because what I am doing is no different than what FDR -- FDR's solution for "No," Trump responded, "because what I am doing is no different than what FDR -- FDR's solution for 

Germans, Italians, Japanese, you know, many years ago."Germans, Italians, Japanese, you know, many years ago."

Stephanopoulos jumped in as Trump kept talking: "So you're for internment camps?"Stephanopoulos jumped in as Trump kept talking: "So you're for internment camps?"

"This is a president who is highly respected by all," Trump said of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. "He did the "This is a president who is highly respected by all," Trump said of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. "He did the 

same thing -- if you look at what he was doing, it was far worse."same thing -- if you look at what he was doing, it was far worse."

[[ This is what happens when Donald Trump attacks a private citizen on TwitterThis is what happens when Donald Trump attacks a private citizen on Twitter]]

Trump's answer was confusing and meandering but he seemed to be making the point that during times of Trump's answer was confusing and meandering but he seemed to be making the point that during times of 

war, more extreme measures must be used.war, more extreme measures must be used.

Donald Trump says he is not bothered by comparisons to Hitler - The Washington Post
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"We are now at war," Trump said. "We have a president that doesn't want to say that, but we are now at war.""We are now at war," Trump said. "We have a president that doesn't want to say that, but we are now at war."

"I've got to press you on that, sir,"Stephanopoulos said. "So you're praising FDR there, I take it you're "I've got to press you on that, sir,"Stephanopoulos said. "So you're praising FDR there, I take it you're 

praising the setting up of internment camps for Japanese during World War II?"praising the setting up of internment camps for Japanese during World War II?"

"No, I'm not," Trump responded. "No, I'm not. No, I'm not.""No, I'm not," Trump responded. "No, I'm not. No, I'm not."

Trump then rattled off the numbers of some of the presidential proclamations Roosevelt issued "having to do Trump then rattled off the numbers of some of the presidential proclamations Roosevelt issued "having to do 

with alien Germans, alien Italians, alien Japanese."with alien Germans, alien Italians, alien Japanese."

"They went through a whole list of things -- they couldn't go five miles from their homes, they weren't "They went through a whole list of things -- they couldn't go five miles from their homes, they weren't 

allowed to use radios, flashlights," Trump said. "Take a look at what FDR did many years ago, and he's one of allowed to use radios, flashlights," Trump said. "Take a look at what FDR did many years ago, and he's one of 

the most highly respected presidents... They named highways after him."the most highly respected presidents... They named highways after him."

Stephanopoulos responded: "You want to bring back policies like that?"Stephanopoulos responded: "You want to bring back policies like that?"

After a pause, Trump responded: "No, I don't to bring it back, George. At all. I don't like doing it at all. It's a After a pause, Trump responded: "No, I don't to bring it back, George. At all. I don't like doing it at all. It's a 

temporary measure until our representatives, many of whom are grossly incompetent, until our temporary measure until our representatives, many of whom are grossly incompetent, until our 

representatives can figure out what's going on."representatives can figure out what's going on."

Local Politics AlertsLocal Politics Alerts

Breaking news about local government in D.C., Md., Va.Breaking news about local government in D.C., Md., Va.
Sign up

Jenna Johnson is a political reporter who covers the White House. She spent more than than a 
year writing about Donald Trump's presidential campaign, traveling to 35 states to attend more 
than 170 political rallies and interview hundreds of Trump supporters.  Follow @wpjenna

Donald Trump says he is not bothered by comparisons to Hitler - The Washington Post
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Orlando Shooting: Read Donald Trump's Speech | Time.com

http://time.com/4367120/orlando-shooting-donald-trump-transcript/[1/29/2017 7:56:40 PM]

DONALD TRUMP

Read Donald Trump's Speech on the Orlando Shooting
Ryan Teague Beckwith
Updated: Jun 13, 2016 8:36 PM Pacific

TRUMP: (OFF-MIKE) This was going to be a speech on Hillary Clinton and all of the bad things

and we all know what's going on, and especially how poor she'd do as president in these very,

very troubled times of radical Islamic terrorism.

TRUMP: Even her former Secret Service agent, who's seen her under pressure and in times of

Donald Trump addressed the shooting at a gay club in Orlando in a prepared speech

Monday, calling for suspending immigration from countries with a history of terrorism.

Here is a full transcript of his remarks, as given.



Trump Pushes Muslim Ban After Orlando Shooting

Read Donald Trump's Speech on the Orlando Shooting
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stress, has stated that she lacks the temperament and integrity to be our president. There will be

plenty of opportunity to discuss these important issues at a later time, and I will deliver that

speech very, very soon.

But today, there's only one thing to discuss, the growing threat of terrorism inside of our borders.

The attack on the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida, was the worst terror strike on our soil since

September 11th, and the worst mass shooting in our country's history.

So many people -- it's just hard to believe, but just so many people dead, so many people gravely

injured, so much carnage, such a disgrace. The horror is beyond description. The families of these

wonderful people are totally devastated, and they will be forever. Likewise, our whole nation and

indeed the whole world is devastated.

We express our deepest sympathies to the victims, the wounded, and their families. We mourn as

one people for our nation's loss, and pledge our support to any and all who need it. I would like to

ask now that we all observe a moment of silence for the victims of this attack.

Thank you. Our nation stands together in solidarity with the members of Orlando's LGBT

community. They have been through something that nobody could ever experience. This is a very

dark moment in America's history. A radical Islamic terrorist targeted the nightclub, not only

because he wanted to kill Americans, but in order to execute gay and lesbian citizens, because of

their sexual orientation.

It's a strike at the heart and soul of who we are as a nation. It's an assault on the ability of free

people to live their lives, love who they want, and express their identity. It's an attack on the right

of every single American to live in peace and safety in their own country.

We need to respond to this attack on America as one united people, with force, purpose, and

determination. But the current politically correct response cripples our ability to talk and to think

and act clearly. We're not acting clearly, we're not talking clearly, we've got problems.

If we don't get tough, and if we don't get smart, and fast, we're not going to have our country

anymore. There will be nothing, absolutely nothing, left. The killer, whose name I will not use, or

ever say, was born in Afghan, of Afghan parents, who immigrated to the United States.

His father published support for the Afghan Taliban, a regime which murders those who don't

share its radical views, and they murdered plenty. The father even said he was running for

president of Afghanistan. The bottom line is that the only reason the killer was in America in the

first place, was because we allowed his family to come here.

That is a fact, and it's a fact we need to talk about. We have a dysfunctional immigration system,

which does not permit us to know who we let into our country, and it does not permit us to protect

our citizens properly. We have an incompetent administration.

And if I'm elected president, that will not change, I will tell you, that will not change over the next

four years. We have an administration that will not change. But if I get in there, it's going to

change, and it's going to change quickly. We're going from totally incompetent to just the

opposite, believe me.

(APPLAUSE)

TRUMP: Thank you.
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With 50 people dead and perhaps more ultimately and dozens more wounded, we cannot afford to

talk around issues anymore. We have to address these issues head-on. I called for a ban after San

Bernardino and was met with great scorn and anger but now many years and I have to say many

years but many are saying that I was right to do so. And although the pause is temporary we must

find out what is going on. We have to do it.

It will be lifted -- this ban -- when and as a nation we're in a position to properly and perfectly

screen these people coming into our country. They're pouring in and we don't know what we're

doing. The immigration laws of the United States give the president powers to suspend entry into

the country of any class of persons. Now, any class -- it really is determined and to be determined

by the president for the interests of the United States. And it's as he or she deems appropriate.

Hopefully it's he in this case.

(APPLAUSE)

Thank you. I will use this power to protect the American people. When I'm elected I will suspend

immigration from areas of the world where there's a proven history of terrorism against the United

States, Europe or our allies until we fully understand how to end these threats. After a full ...

(APPLAUSE)

Thank you.

And by the way we have no choice. After a full and partial and long -- really long overdue

security assessment we will develop a responsible immigration policy that serves the interests and

values of America.

(APPLAUSE)

We cannot continue to allow thousands upon thousands of people to pour into our country many

of whom have the same thought process as this savage killer. Many of the principles of radical

Islam are incompatible with Western values and institutions.

(APPLAUSE) Remember this, radical Islam is anti-woman, anti-gay and anti- American.

(APPLAUSE)

I refuse to allow America to become a place where gay people, Christian people, Jewish people

are targets of persecution and intimation by radical Islamic preachers of hate and violence.

(APPLAUSE)

This is not just a national security issue. It's a quality of life issue. If we want to protect the quality

of life for all Americans -- women and children, gay and straight, Jews and Christians and all

people then we need to tell the truth about radical Islam and we need to do it now.

(APPLAUSE)

We need to tell the truth also about how radical Islam is coming to our shores. And it's coming ...

(APPLAUSE)

With these people, folks, it's coming. We're importing radical Islamic terrorism into the West

through a failed immigration system and through an intelligence community held back by our

president. Even our own FBI director has admitted that we cannot effectively check the

backgrounds of people we're letting into America. All of the September 11th hijackists were

issued visas. Large numbers of Somali refugees in Minnesota have tried to join ISIS.
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The Boston bombers came here through political asylum. The male shooter in San Bernardino

again whose name I will not mention was the child of immigrants from Pakistan and he brought

his wife, the other terrorist from Saudi Arabia through another one of our easily exploited visa

programs.

(APPLAUSE)

TRUMP: Immigration from Afghanistan into the United States has increased nearly five fold --

five fold in just one year. According to Pew Research, 99 percent of the people in Afghanistan

support oppressive sharia law. We admit many more, and that's just the way it is. We admit many

more from other countries in the region.

And I'll tell you what: They share these oppressive views and values. We want to remain a free

and open society. Then, and if we do, then we have to control our borders. We have to control,

and we have to control them now, not later. Right now.

(APPLAUSE)

Thank you.

Yet Hillary Clinton, for months, and despite so many attacks, repeatedly refused to even say the

words radical Islam until I challenged her yesterday. And, guess what, she will probably say them.

She sort of has said them, but let's see what happens. She really has no choice, but she doesn't

want to.

However, she's really been forced, and she has been forced to say these words. She supports, and

the reason is, she supports so much of what is wrong, and what is wrong with this country, and

what's going wrong with our country and our borders. She has no clue, in my opinion, what

radical Islam is and she won't speak honestly about it if she does, in fact, know. She's in total

denial, and her continuing reluctance to ever name the enemy broadcasts weakness across the

entire world -- true weakness.

I don't know if you know this, but just a few weeks before San Bernardino, the slaughter, that's all

it was was a slaughter, Hillary Clinton explained her refusal to say the words "radical Islam."

Here is what she said, exact quote, "Muslims are peaceful and tolerant people, and have nothing

whatsoever to do with terrorism." That is Hillary Clinton.

So, she says the solution is to ban guns. They tried that in France which has among the toughest

gun laws anywhere in the world, and 130 people were brutally murdered by Islamic terrorists in

cold blood. Her plan is to disarm law abiding Americans, abolishing the Second Amendment, and

leaving only the bad guys and terrorists with guns. No good. Not going to happen, folks. Not

going to happen. Not going to happen. (APPLAUSE)

Thank you.

She wants to take away American's guns and then admit the very people who want to slaughter us.

Let them come into the country, we don't have guns. Let them come in, let them have all the fun

they want.

I will be meeting with the NRA, which has given me their earliest endorsement in a presidential

race, to discuss how to ensure Americans have the means to protect themselves in this age of

terror. I will be always defending the Second Amendment.
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(APPLAUSE)

Thank you. Thank you.

The bottom line is that Hillary supports policies that bring the threat of radical Islam into

American and allow it to grow oversees, and it is growing. In fact, Hillary Clinton's catastrophic

immigration plan will bring vastly more radical Islamic immigration into this country, threatening

not only our society but our entire way of life. When it comes to radical Islamic terrorism,

ignorance is not bliss. It's deadly -- totally deadly.

The Obama administration, with the support of Hillary Clinton and others, has also damaged our

security by restraining our intelligence gathering and we have, just, no intelligence gathering

information. We need this information so badly, and he stopped it. We don't have the support. We

don't have the support of the law enforcement system because Obama is not letting them do their

job. They are not being allowed to do their job. And, they can do it well -- better than anybody.

We need a new leader. We need a new leader fast.

(APPLAUSE)

TRUMP: Thank you.

They have put political correctness above common sense, above your safety, and above all else. I

refuse to be politically correct.

(APPLAUSE)

I want to do the right thing. I want to straighten things out and I want to make America great

again.

(APPLAUSE)

The days of deadly ignorance will end, and they will end soon if I'm elected. As president I will

give our intelligence community, law enforcement and military the tools they need to prevent

terrorist attacks. They don't have those tools now.

(APPLAUSE)

We need an intelligence gathering system second to none. Second to none. That includes better

cooperation between state, local and federal officials, and with our allies, very importantly. I will

have an Attorney General, a Director of National Intelligence and a Secretary of Defense who'll

know how to fight a war on radical Islamic terrorism.

(APPLAUSE)

And they will have the support that they need to get the job done right, not like it is right now. It's

not right.

(APPLAUSE)

We also must ensure the American people are provided the information they need to understand

the threat. The Senate subcommittee on Immigration has already identified hundreds of

immigrants charged with terrorist activities inside the United States since September 11th. Nearly

a year ago, the Senate Subcommittee asked President Obama's Department of Justice, State and

Homeland Security to provide the immigration history of all terrorists inside the United States.

These Departments refused to comply. Nobody even knows why. They refused to comply.

President Obama must release the full and complete immigration histories of all individuals
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implicated in terrorist activities of any kind since September 11th. So important. The public has a

right to know how these people got here, how they came on to this great land, why are they here?

(APPLAUSE)

We have to screen applicants to know whether they are affiliated with or supporting radical

groups and beliefs, very simple. We have to control the amount of future immigration into this

country and we have to prevent large pockets of radicalization from forming inside America. Not

complicated.

(APPLAUSE)

Every - and just think of this. Take a look. Every single event, even a single individual can be

devastating, and all you have to do is take a look at what happened in Orlando and what happened

in other cases. Just a single event. And just one person. Can you imagine what they'll do in large

groups, which we're allowing now to come here.

Truly our President doesn't know what he's doing. He's failed us and he's failed us badly. Under

his leadership this situation will not get any better, it will only get worse. And I've been saying

that for a long time. Each year the United States permanently admits 100,000 immigrants from the

Middle East and many more from Muslim countries outside of the Middle East. Our government

has been admitting ever- growing numbers, year after year, without any effective plan for our own

security.

In fact, Clinton's State Department was in charge of admissions and the admissions process for

people applying to enter from overseas. Having learned nothing from these attacks, she now plans

to massively increase admissions without a screening plan including a 500 percent increase in

Syrian refugees coming into our country. Tell me, tell me - how stupid is that?

This could be a better, bigger, more horrible version than the legendary Trojan Horse ever was.

Altogether, under the Clinton plan, you'd be admitting hundreds of thousands of refugees from the

Middle East with no system to vet them, or to prevent the radicalization of the children and their

children. Not only their children, by the way, they're trying to take over our children and convince

them how wonderful ISIS is and how wonderful Islam is and we don't know what's happening.

TRUMP: The burden is on Hillary Clinton to tell us why she believes immigration from these

dangerous countries should be increased without any effective system to really to screen. We're

not screening people.

So why don't we have an effective screening system? We don't. We're being laughed at all over

the world. The burden is on Hillary Clinton to tell us why we should admit anyone into our

country who supports violence of any kind against gay and lesbian Americans. The burden is on

Hillary Clinton to tell us how she will pay for it, her plan will cost hundreds of billions of dollars

long term.

Wouldn't this be money better spent rebuilding America for our current population including the

many poor people already living here. We have cities, we have inner cities...

(APPLAUSE)

We have poverty all over and this is how we're spending billions of dollars. We have to stop the

tremendous flow of Syrian refugees into the United States. We don't know who they are, they

Case 2:17-cv-00141-JLR   Document 18-3   Filed 02/01/17   Page 7 of 10



Orlando Shooting: Read Donald Trump's Speech | Time.com

http://time.com/4367120/orlando-shooting-donald-trump-transcript/[1/29/2017 7:56:40 PM]

have no documentation and we don't know what they're planning and we won't unless we have

proper supervisor and proper leadership in which case they're out of here. What I want...

(APPLAUSE)

What I want is common sense. I want a mainstream immigration policy that promotes American

values. That's a choice I put before the American people. A mainstream immigration policy

designed to benefit America or Hillary Clinton's radical immigration policy designed to benefit

politically correct special interests. That's all it is. We've got to get smart and tough and vigilant

and we've got to do it now because later is too late -- going to be too late for our country.

The media talks about home grown terrorism but Islamic radicalism and that's a very, very

important term -- a term that the president refuses to use and the networks that nurture it are

imports from overseas whether you like it or whether you don't like it. Yes, there are many

radicalized people already inside our country as a result of poor policies of the past.

But the whole point is that we will be much, much and it will be easier to deal with our current

problem if we don't keep on bringing people who add to the problem. And that's what they're

doing. We're letting all of these people -- hundreds of thousands of people come in and all they're

doing is adding to this incredible problem we have.

For instance, the controversial mosque attended by the Boston bombers had at its founder and as

its founder an immigrant from overseas charged in an assassination plot. This shooter and

amazingly in Orlando was the child of an immigrant father who supported one of the most

repressive regimes on earth. Why would we admit people who support violent hatred?

Hillary Clinton can never claim to be a friend of the gay community as long as she continues to

support immigration policies that bring Islamic extremists to our country and who suppress

women, gays and anyone who doesn't share their views or values.

(APPLAUSE)

She can't have it both ways. She can't claim to be supportive of these communities while trying to

increase the number of people coming in who want to oppress these same communities. How does

this kind of immigration make our lives better? How does this kind of immigration make our

country better? Why does Hillary Clinton want to bring people in in vast numbers who reject our

values? Why? Explain.

Ask yourself who is really the friend of women and the LGBT community, Donald Trump with

actions or Hillary Clinton with her words?

TRUMP: I will tell you who the better friend is and some day I believe that will be proven out

bigly (ph).

(APPLAUSE)

And by the way the LGBT community is just -- what's happened to them is just so sad and to be

thinking about where their policies are currently with this administration is a disgrace to that

community, I will tell you right now.

Clinton wants to allow radical Islamic terrorists to pour into our country. They enslave women,

and they murder gays. I don't want them in our country.

(APPLAUSE)
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Immigration is a privilege, and we should not let anyone into this country who doesn't support our

communities. All of our communities, every single one of them. Americans already admitted four

times more immigrants than any country on Earth, anybody in the world. Four times more. At

least, because we don't even know who's coming in. And we continue to admit millions more with

no real checks or scrutiny.

Not surprisingly, wages for our workers haven't budged. In almost 20 years. You wonder why we

get the crowds, you wonder why we get this tremendous support, you wonder why I've gotten

more votes than any Republican in any primary in the history of the Republican Party? Take a

look at that. Take a look at your security, take a look at the wages. For 18 years they've been

stagnant, they've even gone down.

So whether it's a matter of national security, or financial security, we can't afford to keep on going

like this. Cannot afford it. We owe $19 trillion in debt. And no longer have any options. Our

communities from all backgrounds are ready for some relief. This is not an act of offense against

anyone. It's really an act of defense. I want us all, all of us, to work together. We have to form a

partnership, with our Muslim communities. We have Muslim communities in this country that are

great, and we have to form that partnership.

Now, the Muslim community, so important. They have to work with us. They have to cooperate

with law enforcement and turn in the people who they know are bad. They know it. And they have

to do it, and they have to do it forthwith. I want to fix our schools. I want to fix our bridges. And

our jobs market, we're going to have it rocket again, we're going to make great trade deals. But I

want every American to succeed including Muslims.

But the Muslims have to work with us. They have to work with us. They know what's going on.

They know that he was bad. They knew the people in San Bernardino were bad. But you know

what? They didn't turn them in. And you know what? We had death, and destruction.

Hillary Clinton wants to empty out the Treasury to bring people into the country that include

individuals who preach hate against our citizens. I want to protect our citizens, all of our citizens.

The terrorist attack on Pulse nightclub demands a full and complete investigation into every single

aspect of the assault. In San Bernardino, as an example, people who knew what was going on,

they knew exactly, but they used the excuse of racial profiling for not reporting it. They said oh,

"We thought so but we didn't want to use racial profiling." Which was probably an excuse given

to them by their lawyer, so they don't get in trouble.

We need to know what the killer discussed with his relatives, parents, friends and associates. We

need to know if he was affiliated with any radical mosques or radical activists and what, if any, is

their immigration status. We have to know, and we have to know fast. We need to know if he

traveled anywhere and who he traveled with. We need to know, and we need to make sure, every

single last person involved in this plan, including anyone who knew something but didn't tell us, is

brought to justice, so when people know what's going on and they don't tell us, and we have an

attack, and people die, these people have to have consequences. Big consequences.

(APPLAUSE)

America must do more -- much more -- to protect its citizens, especially people who are potential
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victims of crimes based on their backgrounds or sexual orientation, as you just saw in Orlando.

TRUMP: It also means we must change our foreign policy. The decision to overthrow the regime

in Libya, then pushing for the overthrow of the regime in Syria, among other things, without plans

for the day after, have created space for ISIS to expand and grow like nobody has ever seen

before.

These actions, along with our disastrous Iran deal, have also reduced our ability to work in

partnership with our Muslim allies in the region. That is why our new goal must be to defeat

Islamic terrorism not nation building. No more nation building. It's never going to work.

And by the way we've spent almost $5 trillion over the years on trying to nation build in the

Middle East and it has been complete and total disaster. We're further away now than we were 15

years ago. For instance, the last major NATO mission was Hillary Clinton's war in Libya. That

mission helped to unleash ISIS on a new continent.

I've said NATO need to change its focus and stop terrorism. We have to focus on terrorism and

we have to stop terrorism. Since I've raised that criticism and it's OK. I've gotten no credit for it

but these are minor details -- NATO has since announced a new initiative -- front page of the Wall

Street Journal four days ago focused on just that. America must unite the whole civilized world in

the fight against Islamic terrorism.

(APPLAUSE)

Pretty much like we did with communism during the Cold War. We tried it President Obama's

way, doesn't work. He gave the world his apology tour. We got ISIS and many other problems in

return. That's what we got. Remember the famous apology tour. We're sorry for everything.

I'd like to conclude my remarks today by again expressing our solitarily with the people of

Orlando who have come under this horrific attack. When I'm president I pledge to protect and

defend all Americans who live inside our borders. Wherever they come from, wherever they were

born, I don't care. All Americans living here and following our laws not other laws will be

protected.

(APPLAUSE)

Thank you. Thank you. We're going to be tough and we're going to be smart and we're going to do

it right. America will be a tolerant and open society. America will also be a safe society. We will

protect our borders at home. We will defeat ISIS overseas. We have no choice. We will ensure

every parent can raise their children in peace and safety. We will make America rich again. We

will make America safe again. We will make America great again. Thank you. Thank you very

much. Thank you very much.

(APPLAUSE)

Thank you. Thank you very much, everybody. Appreciate it. Thank you.

SPONSORED STORIESby
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Meet the Press - July 24, 2016
Meet the Press - July 24, 2016 

CHUCK TODD: 

This Sunday, the Democratic National Convention gets underway here in Philadelphia, after a raucous and unpredictable Republican 
convention. That ended with the nomination of Donald Trump. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I am with you, I will fight for you, and I will win for you. 

CHUCK TODD: 

This morning, my sit-down with Donald Trump on his convention speech. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

The only negative reviews were a little dark. 

CHUCK TODD: 

On whether he's backing off on his Muslim band. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I actually don't think it's a pull-back. In fact, you could say it's an expansion. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And on Hillary Clinton's choice of Tim Kaine. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Tim Kaine was a slap in the face to Bernie Sanders. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Plus Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine hit the road in Florida. 

HILLARY CLINTON: 

Tim Kaine is everything Donald Trump and Mike Pence are not. 

CHUCK TODD: 

But some Bernie Sanders supporters are criticizing the Kaine pick as a sellout to moderates. I'll talk to Sanders and get his reaction to 
that and to the DNC Wikileaks e-mail release. Joining me for insight and analysis are MSNBC's Rachel Maddow, former chairman of 
the RNC, Michael Steele, NBC News Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent, Andrea Mitchell, and host of Hardball and Philadelphia 
hometown boy, Chris Matthews. Trump, Sanders and reactions to the new Democratic ticket. Welcome to Sunday, in a special edition 
of Meet the Press at the Democratic National Convention. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Good Sunday morning. We are at the Wells Fargo Center here in South Philadelphia, home of the NBA 76ers and the NHL Broad 
Street Bullies, the Fliers. Democrats have begun to arrive, along with a pretty bad heat wave. And beginning tomorrow, they will gather 
to officially nominate Hillary Clinton as their presidential candidate. 
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Yesterday in Miami, Clinton was joined by her new running mate, Senator Tim Kaine of Virginia, in an upbeat event that was notable 
simply by the contrast to the disorganized rollout of Donald Trump's running mate a week earlier, Mike Pence. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

SEN. TIM KAINE: 

Hillary Clinton, she doesn't insult people, she listens to them. What a novel concept, right? She doesn't trash our allies, she respects 
them. And she'll always have our backs, that is something I am rock solid sure of. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

We will get to reaction to the new Democratic ticket later in the show, including my interview with Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont 
in a moment. But first, we're going to talk also about Sanders, about those Wikileaks emails and what they may say about DNC 
favoritism towards Hillary Clinton. But we begin with the man who has now taken control of the Republican Party. It's nominee Donald 
Trump. 

I traveled to Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey, sort of his weekend getaway, last night for a face-to-face interview 
since dropping the word "presumptive," it's his first one, from the nominee title. We touched on so much: Tim Kaine, Trump's tax 
returns, his proposed restrictions on Muslim immigration and why he says he alone can fix the country's problems. But I began by 
asking him how it feels to be the Republican nominee for president of the United States. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Well, it really feels great. And we really have a very unified party, other than a very small group of people that, frankly, lost. And we 
have a very unified party. You saw that the other night with the love in the room, and the enthusiasm in the room. The enthusiasm, 
there are people that say they have never seen anything like what was going on in that room, especially Thursday night. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Let me tell you, you bring up Thursday night, I've got to ask you about your entrance. Before we get serious here. That Monday night 
entrance was something else. I know you've gotten a lot of feedback on it. How'd you come up with it? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I think I'm a little bit lucky, and a couple of people had that idea and I went along with the idea. And everything just worked right. And it 
was so good that they wanted to do it on Thursday night. I said, "Never in a million years, because you'll never get it that way again." 

CHUCK TODD: 

I don't think I've seen that even on WWE. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Yeah, I know. Well, Vince is a good friend of mine. He called me, he said, "That was a very, very good entrance." But I didn't want to 
do it a second time, because, you know, it never works out the second time. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right, let's go into the speech. I want to put some meat on the bones. But first, let's talk about, you've seen some of the positive 
reviews, some of the negative reviews. Some of the negative has been that it was a little dark-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

That's the only thing that-- 
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CHUCK TODD: 

--that there wasn't enough optimism in it. What would you say? It's not Morning in America. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Yeah. 

CHUCK TODD: 

What would you say to that? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Well, I think the only negativity, and, you know, the hate, I call them the haters, and that's fine. But the only negative reviews were, "A 
little dark." And the following day, they had another attack, and then today you see what happened in Afghanistan with many, many 
people killed. 

They have no idea how many, so many killed. Yesterday it was Munich. And you know, I know they're saying, "Maybe it wasn't 
terrorism. Maybe it was just a crazy guy." But in the meantime he's screaming, "Allahu Akbar," as he's shooting people, so, you know, 
we'll see how that turns out. And all of a sudden people are saying, "Maybe it wasn't dark at all." But the only thing that some people 
said, "It was a little dark. It was a little bit tough." 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you think it was a little dark? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

No, oh, I thought it was very optimistic. To me, it was an optimistic speech, because-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

What makes it optimistic in your view? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Because we're going to stop the problems. We're going to stop the problems. In other words, sure, I talk about the problems, but we're 
going to solve the problems. 

CHUCK TODD: 

One of the phrases you used, "I alone can fix it." And to some people, that sounded almost too strong-mannish for them. Do you 
understand that criticism and what do you make of it? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I'll tell you, part of it was I'm comparing myself to Hillary. And we know Hillary, and we look at her record. Her record has been a 
disaster. And I am running against Hillary. It's not like I'm running against the rest of the world. I know people that are very, very 
capable that could do a very good job, but they could never get elected. 

I can tell you right now. I can give you ten names of people that would do an extraordinary job, but there's no way they could ever get 
elected. They wouldn't know where to begin. It wouldn't be for them. But for governing, they would be good. I'm running and, you 
know, against one person. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You said there would be consequences for any company that tried to move a factory out. What-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 
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Absolutely, so simple-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

--what is the consequence? Let's start with, you bring up Carrier a lot. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

It's so simple-- 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

Right, I understand that. But explain the consequences-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Okay, here's the consequence-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

What would it be? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

So Carrier comes in, they announce they're moving to Mexico, they fire all their people in Indiana, and they say, "Hi, well, here we are 
in Mexico, you know, enjoy your plant, enjoy the rest of your life," and you hire people from Mexico, okay? Now they make their 
product and they put it into the United States. 

Well, we will have a very strong border, by the way, but they put it into the United States and we don't charge them tax. There will be a 
tax to be paid. If they're going to fire all their people, move their plant to Mexico, build air conditioners, and think they're going to sell 
those air conditioners to the United States, there's going to be a tax. 

CHUCK TODD: 

What kind of tax are you thinking? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

It could be 25 percent. It could be 35 percent. It could be 15 percent. I haven't determined. And it could be different for different 
companies. We have been working on trying to stop this government, because we don't know what we're doing. And not only Obama, 
they've been trying to stop this from before Obama. But they don't know. You know, they've done, they've tried lower interest loans, 
they've tried zero interest loans, these guys-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Well, some of these things aren't going to get through the World Trade Organization. There's-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

It doesn't matter. Then we're going to renegotiate or we're going to pull out. These trade deals are a disaster, Chuck. World Trade 
Organization is a disaster. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know the concern on some of this-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

NAFTA is a disaster-- 
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CHUCK TODD: 

-- is that it would rattle the world economy. Look what Brexit did to the world economy. Investors got rattled. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

What did it do? What did it do? 

CHUCK TODD: 

Now you-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

The stock market's higher now than it was when it happened. And by the way, I'm the only one of all of these people at the higher level 
of the wonderful world of politics, I'm the only one that said, "Brexit's going to happen." Remember, I was asked the question. I said, 
"Yeah, I think they're going to approve it. I think they want independence. I don't think they want people pouring into their country." And 
I was-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

You're not worried about, you think a fractured Europe is good for America? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

No, no. But we're spending a lot of money on Europe. Don't forget, Europe got together, why, primarily did they get together? So that 
they could beat the United States when it comes to making money, in other words, foreign trade-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Economic-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Okay? And now we talk about Europe like it's so wonderful. Hey, I love Europe, I have property in Europe. I'm just saying, the reason 
that it got together was like a consortium so that it could compete with the United States-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

So what you're saying is all this stuff is good for America, even if it's not good for Europe? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Look, you take a look at Airbus. They make more planes now than Boeing, okay? They got together, all of these countries got together 
so that they could beat the United States. Okay, so we're in competition. So you know, we're in competition in one way, we're helping 
them in another way. It is so messed up. 

CHUCK TODD: 

The Muslim ban. I think you've pulled back from it, but you tell me. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

DONALD TRUMP: 

We must immediately suspend immigration from any nation that has been compromised by terrorism until such time as proven vetting 
mechanisms have been put in place. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 
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This feels like a slight rollback-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I don't think that's-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Should it be interpreted-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I don't think so. I actually don't think it's a rollback. In fact, you could say it's an expansion. I'm looking now at territories. People were 
so upset when I used the word Muslim. Oh, you can't use the word Muslim. Remember this. And I'm okay with that, because I'm 
talking territory instead of Muslim. 

But just remember this: Our Constitution is great. But it doesn't necessarily give us the right to commit suicide, okay? Now, we have a 
religious, you know, everybody wants to be protected. And that's great. And that's the wonderful part of our Constitution. I view it 
differently. 

Why are we committing suicide? Why are we doing that? But you know what? I live with our Constitution. I love our Constitution. I 
cherish our Constitution. We're making it territorial. We have nations and we'll come out, I'm going to be coming out over the next few 
weeks with a number of the places. And it's very complex-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Well I was just going to say-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

--we have problems in Germany and we have problems with France-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

I was just going to ask that. Will this limitt-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

You know, so it's not just the countries with-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

--would this limit immigration from France? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

What we're going to have is a thing called-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

They've been compromised by terrorism. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

They have totally been. And you know why? It's their own fault. Because they allowed people to come into their territory-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

So you would toughen up. You're basically saying, "Hey, if the French want to come over here, you've got to go through an extra 
check." 
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DONALD TRUMP: 

It's their own fault, because they've allowed people over years to come into their territory. And that's why Brexit happened, okay? 
Because the U.K. is saying, "We're tired of this stuff, what's going on, we're tired of." But listen to this-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

You could get to the point where you're not allowing a lot of people to come into this country from a lot of places. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Maybe we get to that point. Chuck, look what's happening. Look at what just took place in Afghanistan, where they blow up a whole 
shopping center with people, they have no idea how many people were even killed. Happened today. So we have to be smart and we 
have to be vigilant and we have to be strong. We can't be the stupid people-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

So France, Germany, Spain-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Here's my plan-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

--places that have been compromised? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

--here is what I want: Extreme vetting. Tough word. Extreme vetting. 

CHUCK TODD: 

What does that look like? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Tough. We're going to have tough standards. And if a person can't prove-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Give me one. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

--that they're from an area, and if a person can't prove what they have to be able to prove, they're not coming into this country. And I 
would stop the Syrian migration and the Syrian from coming into this country in two seconds. Hillary Clinton wants to take 550 percent 
more people coming in from that area than Barack Obama. I think she's crazy. I think she's crazy. We have no idea who these people 
are for the most part, and you know, because I've seen them on different shows-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

--but more importantly, I've read about it. I study it. There is no way that you can vet some of these people. There is no way. Law 
enforcement officials, I've had them in my office. I've talked to them. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Page 7 of 29nbcnews.com

1/29/2017http://www.nbcnews.com/pages/print

Case 2:17-cv-00141-JLR   Document 18-4   Filed 02/01/17   Page 8 of 30



You realize some of these folks have nowhere to go? They're truly victims of this civil war, what do you do with them? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

We will help them and we will build safe havens over in Syria, and we will get Gulf States-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

We, the United States are going to build these safe havens? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

We, the United States, we'll get Gulf States to pay for it, because we right now, we're going to have $21 trillion very soon, trillion, in 
debt. We will do safe havens and safe zones in Syria and we will get nations that are so wealthy that are not doing anything. They're 
not doing much. They have nothing but money. And you know who I'm talking about, the Gulf States. And we will get them to pay for it. 
We would lead it. I don't want to pay because our country is going down the tubes. We owe too much money. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right. Let me move to something with NATO. Mitch McConnell said this about your NATO remarks in the New York Times. He said 
it was a rookie mistake, and that once you, let me finish the comment here. "It's a rookie mistake, and it proves that Trump needs 
people like us around to help steer him in the right direction on some basic things." 

DONALD TRUMP: 

He's 100 percent wrong. Okay? He's 100 percent wrong if he said that. I didn't hear he said that-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

He did say it. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Okay, fine, fine-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

New York Times-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

If he said that, he's 100 percent wrong. And frankly it's sad. We have NATO, and we have many countries that aren't paying for what 
they're supposed to be paying, which is already too little, but they're not paying anyway. And we're giving them a free ride or giving 
them a ride where they owe us tremendous amounts of money. And they have the money. But they're not paying it. You know why? 
Because they think we're stupid-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

So Estonia is paying, and if they get invaded by Russia, you're there? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I feel differently. I feel very differently-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

But if a country's not doing -- Britain hasn't done the two percent. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Page 8 of 29nbcnews.com

1/29/2017http://www.nbcnews.com/pages/print

Case 2:17-cv-00141-JLR   Document 18-4   Filed 02/01/17   Page 9 of 30



We have countries that aren't paying. Now, this goes beyond NATO, because we take care of-- we take care of Japan, we take care of 
Germany, we take care of South Korea, we take care of Saudi Arabia, and we lose on everything. We lose on everything. If Mitch 
McConnell says that, then he's wrong. 

So all I'm saying is they have to pay. Now, a country gets invaded, they haven't paid, everyone says, "Oh, but we have a treaty." Well, 
they have a treaty too. They're supposed to be paying. We have countries within NATO that are taking advantage of us. With me, I 
believe they're going to pay. And when they pay, I'm a big believer in NATO. 

But if they don't pay, we don't have, you know, Chuck, this isn't 40 years ago. This isn't 50 years ago. It's not 30 years ago. We're a 
different country today. We're much weaker, our military is depleted, we owe tremendous amounts of money. We have to be 
reimbursed. We can no longer be the stupid country. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

When we come back, what Donald Trump says about David Duke, Bernie Sanders, and whether he really plans to spend millions for 
the sole purpose of defeating Ted Cruz and John Kasich. Sanders about Trump and about his reaction to Tim Kaine becoming Hillary 
Clinton's running mate. We're in Philadelphia, site of the Democratic National Convention. Stay with us. 

***COMMERCIAL BREAK*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

Such a beautiful city here. Welcome back. More now of my interview with Donald Trump at The Trump National Golf Club in 
Bedminster, New Jersey. And since we had a limited amount of time, I ended up speeding things up by asking Trump for some quick 
reaction to simply some very prominent names in the news. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

I'm just going to literally throw out a name and you'll know the question I'm asking. Bernie Sanders. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Great respect for what he's done. He is being taken advantage of, and frankly, the system was rigged, and I'm the first one to say it 
was rigged against him. And by the way-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

You took after him. You took after him. You said for supporting Hillary Clinton, you think he needs to-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Well, I'm not a fan of Bernie Sanders. But I am a fan of one thing that he talks about: Trade. He is the only one on that side that 
understands trade. Now, he can't do anything about it because that's not his thing. But he has been gamed. He has been, it's a rigged 
system against him. And what happened with the choice of Tim Kaine was a slap in the face to Bernie Sanders and everybody. I was 
shocked. I love it from my standpoint, I love-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Why do you love the Kaine pick? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Well, first of all, he took over $160,000 of gifts. And they said, "Well, they weren't really gifts, they were suits and trips and lots of 
different things," all for 160-- 

CHUCK TODD: 
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Legal, legal in the state of Virginia. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Bob McDonnell-- I believe it was Bob McDonnell, in the meantime, he had to go to the United States Supreme Court to get out of going 
to jail-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Well, they proved to quid pro quo-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

--for taking a fraction of what-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

They proved quid pro quo on that one. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Excuse me, Bob McDonnell took a fraction of what Kaine took. And I think, to me, it's a big problem. Now, how do you take all these 
gifts? Hundreds of thousands of dollars. The other thing about him, he's bought and owned by the banks. And the third thing, he's in 
favor of TPP and every other trade deal that he's ever looked at. And that means he wants people not to work. 

Now, he's going to change his tune. And I understand he's now going to say, "I'm against TPP." Hillary Clinton was totally in favor of 
TPP, which is the job killer, right? So was he. When she watched me on your show and other shows, all of a sudden she changed, 
because she knows she can't win that in a debate. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right. Ted Cruz, I'm going to amend it, are you really going to fund a super PAC to help defeat him-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Well, it's not the number one thing on my mind. Look, what's on my mind is beating Hillary Clinton. What's on my mind is winning for 
the Republican Party. With that being said, yeah, I'll probably do a super PAC, you know, when they run against Kasich, for $10 million 
to $20 million, against Ted Cruz. And maybe one other person that I'm thinking about-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Who's that other one person? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

--but I won't tell you that. I mean, he's actually such a small person, I hate to give him the publicity. But yes, I will probably do that at 
the appropriate at time. But I'm not going to do that until-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Oh, give me the small person here. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

No, no, don't worry about it. We'll give it to you another time. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right, let me ask you about this one. David Duke announced his Senate candidacy claiming your agenda for his own, or essentially 
saying, "Glad that you spoke out." 
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DONALD TRUMP: 

Are you ready, before you ask the question? 

CHUCK TODD: 

Newt Gingrich said, "Every Republican should repudiate this guy no matter what it takes"-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I did. And I do. Are you ready? I want-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Would you support a Democrat over David Duke if that was what was necessary to defeat him? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I guess, depending on who the Democrat, but the answer would be yes. Look, the answer is, as quick as you can say it. In fact, I went 
to answer you before you-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Because last time with another person in your position, I did it very quickly. And they said, "He didn't do it fast enough." Rebuked. Is 
that okay? Rebuked, done-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Rebuked, done. Okay. Tax returns. A lot of conspiracy theories are being out there about why-- what's in your tax returns. You would 
get rid of all these conspiracy theories tomorrow-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Let me tell you-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Probably make people look silly-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Let me tell you. Let me give you a little lesson on tax returns. First of all, you don't learn very much from a tax return. I put in to the 
federal elections group 100 and some-odd pages of my financials. It showed, as you know, that I'm much wealthier than anybody even 
understood, okay? Tremendous cash, tremendous assets, tremendous all that stuff. Okay, that's it. I'm going through a routine audit. 
Just a routine audit, and I've had it for I think 14 years, 13 years-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Why? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Every year they audit me. It's routine government. I would never give my tax returns until the audit's finished. But remember this: Mitt 
Romney, four years ago, was under tremendous pressure to give his tax returns. And he held it and held it and held it, and he fought it, 
and he, you know, he didn't do too well, okay? But he didn't do anything wrong on his taxes. When he gave his tax returns, people 
forget, not now. He gave them in September, before the election-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

So you still might release them-- 
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DONALD TRUMP: 

No, wait a minute, wait a minute. When he did, and his tax returns are a tiny peanut compared to mine, they went through his tax 
returns. And they found one little sentence, another little-- there was nothing wrong. And they made him look bad. In fact I think he lost 
his election because of that. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Because of the tax returns? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

I think he lost. And I'll tell you why: He didn't do anything wrong. Mitt Romney did nothing wrong. But they would take out of, his 
weren't too big. Have you ever seen mine with the picture, they're like this high? 

CHUCK TODD: 

I have seen that picture, yes. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Okay, so they took his tax return and they found a couple of little things. Nothing wrong, just standard. And they made him look very 
bad, very unfair. But with all that said, I'd love to give them, but I'm under audit. When the audit's finished I'll give them. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Finally, Roger Ailes. Is he helping you? Is he advising you? 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Well, I don't want to comment. But he's been a friend of mine for a long time, and I can tell you that some of the women that are 
complaining, I know how much he's helped them. And even recently, and when they write books that are fairly recently released, and 
they say wonderful things about him. 

And now all of a sudden they're saying these horrible things about him. It's very sad. Because he's a very good person. I've always 
found him to be just a very, very good person. And by the way, a very, very talented person. Look what he's done. So I feel very badly. 
But a lot of people are thinking he's going to run my campaign. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Yeah, well-- 

DONALD TRUMP: 

My campaign's doing pretty well. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Mr. Trump, until we meet again. 

DONALD TRUMP: 

Thank you very much-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Thank you for your time, sir, appreciate it. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 
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Up next, the man who had hoped to be the candidate being nominated by Democrats right here in Philadelphia this week, Senator 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont. What does he think of those leaked DNC e-mails? We'll get his first comments since it happened. We're 
going to be right back in just a minute. 

***COMMERCIAL BREAK*** 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

Tremendous shots there of a beautiful city. Welcome back. It's not the kind of thing you want happening days before your convention. 
This weekend, Wikileaks released nearly 20,000 emails sent and received by members of the Democratic National Committee, some 
of which seem to confirm what a lot of people had suspected, that the DNC was playing favorites with Hillary Clinton over Bernie 
Sanders. 

It appears Wikileaks either stole these emails or got them from a source. Remember, the DNC was hacked a few months ago. Among 
the emails was one from the DNC's Chief Financial Officer Brad Marshall that was looking ahead to the contests in Kentucky and West 
Virginia in early May. While not mentioning Sanders specifically by name, the email appeared to question Sanders' faith. 

He wrote this, quote: "Does he believe in a god? I think I read he is an atheist. This could make several points difference with my 
peeps. My Southern Baptist peeps would draw a big difference between a Jew and an atheist." Well, Sanders has long believed that 
DNC Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz was in Clinton's corner the whole campaign. Well, he joins me now. Senator Sanders, 
welcome back to Meet the Press. 

And I should note that you talked about your belief in God last fall in an interview, I think, with your hometown paper there, so want to 
get that out of the way. So let me start with this question questioning your faith. Brad Marshall apologized on Facebook. Has anyone 
apologized to you personally? And what is your response to this entire discussion? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Well, no, nobody has apologized to me. And as you just mentioned, this really does not come as a shock to me or my supporters. 
There is no question but the DNC was on Secretary Clinton's side from day one. We all know that. And I think, as I have said a long 
time ago, that the time is now for Debbie Wasserman Schultz to step aside, not only for these issues. 

We need a Democratic Party that is open, that's going to bring young people and working people into it, that is going to stand up and 
take on the big money interests and fight for working families. I don't think Debbie has been that type of leader. So I would hope, and I 
said this many months ago, that she would-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Right. 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

--step aside, we would have new leadership. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And do you think it needs to happen now, today, before the start of the convention? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Well-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Would that help calm some of your supporters down? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 
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Well, I think what is already happening is that it's clear she is not going to be speaking to the convention. That is the right thing. I think 
right now what we have got to focus on as Democrats is defeating perhaps the worst Republican candidate that I have seen in my 
lifetime. Donald Trump would be a disaster for this country. He must be defeated. 

We've got to elect Secretary Clinton on every single issue: fighting for the middle class on health care, on climate change, is a far, far 
superior candidate to Trump. That's where I think the focus has got to be. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you believe that the DNC's apparent favoritism cost you this race? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Well, I think you-- there are a lot of reasons why one loses. We started off 50 points behind Secretary Clinton. We had the opposition 
of virtually the entire Democratic leadership in every state in this country. And by the way, in terms of media, we did not get the kind of 
media attention that somebody like a Donald Trump got, because media is not necessarily interested in the issues facing the middle 
class, more interested in attacks in personality. So I think there were a lot of reasons. 

But I will tell you this, Chuck, from the bottom of my heart, I am extraordinarily proud of the campaign that we ran. The issues that we 
raised, the fact that we got 13 million Americans to vote for a political revolution. People who know the economy is rigged in favor of 
big money, people who know that our middle class continues to decline and we have to go outside of establishment politics and 
economics, people who know that we need to reform a broken criminal justice system and we need comprehensive immigration 
reform. 

The people-- what we did in our campaign is bring people together to say, "You know what? This country, our government, belongs to 
all of us and not just a few." So I am very proud of the campaign we ran and the supporters that came on board. 

CHUCK TODD: 

So just to sum up here, these leaks, these emails, it hasn't given you any pause about your support for Hillary Clinton? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

No, no, no. We are going to do everything that we can to protect working families in this country. And again, Chuck, I know media is 
not necessarily focused on these things. But what a campaign is about is not Hillary Clinton, it's not Donald Trump. It is the people of 
this country, people who are working longer hours for lower wages, people who do not have health care or are underinsured. 

Hillary Clinton and I have worked together on a higher education proposal which will guarantee free tuition in public colleges and 
universities for every family in this country making $125,000 a year or less. We're going to fight for paid family and medical leave. 
Those are the issues that the American people want to hear discussed, and I'm going to go around the country discussing them and 
making sure that Hillary Clinton is elected president. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, The Green Party presumptive nominee, Jill Stein, put out a release yesterday about the emails. And she said this: 
"Democratic Party elites have been caught red-handed, sabotaging a grassroots campaign that tried to bring huge numbers of young 
people, independents and non-voters into their party. Instead, they have shown exactly why America needs a new major party, a truly 
democratic party for the people." Are you going to urge your supporters not to support Jill Stein and try to thwart her efforts to recruit 
your supporters? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Well, you know, let me just say this. As the longest serving Independent in the history of the United States Congress, as somebody 
who came into office by defeating an incumbent Democratic mayor in Burlington, Vermont, I know something about third party politics. 
And I respect Jill. 
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But right now, the focus, to my mind, is to make sure that Donald Trump does not become president of the United States. I think by 
temperament he is unqualified to be president. I think his views-- you have a guy who's running for president who rejects science, 
doesn't even believe climate change is real, let alone wants to do something about it, wants to give hundreds of billions of dollars in tax 
breaks to the top two-tenths of one percent. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Let me ask you-- 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

So my job right now is to see that Donald Trump is defeated, Hillary Clinton is elected. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, he makes a big deal out of the fact that you and he agree on one big issue, and that is trade deals, that these trade deals 
have been bad for the country. And he basically says that Clinton and Kaine, as a ticket, aren't-- that their opposition, for instance, the 
TPP as sort of Johnny-come-lately, that it can't be trusted, and that Sanders supporters should support Trump if they care about trade. 
What do you say to that? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Well, I think in terms of who can be trusted, I think the evidence is clear that there has been no candidate that I have ever seen who 
lies more often than does Donald Trump. I mean and that's just not me saying it, that's what any independent media analysis has 
shown. So in terms of trust, you really can't trust a word, I think, that Mr. Trump has to say. 

In terms of the TPP, it is no secret. I think our trade policies, for many, many years, have been a disaster. They have benefited 
corporate America at the expense of working people. Secretary Clinton has come out in opposition to the TPP, does not want to see it-
- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Right. 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

--appear in the lame duck Congress. That's my view, as well. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, some of your supporters are disappointed in the pick of Tim Kaine, that he's not progressive enough. I know Tim Kaine 
called you after he was picked. Do you consider Tim Kaine a progressive? And are you happy with this pick? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Look, you know, the pick is Secretary Clinton's. I've known Tim Kaine for a number of years. We've served in the Senate together, 
obviously. Tim is a very, very smart guy. He's a very nice guy. His political views are not my political views. He is more conservative 
than I am. Would I have preferred to see somebody like an Elizabeth Warren selected by Secretary Clinton? Yes, I would have. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And then finally, do you feel as if, that you, when you got Glass-Steagall, I wanted to ask about this, because it looks like the one thing 
that both parties may agree on in their platforms is putting-- is being in favor of reinstating Glass-Steagall. Does this mean we will see 
that happen in the next Congress? 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Well, I'm going to do everything that I can to make it happen. You know, when we talk about our campaign, one of the things that we 
have been able to do, Chuck, is create the most progressive Democratic platform in the history of the Democratic Party, and that 
includes breaking up the large Wall Street banks and reestablishing Glass-Steagall. 
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I think the American people understand that we cannot continue to have a handful of reckless, irresponsible banks often acting 
illegally, that something has to happen. They have to be broken up. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right, Senator Bernie Sanders. The big speech is tomorrow night. We'll be waiting for you here in a very, very hot Philadelphia, over 
100 degrees. 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Okay. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Senator Sanders, thanks for coming on. Good to see you, sir. 

BERNIE SANDERS: 

Thank you very much. 

CHUCK TODD: 

When we come back, reaction to Hillary Clinton's choice of Tim Kaine as a running mate, who showed why he might have appeal, 
unique appeal, to a very important voting bloc. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

SEN. TIM KAINE: 

Aprendilo valores de mi pueblo--faith, familia, y trabajo. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD 

And we'll be back in a moment from Philadelphia with this great panel. Rachel Maddow, Michael Steele, Andrea Mitchell, and Chris 
Matthews. Stay tuned. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

And we'll be back in a moment from Philadelphia with this great panel, Rachel Maddow, Michael Steele, Andrea Mitchell, and Chris 
Matthews. Stay tuned. 

***COMMERCIAL TAPE*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

We are back. So much to talk about already. Our panel is here, Rachel Maddow, host of The Rachel Maddow Show on MSNBC, 
former chairman of the Republican National Committee, Michael Steele, he's sort of the fish out of water here in Philadelphia. Andrea 
Mitchell, NBC News, Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent, host, of course, of Andrea Mitchell Reports on MSNBC. And a Philadelphia 
native himself, Mr. Brotherly Love Chris Matthews, host of Hardball-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Mr. Brotherly Love? 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

And sisterly affection. 
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CHUCK TODD: 

--Sisterly affection here for the Penn grad. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And-- this morning by the way we have new pictures of Tim Kaine walking into church this morning in Richmond, Virginia. He now 
realizes, and now his parish is realizing, what it's like to have Secret Service following around a member of the parish there. All right. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Know what his Secret Service name is going to be yet? 

CHUCK TODD: 

What do we think the code name should be? 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

But we're not sure-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Well, the big joke was that if you're boring enough, your Secret Service name is Tim Kaine. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Ooh. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Right? That-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Those are old Johnny Carson and Jay Leno, Al Gore jokes-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right, you guys are having already too much fun. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Sorry, sorry. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Let me just throw it out here. We heard what Bernie Sanders said about Tim Kaine. It was, that was tougher than I expected. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

"His politics are not my politics." 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

That's really -- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

"He does not share my political views." That's an aggressive take from Bernie. I'm not surprised. Bernie's an aggressive politician. And 
I think when Senator Sanders speaks at the DNC, I think everybody's going to be on the edge of their seat. I think that he is not going 
to pull a Ted Cruz because he's already made an endorsement. 
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CHUCK TODD: 

Well, he said, "I'm for Hillary," and he was tough on Trump. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. And but he doesn't relish going after Trump. He likes going after the Democratic Party to try to move the Democratic Party. 
That's his target, always has been. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

It's still obvious, he's not 'Feeling the Bern' for Hillary. And that was very obvious. And when you asked about the trust question, he 
didn't say he trusted Hillary Clinton. He said he didn't trust Donald Trump. So the reality of it is there's still some tension there that 
Bernie is reflecting among his supporters. And it was evident there. I mean-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

He's got a mission that's bigger than one election. He always has. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

That's true. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And in fact, he could quiet the march that is planned to go from the center of Center City, and Rittenhouse Square all the way down at 
Independence Hall. This march is going to disrupt the city today, no matter how peaceful, because this is a city, in 100-degree heat, 
that is planning for a convention. And it's going to be a very large outpouring. He also said-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

And by the way, the hotter it is, the crankier people will be. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Yeah. And he also says that Tim Kaine doesn't share his politics, not only that, but that he would have preferred Elizabeth Warren. He 
made it very clear; Tim Kaine is a nice guy, but he's not endorsing or embracing someone who Hillary Clinton -- 

CHUCK TODD: 

There's a painful look in your face, Chris. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

--called Tim Kaine a progressive. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

He didn't get to pick. Hillary Clinton did. And I've watched Hillary Clinton. I've watched a lot of politicians over the years. You can tell 
when they're actually happy, not when they fake the laugh or anything else. She looked delighted during his speech yesterday. And I 
haven't seen her that delighted in a long time. She had found her guy to be her running mate. I think she loved it. 

And I think one thing we're getting all excited about, I understand why the progressives are upset. But one thing historically we all 
know is the selection of a vice president is a poor predictor of the direction of that administration. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
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FDR picked John Nance Garner-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

It's not a policy pick. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Kennedy picked another conservative from the south, Lyndon Johnson, relatively conservative. And then we got the New Deal out of 
that and we got the Great Society we got the New Frontier. It's a poor predictor. Now, if this is about spoils, they've got an argument. 
They wanted a piece of the action. But there's differences between spoils and direction. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I want to throw out the one thing that Trump's trying to hit Kaine on, well, two things. But the one big one is the gifts in Virginia. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I only throw it out there is that I heard Ed Rendell ask to defend it. And he struggled, Andrea. He said, "Well, it's illegal in 
Pennsylvania." 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Virginia-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Okay. And it's legal in Virginia. That wasn't exactly a resounding defense. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Yeah. Virginia has a very strange, let's face it, strange gift law. The difference with Bob McDonnell, who was convicted, and then the 
Supreme Court overturned it, is there was no quid pro quo. He declared it. That was the main thing. He declared everything, put it 
down, in fact, computed higher numbers to staying in friends' houses. He put everything down. He was meticulous about it. 

So they don't think there's a big ethics thing. Just on his progressivity or lack of it, he has this civil rights background. I mean I was in 
the room. And what you saw on T.V. yesterday in Miami, in that largely Hispanic campus, that wonderful campus in Miami, it was 
extraordinary. The enthusiasm for him and the affection. And having watched her all of these years, you're absolutely right, Chris-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

--she found her guy. She was a happy camper. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

He's not a progressive, but they will tell a very progressive story about his history. The party has moved to the left while he sort of 
always been a solid liberal. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Both of them are trying to-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 
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Yeah. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I feel like both Clinton and Kaine are trying to catch up to the party's movement. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

That's so true. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Well, on guns he was always there. He was heroic in Virginia on gun laws. 

CHUCK TODD: 

That they're moving-- and Michael, let me ask you this. The Trump camping says, "We love the Kaine pick." And here's their 
reasoning. They love the Kaine pick because it reinforces that they're the political professionals, that here's Tim Kaine, and all he's 
done in life, is been in office for the last 25 years. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Right. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And the whole point of Trump is Trump's Mr. "I'm the total outsider." If they want to double down on that, fine, go ahead. What do you 
say? 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Except Mike Pence 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Right, right, right. 

CHUCK TODD: 

They pay no attention to that. I brought that brought to them. I said, "What about Pence?" And they're like, "Well, it's the top of the 
ticket." 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

"Ignore that man behind the curtain." 

CHUCK TODD: 

What do you say to that? Did they have a point or not? 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Well, they'll have a-- I think the broader point, is an interesting one. Because what he's comparing himself-- he's comparing himself, 
Trump, to Kaine-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Right. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

--and Clinton. So it's me and against them. 
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CHUCK TODD: 

Yeah. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Pence is not a part of that equation, necessarily. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

So when he's talking about the maverick, the outsider, he's-- he's assuming his ticket is total that. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Well, Pence wasn't even a part of his own rollout. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Right. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

If you remember. And that was-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

He couldn't get a word in edgewise. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Hillary Clinton spoke about Tim Kaine-- 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

I think their strength, Chuck, is gonna be on the argument-- this notion that Tim Kaine is progressive is just not believable. And for a 
whole host of reasons. I think that's an opening for a lot of folks on Trump's side. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

You can, there are element of his record that are not progressive, but on balance, I would argue that he is. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

I would argue that too. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

But one thing, the guy's two doors from you, if you're president. Look at the structure of the West Wing now. It's not some guy that 
goes back to Maine like Lincoln's first vice president. He or she is right with you. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Right. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

You want a good person two doors for you, somebody who has values. And it's not just smart politics. I think what Hillary Clinton's 
going to love having is a guy who's a true blue good guy. And I think he is a progressive on all the moral issues-- 
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CHUCK TODD: 

Let's sneak in a break here. When we come back, I want to get into the DNC e-mail situation. And I also want to get your guys' 
reaction to some interesting comments from Donald Trump. Yeah, you know that guy that was at the start of the show. We'll be right 
back. 

***COMMERCIAL BREAK*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

Welcome back, panelists here. Before we jump to Trump, the DNC email leaks, Cleveland, we expected rowdiness, Never Trumpsters, 
and all that stuff. We expect order here. But I wonder, Rachel, if-- look, I'm hearing from the Bernie bros. I'm in one of the emails just-- 
I'm the complaint department here sometimes at NBC. Somebody was complaining about coverage. And I said, "Okay, let's talk on the 
phone," or whatever. But we didn't do anything about it, because I get complaints about coverage every hour, every day. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. 

CHUCK TODD: 

But I think Bernie supporters may like this place, at least outside. They may be upset, and they may do something about it. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. I mean and, you know, there will be that big protest that Andrea was talking about today, to start things off. And there will be a 
lot, there will be hundreds of Bernie delegates insides the room. Now honestly, from the top, down, he said, "We've got to elect Hillary 
Clinton." He's been unequivocal about that, that's the most important thing. 

It'll be interesting to see whether the rules fights and the platform fights end up, in the end, when there's need to get nailed down with 
those votes, there is some dissent and chaos there. There might be. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

One thing is-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you think Debbie Wasserman Schultz needs to get out now? 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Well, look-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Not even gavel it in? 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

This is not a mystery story. This isn't Colombo. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Yeah. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

We knew from the beginning, watching the debate schedule, put together by the DNC-- 

CHUCK TODD: 
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Sure. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

--that they were tilting the scales to Hillary Clinton. Middle of the night debates, Sunday morning -- it was an absurd debate schedule. 
And it just said, "We're for Hillary, we don't want the new guy to get all the attention." 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And what Bernie said to you is that she's not going to be giving a speech. When does the party chair not give a speech at the 
convention? And apparently that is the case. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And then right now, though, they will gavel in. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Thank god we haven't-- her quitting right now before -- I mean, the DNC's gonna be running a big part of the ground game for the 
whole-- 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Yeah. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

You know, you don't-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

But I tell you, this-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

It would be suicide for the chair to jump out now-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

This doesn't help her own fight for reelection, which I still think she's going to be okay. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

No, but-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

It's a district that she knows very well. But-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

But Bernie endorsed her opponent. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

But her reelection fight is in her district. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Right. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 
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It's not to be the chair of the DNC, that's next year. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right. Michael Steele, what'd you hear from Donald Trump? Did it make you feel better or worse about his chances? 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Well, I think Donald Trump did a couple of things he needed to do. One was, and you could see it in the room that night, people began 
to say, "Okay, I can get there." The speech that he gave, when you read it, seemed a lot darker and harsher than when he delivered it. 
He delivered it in a way-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

I thought the opposite. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Yeah, yeah. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

When reading it, I wasn't freaked out. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Yeah. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

And then, when I saw him give it, I pulled the covers up. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

No, for me, it was the reverse. Because the reaction. I'm sitting in the room and I'm getting the reaction from the crowd. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Mmm. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

And the reaction from the crowd was, "This guy is going to be a fighter." And I think that's a strong message for him coming out of this 
convention. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Rachel, you have never pulled the covers up. 

RACHEL MADDOW:Oh no, I meant proverbially 

CHUCK TODD:There's a lot of personal information here. Woah, it's Sunday morning, guys. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

I thought he did what he needed to do, Chuck. I do. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Standing under those 15-foot-tall letters with Trump, and then his head comes up there. And then he spent 76 minutes screaming, red 
faced, about terrorism and death and destruction and "I'm the only one who can fix it"-- 
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CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

I think that was technical. I don't think he knew how to read a script like that. I don't think he had the ability to-- his daughter knew how 
to do it. It's tough to read a script in a conversational manner. So you end up doing this sort of scream thing. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

But it takes an ego to turn a 30 minute script into a 78 minute rant. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

But he said that he was the person who would fix everything. And they're focusing on that. But, you know, Kaine was focusing on that. 
You know, it is the "we" not the I. They're comparing him to a dictator. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

But the-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

It is the language and the delivery, Michael-- 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Don't lose sight of the fact that a lot of Americans out there are saying it is the "we" who screwed us up to this point. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Yeah. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

It is the we who've gotten us into this mess. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

It's a different way of defining democracy, Michael. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

So they're looking for the I, someone who's going to step forward as a leader, to get us through this mess. This is the bifurcation of the 
of the population, the voting population right now. And it's going to be interesting to see which one of these arguments win-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Is this about the hunger for a strong man, is that what you're talking about? 

MICHAEL STEELE:Yeah no, there really is Rachel. 

RACHEL MADDOW:We've seen this around the world, it's not supposed to be us. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

I've heard Bernie make your point. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Yes! 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

It's that we have to reach outside the establishment to get the solution to these really bad economic problems affecting the working 
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people of this country. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Right. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Same message. Different sides. 

MICHAEL STEELE:Same message. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Same message. The question is whether or not one man is supposed to deliver salvation for the country. We're not supposed to be 
that kind of country. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I want to throw one more. He seemed, at least in the interview with me, he goes after Mitch McConnell, goes after Ted Cruz, goes 
after John Kasich. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

He is fearless in that regard. 

CHUCK TODD:He really is. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

He is not going to moderate himself. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

You didn't even ask about Kasich. And he's bringing it up 

CHUCK TODD: 

No, exactly. He brought Kasich up himself. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And another player to be named player, who, you know, remain -- could be one of the senators like Jeff Flake. Look, the fact is that he 
is not playing by anybody's ground rules except Donald Trump's. What he said about N.A.T.O. was extraordinary because he doubled 
down on that. And the whole system of collect your security in Europe, if you're in Poland today, you are not reassured-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

What's amazing is the Trump campaign tried to walk it back all last week on the N.A.T.O. stuff. And he's basically saying, "Don't walk it 
back." 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Even beyond N.A.T.O. to talk about Europe as a threat to America is what's good for Europe is bad for America and we have an 
interest in Europe being weak and divided, they only got together to screw us? Like, hold on a second. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Yeah, it'll play in Scranton. It'll play up there in the Eerie, Pennsylvania it'll play. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 
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The European Union-- came out of the way to try to not have World War III. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Because people think we're being shoved around and exploited and he's saying, "I'm going to shove back." 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

They are our markets-- markets, allies-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

You guys great. I'm going to try to get another half hour. But let me sneak in this. We'll be back in a moment with our-- we'll call it 
halftime segment. No, it's Endgame Segment. And we'll look at Hillary Clinton's popularity compared to other Democratic nominees on 
the eve of their conventions. 

***COMMERCIAL BREAK*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

The panel never stops interacting here. Seriously we just went to a commercial break-- 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

--wants more with France! 

CHUCK TODD: 

It's endgame time. Look, I want to show you here very quickly some numbers, because it will help us judge whether this is a successful 
convention for Hillary Clinton. These are favorable ratings, personal favorable ratings, whether you're right side up or upside down, 
from our NBC Wall Street Journal poll, for every Democrat going back to '92. And as you can see, Hillary Clinton in the worst shape of 
any presumptive nominee going into their convention. 

Now, let me show you what everybody else came through after their convention. So successful convention for Bill Clinton, successful 
one for Al Gore. Flat for John Kerry, successful, Barack Obama. Obviously, we'll find out, for Hillary Clinton, what does she need to-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Well, what they are going to do is they're going to have gauzy films, the same kind of films you saw in 1992, the same producers-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

And JFK? 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

They're going to have all of these films, biography, résumé. They know that her résumé is not resonating with millennials. People know 
what she did, they don't know-- they know the list of what she was. They don't know what she actually did, what she accomplished. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Yeah. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

They're going to do all of that. The balance is going to be very different. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

--because T.V. networks don't always take the movies anymore-- 
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ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Well, they're going to have to validators. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

Yeah. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

They're going to have people on that podium behind it who are going to talk about things she has done for them. And it's going to be 
very much all about her and much less about taking down Trump 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

I think the magic moment in this convention's going to be Thursday night. And a lot of women, and a lot of men, too, are going to see 
Hillary Clinton as the first party nominee, who's probably going to be like the president. She has the advantage right now. And there 
are going to be misty eyes all across the country. 

And any men at that moment who make a wisecrack are going to be guaranteeing another vote for Hillary Clinton. I think it's a very 
emotional moment for people. They've haven't quite got to it because of all is mishegas that's gone on this year. I think it's going to be 
magical. And if Hillary Clinton just stands there with a little emotion, this is an amazing historic moment. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Michael was the Republican convention too anti-Clinton and not enough pro-Trump? 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

No. The Republican convention had to go anti-Clinton-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Had to do that? 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

--because of the Trump issues. 

CHUCK TODD: 

What about this one? 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

This one? I was thinking, as you guys were talking about Barack Obama and talking about Hillary Clinton being likable enough, this is 
going to be a convention in which they're going to showcase her so you can like her. Because people, those numbers show, don't like 
her. So it's going to be everything you just said, Chris, plus more. The problem is what happens afterwards. And that's where Hillary 
Clinton's going to have to contine . 

CHUCK TODD: 

Here's an out question for all of you. Besides Hillary Clinton's speech, what will be the other buzziest speech or speaker when we walk 
away from this convention? 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

We're going to have a huge one on night one. Bernie is a big deal. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 
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Bernie. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

The Democratic Party is going through a transformation. Liberals are having their moment. And this convention has to reflect it. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Every Democratic convention I can remember, going back to, God, '64, the best speech was never given by the nominee, whether it's 
Bobby Kennedy or it's Jesse Jackson, or it's Mario Cuomo. 

MICHAEL STEELE: 

Right. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

The candidates never have been able to deliver the best speech. So I would bet on Bernie. 

RACHEL MADDOW: 

It was Trump Jr. last week. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

Bernie or President Obama. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Michelle Obama and Barack Obama on day two. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I think it's Barack Obama on Wednesday night. I think it's going to be to Hillary Clinton what Bill Clinton was to Barack Obama four 
years ago. All right. That's all for this Sunday morning. 

CHRIS MATTHEWS: 

We agree. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I'll be hosting a special edition of Meet the Press Daily tonight at 5:00 Eastern on MSNBC. I know that's what everybody on this table 
will be watching. And then, throughout the week, I'll be joined by my colleagues Lester Holt and Savannah Guthrie right here at The 
Wells Fargo Center for convention coverage on the network beginning at 10:00 Eastern, 7:00 Pacific. If you missed it last week, you 
should be regretting it. Watch us this week. And of course we'll be back next Sunday. Because if it is Sunday, Meet the Press. 

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 
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Understanding The Threat: Radical Islam And The Age Of Terror 

Thank you.  It is great to be with you this afternoon. 

Today we begin a conversation about how to Make America Safe Again. 

In the 20th Century, the United States defeated Fascism, Nazism, and 

Communism. 

Now, a different threat challenges our world: Radical Islamic Terrorism. 

This summer, there has been an ISIS attack launched outside the war 

zones of the Middle East every 84 hours. 1 2 

Here, in America, we have seen one brutal attack after another. 

13 were murdered, and 38 wounded, in the assault on Ft. Hood. 3 4 

The Boston Marathon Bombing wounded and maimed 264 people, 5  

and ultimately left five dead – including 2 police officers.  6 

In Chattanooga, Tennessee, five unarmed marines were shot and killed 

at a military recruiting center. 7 

Last December, 14 innocent Americans were gunned down at an office 

party in San Bernardino, another 22 were injured. 8 

                                                           
1 (Tim Lister, “'One ISIS Attack Every 84 Hours' Spurs Dread And Anger In Europe,” CNN, 7/31/16) 
2 (Tim Lister, Ray Sanchez, Mark Bixler, Sean O'Key, Michael Hogenmiller and Mohammed Tawfeeq, “ISIS Goes 
Global: 143 Attacks In 29 Countries Have Killed 2,043,” CNN, 12/17/15) 
3 (Jim Garamone, “President, Top Leaders to Attend Fort Hood Service,” United States Department of Defense, 
11/9/09) 
4 (Ted Rowlands and Michael Cary, “Army Honors Dead, Searches For Motive In Fort Hood Shootings,” CNN, 
11/7/09) 
5 (Scott Malone, “Boston Officials Say 264 Injured In Marathon Bombing,” Reuters, 4/23/13) 
6 (Bob Salsberg, “Officer Who Died Year After Boston Marathon Shootout Honored,” Associated Press, 10/18/15) 
7 (Lindsay Ellis,  Devlin Barrett And  Arian Campo-Flores, “Navy Sailor Shot in Chattanooga Attack Dies, Bringing 
Death Toll to Five,” The Wall Street Journal, 7/22/15) 
8 (“San Bernardino Shooting: 22nd Injured Victim Steps Forward, FBI Says,” The Press Enterprise, 12/9/15) 

Case 2:17-cv-00141-JLR   Document 18-5   Filed 02/01/17   Page 2 of 21

http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/31/europe/isis-attacks-escalating-europe/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/17/world/mapping-isis-attacks-around-the-world/
http://archive.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=56604
http://www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/11/06/texas.fort.hood.shootings/index.html?eref=onion
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-explosions-boston-injuries-idUSBRE93M0LW20130423
http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/officer-who-died-year-after-boston-marathon-shootout-honored
http://www.wsj.com/articles/navy-sailor-injured-in-chattanooga-shooting-has-died-1437225852
http://www.pe.com/articles/san-788876-shooting-bernardino.html


2 
 

In June, 49 Americans were executed at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, 

and another 53 were injured. 9  It was the worst mass shooting in our 

history, and the worst attack on the LGBTQ community in our history. 

In Europe, we have seen the same carnage and bloodshed inflicted 

upon our closest allies. 

In January of 2015, a French satirical newspaper, Charlie Hebdo, was 

attacked for publishing cartoons of the prophet Mohammed. Twelve 

were killed, including two police officers, and 11 were wounded. 10  Two 

days later, four were murdered in a Jewish Deli. 11 

In November of 2015, terrorists went on a shooting rampage in Paris 

that slaughtered 130 people, and wounded another 368. 12  France is 

suffering gravely, and the tourism industry is being massively affected 

in a most negative way. 13 

In March of this year, terrorists detonated a bomb in the Brussels 

airport, killing 32 and injuring 340. 14 

This July, in the South of France, an Islamic terrorist turned his truck 

into an instrument of mass murder, plowing down and killing 85 men, 

women and children 15 – and wounding another 308. 16  Among the 

dead were 2 Americans – a Texas father, and his 11-year-old son. 17 

                                                           
9 (Lizette Alvarez, Richard Perez-Pena and Christine Hauser, “Orlando Gunman Was ‘Cool and Calm’ After 
Massacre, Police Say,” The New York Times, 6/13/16) 
10 (Cassandra Vinograd, Alastair Jamieson, Florence Viala And Alexander Smith, “Charlie Hebdo Shooting: 12 Killed 
at Muhammad Cartoons Magazine in Paris,” NBC News, 1/7/15)  
11 (Yamiche Alcindor and Elena Berton, “Four Killed At Paris Grocery Store Were All Jewish,” USA Today, 1/11/15) 
12 (“France Attacks,” Associated Press, Accessed 8/13/16) 
13 (Tara Patel, “French Tourism Slumps as Terror Attacks Spook Foreign Travelers,” Bloomberg, 8/7/16) 
14 (Aurelien Breeden, “More Suspects in Brussels Attacks Arrested in Belgium,” The New York Times, 4/8/16) 
15 (Steve Visser, “Death Toll Rises to 85 in Bastille Day Attack in Nice,” CNN, 8/5/16) 
16 (Alissa J. Rubin and Lilia Blaise, “A Third of Nice Truck Attack’s Dead Were Muslim, Group Says,” The New York 
Times, 7/19/16) 
17 (Mary Hui, Lindsey Bever and Cleve R. Wootson Jr, “Texas Father And His 11-Year-Old Son Among The Dead In 
Nice Attack; California Student Missing,” The Washington Post, 7/15/16) 
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A few weeks ago, in Germany, a refugee armed with an axe wounded 

five people in a gruesome train attack. 18 

Only days ago, an ISIS killer invaded a Christian church in Normandy 

France, forced an 85-year-old priest to his knees, and slit his throat 

before his congregation. 19 

Overseas, ISIS has carried out one unthinkable atrocity after another.   

Children slaughtered, 20 girls sold into slavery, 21 22 men and women 

burned alive. 23  Crucifixions, 24  beheadings 25 and drownings. 26  Ethnic 

minorities targeted for mass execution.  Holy sites desecrated. 

Christians driven from their homes and hunted for extermination. ISIS 

rounding-up what it calls the “nation of the cross” in a campaign of 

genocide. 27 28 

We cannot let this evil continue.  

Nor can we let the hateful ideology of Radical Islam – its oppression of 

women, gays, children, and nonbelievers – be allowed to reside or 

spread within our own countries. 

We will defeat Radical Islamic Terrorism, just as we have defeated 

every threat we have faced in every age before.   

                                                           
18 (Melissa Eddy, “Afghan Teenager Spoke of Friend’s Death Before Ax Attack in Germany,” The New York Times, 
7/19/16) 
19 (Noemie Olive, “Islamists Attack French Church, Slit Priest's Throat,” Reuters, 7/27/16) 
20 (Malia Zimmerman, “74 Children Executed By ISIS For 'Crimes' That Include Refusal To Fast, Report Says,” FOX 
News, 7/2/15) 
21 (Arwa Damon, Hamdi Alkhshali, and Bryony Jones, “Meet The Man Saving Yazidi Slaves From ISIS,” CNN, 6/2/16) 
22 (Rukmini Callimachi, “To Maintain Supply of Sex Slaves, ISIS Pushes Birth Control,” The New York Times, 3/12/16) 
23 (“19 Yazidi Girls Burned Alive For Refusing To Have Sex With Their ISIS Captors,” FOX News, 6/6/16) 
24 (Steve Almasy, “Group: ISIS 'Crucifies' Men In Public In Syrian Towns,” CNN, 6/30/14) 
25 (Rukmini Callimachi, “The Horror Before the Beheadings,” The New York Times, 10/25/14) 
26 (Joe Tacopino, “ISIS Slowly Drowns Prisoners In A Cage,” New York Post, 6/24/15) 
27 (Jamie Dean, “The ISIS War Against 'The People Of The Cross',” WNG, 2/17/15) 
28 (Michael Lipka, “Muslims and Islam: Key Findings In The U.S. And Around the World,” PewResearchCenter, 
7/22/16) 
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But we will not defeat it with closed eyes, or silenced voices. 

Anyone who cannot name our enemy, is not fit to lead this country.  

Anyone who cannot condemn the hatred, oppression and violence of 

Radical Islam lacks the moral clarity to serve as our President. 

The rise of ISIS is the direct result of policy decisions made by 

President Obama and Secretary Clinton 

Let’s look back at the Middle East at the very beginning of 2009, before 

the Obama-Clinton Administration took over. 

Libya was stable. 29 30 

Syria was under control. 31 32 

Egypt was ruled by a secular President and an ally of the United States. 
33 34 35 

Iraq was experiencing a reduction in violence. 36  The group that would 

become what we now call ISIS was close to being extinguished. 37 38 39 

Iran was being choked off by economic sanctions. 40 41 

                                                           
29 (Jeff Bachman, “Revisiting the “Humanitarian” Intervention in Libya,” The Huffington Post, 3/14/16) 
30 (Priyanka Boghani, “Regrets Of A Revolution? Libya After Qaddafi,” PBS, 11/29/15) 
31 (William R. Polk, “Understanding Syria: From Pre-Civil War To Post-Assad,” The Atlantic, 12/10/13) 
32 (Hassan M. Fattah And Graham Bowley, “Pelosi Meets With Syrian Leader,” The New York Times, 4/4/07) 
33 (Brad Plumer, “The U.S. Gives Egypt $1.5 Billion A Year In Aid. Here’s What It Does,” The Washington 
Post, 7/9/13) 
34 (Ashraf Khalil, “Mubarak Meets Obama To Patch Up US-Egypt Relationship,” The Christian Science 
Monitor, 8/18/09) 
35 (President George W. Bush, “Joint Press Conference At The President’s Ranch In Texas,” White House, 4/12/04) 
36 (David Petraeus, “How We Won In Iraq,” Foreign Policy, 10/29/13) 
37 (Cameron Glenn, “Timeline: Rise and Spread of the Islamic State,” Wilson Center, 7/5/16) 
38 (Jennifer Griffin and Lucas Tomlinson, “Army Chief Odierno, In Exit Interview, Says US Could Have ‘Prevented’ 
ISIS Rise,” FOX News, 7/22/15) 
39 (David Ignatius, “How ISIS Spread in the Middle East,” The Atlantic, 10/29/15) 
40 (Uri Berliner, “Crippled By Sanctions, Iran's Economy Key In Nuclear Deal,” NPR, 11/25/13) 
41 (Michael Abramowitz and Robin Wright, “Iran Sanctions Are Meant to Prevent War, Bush Aides Say,” The 
Washington Post, 10/26/07) 
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Fast-forward to today.  What have the decisions of Obama-Clinton 

produced? 

Libya is in ruins, 42 our ambassador and three other brave Americans 

are dead, 43 and ISIS has gained a new base of operations. 44 45 

Syria is in the midst of a disastrous civil war. 46  ISIS controls large 

portions of territory. 47  A refugee crisis now threatens Europe and the 

United States. 48 

In Egypt, terrorists have gained a foothold in the Sinai desert, near the 

Suez Canal, one of the most essential waterways in the world. 49 

Iraq is in chaos, and ISIS is on the loose. 50 

ISIS has spread across the Middle East, and into the West.  In 2014, ISIS 

was operating in some 7 nations. Today they are fully operational in 18 

countries with aspiring branches in 6 more, for a total of 24 51 – and 

many believe it is even more than that.  The situation is likely worse 

than the public knows: a new Congressional report reveals that the 

Administration has downplayed the growth of ISIS, with 40% of 

surveyed analysts saying they had experienced efforts to manipulate 

their findings. 52 53 

                                                           
42 (Roula Khalaf, “Misplaced Nostalgia For Libya’s Colonel Gaddafi,” Financial Times, 4/29/15) 
43 (David D. Kirkpatrick and Steven Lee Myers, “Libya Attack Brings Challenges For U.S.,” The New York Times, 
9/12/12) 
44 (Ahmed Elumani And Aidan Lewis, “U.S. Air Raid Hits Islamic State In Libya, 43 Dead,” Reuters, 2/19/16) 
45 (Paul Cruickshank, Nic Robertson, Tim Lister and Jomana Karadsheh, “ISIS Comes To Libya,” CNN, 11/18/14) 
46 (Hugh Naylor, “Death By Siege In Syria’s Civil War: Hundreds Of Thousands At Risk,” The Washington Post, 
1/23/16) 
47 (Liam Stack, “How ISIS Expanded Its Threat,” The New York Times, 11/14/15) 
48 (AFP, "Kerry: Refugee Crisis ‘A Near Existential’ Threat To Europe,” The Times of Israel, 2/13/16) 
49 (Andrew Roth, “Russia Confirms Sinai Plane Crash Was The Work Of Terrorists,” The Washington Post, 11/17/15) 
50 (Tim Arango, “Days of Chaos in Baghdad: Protest or Meltdown?,” The New York Times, 5/2/16) 
51 (William Arkin, Robert Windrem, and Cynthia McFadden, “New Counterterrorism 'Heat Map' Shows ISIS 
Branches Spreading Worldwide,” NBC News, 8/3/16) 
52 (Barbara Starr, “House Intel Committee Blasts Pentagon Over ISIS Files,” CNN, 2/25/16) 
53 (Nacy A. Youssef, “House Probe: CENTCOM’s ISIS Intel Cooked,” The Daily Beast, 8/11/16) 
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At the same time, ISIS is trying to infiltrate refugee flows into Europe 

and the United States. 54 

Iran, the world’s largest state sponsor of terrorism, is now flush with 

$150 billion in cash released by the United States – plus another $400 

million in ransom. 55  Worst of all, the Nuclear deal puts Iran, the 

number one state sponsor of Radical Islamic Terrorism, on a path to 

nuclear weapons. 56 57 

In short, the Obama-Clinton foreign policy has unleashed ISIS, 

destabilized the Middle East, and put the nation of Iran – which chants 

‘Death to America’ 58 – in a dominant position of regional power and, in 

fact, aspiring to be a dominant world power. 59 

It all began in 2009 with what has become known as President Obama’s 

global ‘Apology Tour.’ 60 

In a series of speeches, President Obama described America as 

“arrogant,” “dismissive” “derisive” 61 and a “colonial power.” 62  He 

informed other countries that he would be speaking up about 

America’s “past errors.” 63  He pledged that we would no longer be a 

“senior partner,” that “sought to dictate our terms.” He lectured CIA 

                                                           
54 (CIA Director Brennan, “Statement by Director Brennan as Prepared for Delivery Before the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence,” Central Intelligence Agency, 6/16/16) 
55 (Jay Solomon and Carol E. Lee, “U.S. Sent Cash to Iran as Americans Were Freed,” The Wall Street Journal, 
8/3/16) 
56 (George Jahn, “AP Exclusive: Document Shows Less Limits On Iran Nuke Work,” Associated Press, 7/18/16) 
57 (Nasser Karimi, “Iran's FM Extolls Country's Ability To Restore Nuke Program,” Associated Press, 7/19/16) 
58 (Ali Arouzi, “Iran Marks Revolution With 'Death to America' Chants,” NBC News, 2/11/16) 
59 (Jay Solonon and Laura Meckler, “Hillary Clinton Opened Door to Key U.S. Shift Toward Iran Nuclear Deal,” The 
Wall Street Journal, 9/8/15) 
60 (Karl Rove, “The President's Apology Tour,” The Wall Street Journal, 4/23/09) 
61 (President Obama, “Remarks by President Obama at Strasbourg Town Hall,” Strasbourg, France, The White 
House, 4/3/09) 
62 (President Obama, “Obama's Interview With Al Arabiya,” Al Arabiya News, 1/27/09) 
63 (President Obama, “Remarks By The President At The Summit Of The Americas Opening Ceremony,” Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, The White House, 4/17/09) 
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officers of the need to acknowledge their mistakes, 64 and described 

Guantanamo Bay as a “rallying cry for our enemies.” 65 

Perhaps no speech was more misguided than President Obama’s 

speech to the Muslim World delivered in Cairo, Egypt, in 2009. 66 

In winning the Cold War, President Ronald Reagan repeatedly touted 

the superiority of freedom over communism, and called the USSR the 

Evil Empire. 67 

Yet, when President Obama delivered his address in Cairo, no such 

moral courage could be found.  Instead of condemning the oppression 

of women and gays in many Muslim nations, and the systematic 

violations of human rights, or the financing of global terrorism, 

President Obama tried to draw an equivalency between our human 

rights record and theirs.   

His naïve words were followed by even more naïve actions. 

The failure to establish a new Status of Forces Agreement in Iraq, and 

the election-driven timetable for withdrawal, 68 surrendered our gains 

in that country and led directly to the rise of ISIS. 69 

The failures in Iraq were compounded by Hillary Clinton’s disaster in 

Libya.  President Obama has since said he regards Libya as his worst 

mistake. 70  According to then-Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, the 

                                                           
64 (President Obama, “Remarks By The President To CIA Employees At CIA Headquarters,” Langley, Virginia, The 
White House, 4/20/09) 
65 (President Obama, “Remarks By The President On National Security,” Washington, D.C., The White House, 
5/21/09) 
66 (President Obama, “Remarks by the President at Cairo University,” Cairo, Egypt, The White House, 6/4/09) 
67 (President Reagan, “Remarks at the Annual Convention of the National Association of Evangelicals,” Orlando, 
Florida, 3/8/83) 
68 (Scott Wilson, “President Obama Took Credit In 2012 For Withdrawing All Troops From Iraq. Today He Said 
Something Different,” The Washington Post, 6/19/14)  
69 (Mark Moyar, “Where We Went Wrong, From Afghanistan To ISIS,” Newsweek, 2/21/16) 
70 (Alexander Mallin, “What Obama Says Is His 'Worst Mistake' as President,” ABC News, 4/10/16) 
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invasion of Libya was nearly a split decision, but Hillary Clinton’s 

forceful advocacy for the intervention was the deciding factor. 71 

With one episode of bad judgment after another, Hillary Clinton’s 

policies launched ISIS onto the world. 72 

Yet, as she threw the Middle East into violent turmoil, things turned out 

well for her.  The Clintons made almost $60 million in gross income 

while she was Secretary of State. 73 74 75 76 

Incident after incident proves again and again: Hillary Clinton lacks the 

judgement, the temperament and the moral character to lead this 

nation.  Importantly, she also lacks the mental and physical stamina to 

take on ISIS, and all the many adversaries we face – not only in 

terrorism, but in trade and every other challenge we must confront to 

turn this country around. 

It is time for a new approach 

Our current strategy of nation-building and regime change is a proven 

failure.  We have created the vacuums that allow terrorists to grow and 

thrive. 77 

I was an opponent of the Iraq war from the beginning – a major 

difference between me and my opponent.  

Though I was a private citizen, whose personal opinions on such 

matters was not sought, I nonetheless publicly expressed my private 

doubts about the invasion.  Three months before the invasion I said, in 

                                                           
71 (Jo Becker and Scott Shane, “Hillary Clinton, ‘Smart Power’ and a Dictator’s Fall,” The New York Times, 2/27/16) 
72 (A Conversation With Hillary Rodham Clinton, “Hillary Rodham Clinton on Strategic Interests, Values, and Hard 
Choices,” Council on Foreign Relations, 6/12/14) 
73 (William J. Clinton & Hillary Rodham Clinton, 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, 2012) 
74 (William J. Clinton & Hillary Rodham Clinton, 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, 2011) 
75 (William J. Clinton & Hillary Rodham Clinton, 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, 2010) 
76 (William J. Clinton & Hillary Rodham Clinton, 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, 2009) 
77 (Nada Bakos, “Terrorist Group Fills Power Vacuum Among Syria Rebels,” CNN, 1/9/13) 
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an interview with Neil Cavuto, to whom I offer my best wishes for a 

speedy recovery, that “perhaps [we] shouldn't be doing it yet,” and that 

“the economy is a much bigger problem.” 78 

In August of 2004, very early in the conflict, I made a detailed 

statement to Esquire magazine. 79  Here is the quote in full:  

"Look at the war in Iraq and the mess that we're in. I would never 

have handled it that way. Does anybody really believe that Iraq is 

going to be a wonderful democracy where people are going to run 

down to the voting box and gently put in their ballot and the 

winner is happily going to step up to lead the country? C'mon. 

Two minutes after we leave, there's going to be a revolution, and 

the meanest, toughest, smartest, most vicious guy will take over. 

And he'll have weapons of mass destruction, which Saddam didn't 

have. 

"What was the purpose of this whole thing? Hundreds and 
hundreds of young people killed. And what about the people 
coming back with no arms and legs? Not to mention the other 
side. All those Iraqi kids who've been blown to pieces. And it turns 
out that all of the reasons for the war were blatantly wrong. All 
this for nothing." 

So I have been clear for a long time that we should not have gone in.  

But I have been just as clear in saying what a catastrophic mistake 

Hillary Clinton and President Obama made with the reckless way in 

which they pulled out. 

                                                           
78 (Donald J. Trump, “Interview on Your World with Neil Cavuto,” FOX News, 1/28/03) 
79 (Donald J. Trump, “Donald Trump: How I'd Run the Country (Better),” Esquire Magazine, 8/04) 
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After we had made those hard-fought sacrifices and gains, 80 81 82 we 

should never have made such a sudden withdrawal – on a timetable 

advertised to our enemies. 83  Al Qaeda in Iraq had been decimated, 

and Obama and Clinton gave it new life and allowed it to spread across 

the world. 

By that same token, President Obama and Hillary Clinton should never 

have attempted to build a Democracy in Libya, 84 to push for immediate 

regime change in Syria, 85 86 or to support the overthrow of Mubarak in 

Egypt. 87 

One more point on this: I have long said that we should have kept the 

oil in Iraq – another area where my judgement has been proven 

correct.  According to CNN, ISIS made as much $500 million in oil sales 

in 2014 alone, fueling and funding its reign of terror. 88  If we had 

controlled the oil, we could have prevented the rise of ISIS in Iraq – 

both by cutting off a major source of funding, 89 and through the 

presence of U.S. forces necessary to safeguard the oil and other vital 

infrastructure. 90 91 I was saying this constantly and to whoever would 

listen: keep the oil, keep the oil, keep the oil, I said – don’t let someone 

else get it.  

                                                           
80 (Tom Bowman, “After 15 Years, The State Of The War In Afghanistan,” NPR, 7/5/16) 
81 (Daniel Trotta, “Iraq War Costs U.S. More Than $2 Trillion: Study,” Reuters, 3/14/13) 
82 (“Conflict Casualties,” Defense Manpower Data Center, Accessed 7/20/16) 
83 (Mark Landler, “U.S. Troops to Leave Iraq by Year’s End, Obama Says,” The New York Times, 10/21/11) 
84 (Corbett Daly, “Clinton on Qaddafi: "We Came, We Saw, He Died,” CBS News, 10/20/11) 
85 (Rebecca Kaplan, “Hillary Clinton Still Wouldn't Give Up On Training Syrian Rebels,” CBS News, 9/22/15) 
86 (Michael D. Shear, Helene Cooper and Eric Schmitt, “Obama Administration Ends Effort to Train Syrians to 
Combat ISIS,” The New York Times, 10/9/15) 
87 (Tom Curry, “Clinton Urges ‘Transition To A Democratic Regime’ in Egypt,” NBC News, 1/30/11) 
88 (Jose Pagliery, “Inside The $2 Billion ISIS War Machine,” CNN Money, 12/11/15) 
89 (Kellan Howell, “Islamic State Earns $50 Million Per Month On Oil Sales,” The Washington Times, 10/24/15) 
90 (Erika Solomon, Robin Kwong and Steven Bernard, “Inside Isis Inc: The Journey Of A Barrel Of Oil,” Financial 
Times, Accessed 8/13/16) 
91 (Matthew Philips, “Islamic State Loses Its Oil Business,” Bloomberg, 10/14/14) 
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If they had listened to me then, we would have had the economic 

benefits of the oil, which I wanted to use to help take care of the 

wounded soldiers and families of those who died – and thousands of 

lives would have been saved.   

This proposal, by its very nature, would have left soldiers in place to 

guard our assets.  In the old days, when we won a war, to the victor 

belonged the spoils.  Instead, all we got from Iraq – and our adventures 

in the Middle East – was death, destruction and tremendous financial 

loss. 

But it is time to put the mistakes of the past behind us, and chart a new 

course. 

If I become President, the era of nation-building will be ended.  Our 

new approach, which must be shared by both parties in America, by our 

allies overseas, and by our friends in the Middle East, must be to halt 

the spread of Radical Islam. 

All actions should be oriented around this goal, and any country which 

shares this goal will be our ally.  We cannot always choose our friends, 

but we can never fail to recognize our enemies. 

As President, I will call for an international conference focused on this 

goal.  We will work side-by-side with our friends in the Middle East, 

including our greatest ally, Israel.  We will partner with King Abdullah of 

Jordan, and President Sisi of Egypt, and all others who recognize this 

ideology of death that must be extinguished. 

We will also work closely with NATO on this new mission.  I had 

previously said that NATO was obsolete because it failed to deal 

adequately with terrorism; since my comments they have changed their 

policy and now have a new division focused on terror threats. 
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I also believe that we could find common ground with Russia in the 

fight against ISIS.  They too have much at stake in the outcome in Syria, 

and have had their own battles with Islamic terrorism.   

My Administration will aggressively pursue joint and coalition military 

operations to crush and destroy ISIS, international cooperation to cut-

off their funding, expanded intelligence sharing, and cyberwarfare to 

disrupt and disable their propaganda and recruiting.  We cannot allow 

the internet to be used as a recruiting tool, and for other purposes, by 

our enemy – we must shut down their access to this form of 

communication, and we must do so immediately. 

Unlike Hillary Clinton, who has risked so many lives with her careless 

handling of sensitive information, my Administration will not telegraph 

exact military plans to the enemy.  I have often said that General 

MacArthur and General Patton would be in a state of shock if they were 

alive today to see the way President Obama and Hillary Clinton try to 

recklessly announce their every move before it happens – like they did 

in Iraq – so that the enemy can prepare and adapt. 

The fight will not be limited to ISIS.   We will decimate Al Qaeda, and we 

will seek to starve funding for Iran-backed Hamas and Hezbollah.  We 

can use existing UN Security Council resolutions to apply new sanctions. 

Military, cyber and financial warfare will all be essential in dismantling 

Islamic terrorism. 

But we must use ideological warfare as well. 

Just as we won the Cold War, in part, by exposing the evils of 

communism and the virtues of free markets, so too must we take on 

the ideology of Radical Islam. 

While my opponent accepted millions of dollars in Foundation 

donations from countries where being gay is an offense punishable by 
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prison or death, 92 93 my Administration will speak out against the 

oppression of women, gays and people of different faith. 94 95 

Our Administration will be a friend to all moderate Muslim reformers in 

the Middle East, and will amplify their voices. 

This includes speaking out against the horrible practice of honor 

killings, where women are murdered by their relatives for dressing, 

marrying or acting in a way that violates fundamentalist teachings. 96 97 

Over 1,000 Pakistani girls are estimated to be the victims of honor 

killings by their relatives each year. 98  Recently, a prominent Pakistani 

social media star was strangled to death by her brother on the charge 

of dishonoring the family. 99  In his confession, the brother took pride in 

the murder and said: “Girls are born to stay home and follow 

traditions.” 

Shockingly, this is a practice that has reached our own shores.  

One such case involves an Iraqi immigrant who was sentenced to 34 

years in jail for running over his own daughter claiming she had become 

“too Westernized.” 100 

To defeat Islamic terrorism, we must also speak out forcefully against a 

hateful ideology that provides the breeding ground for violence and 

terrorism to grow. 

                                                           
92 (Clinton Foundation, Accessed 8/13/16) 
93 (“Stars Step Up Protest Against Anti-Gay Owner Of Beverly Hills Hotel,” CBS News,2/6/15 
94 (“Country Reports On Human Rights Practices For 2012: Saudi Arabia,” United States State Department, 4/19/13) 
95 (William La Jeunesse, “Rights Groups Silent As Clinton Foundation Takes Millions From Countries That Imprison 
Gays,” FOX News, 6/17/16) 
96 (“Pregnant Pakistani Woman Stoned To Death By Family,” Associated Press in Lahore, 5/28/14) 
97 (Perry Chiaramonte, “Texas 'Honor Killing' Suspect Yaser Said Could Be Hiding In Plain Sight As NYC Cabbie, 
Private Investigator Says,” FOX News, 5/29/12) 
98 (“Pakistan Honour Killings On The Rise, Report Reveals,” BBC, 4/1/16) 
99 (Juliet Perry and Sophia Saifi, “Brother Of Pakistan's Qandeel Baloch Charged With Crime Against State,” CNN, 
7/19/16) 
100 (“Iraqi Immigrant Gets 34 Years For Killing 'Too Westernized' Daughter,” CNN, 4/16/11) 
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A new immigration policy is needed as well 

The common thread linking the major Islamic terrorist attacks that have 

recently occurred on our soil – 9/11, the Ft. Hood shooting, 101 the 

Boston Bombing, 102  the San Bernardino attack, 103  the Orlando attack 
104 – is that they have involved immigrants or the children of 

immigrants. 

Clearly, new screening procedures are needed. 

A review by the U.S. Senate Immigration Subcommittee has identified 

380 foreign-born individuals charged with terrorism or terrorism-

related offenses between 9/11 and 2014, and many more since then. 
105 

We also know that ISIS recruits refugees after their entrance into the 

country – as we have seen with the Somali refugee population in 

Minnesota. 106 

Beyond terrorism, as we have seen in France, foreign populations have 

brought their anti-Semitic attitudes with them. 107 

In Cologne, Germany, on New Year’s Eve, we have seen the reports of 

sexual violence and assault. 108 

                                                           
101 (“Army Major Kills 13 People In Fort Hood Shooting Spree,” History, Accessed 8/13/16) 
102 (Peter Finn, Carol D. Leonnig and Will Englund, “Tsarnaev Brothers’ Homeland Was War-Torn Chechnya,” The 
Washington Post, 4/19/13) 
103 (Salman Masood and Declan Walsh, “Tashfeen Malik, San Bernardino Suspect, Attended Conservative Religious 
School in Pakistan,” The New York Times, 12/7/15) 
104 (Jonathan Landay and Yeganeh Torbati, “Father Of Orlando Shooter Hosted Political Show On Afghan-Pakistan 
Issues,” Reuters, 6/13/16) 
105 (Subcommittee On Immigration And The National Interest, “At Least 580 Individuals Convicted In Terror Cases 
Since 9/11, At Least 380 Are Foreign-Born,” U.S. Senate Immigration Subcommittee, 6/22/16) 
106 (Jamie Yuccas, “Minneapolis Community Struggles With ISIS Recruiting Tactics,” CBS News, 9/19/15) 
107 (Matt Hadro, “Anti-Semitism Threatens France’s Jewish Communities,” The Washington Times, 1/18/16) 
108 (Jessica Durando, “Report: 1,200 Women Assaulted On New Year's Eve In German Cities, USA Today, 7/11/16) 
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Pew polling shows that in many of the countries from which we draw 

large numbers of immigrants, extreme views about religion – such as 

the death penalty for those who leave the faith – are commonplace. 109 

A Trump Administration will establish a clear principle that will govern 

all decisions pertaining to immigration: we should only admit into this 

country those who share our values and respect our people. 

In the Cold War, we had an ideological screening test. 110  The time is 

overdue to develop a new screening test for the threats we face today. 

In addition to screening out all members or sympathizers of terrorist 

groups, we must also screen out any who have hostile attitudes 

towards our country or its principles – or who believe that Sharia law 

should supplant American law.   

Those who do not believe in our Constitution, or who support bigotry 

and hatred, will not be admitted for immigration into the country.  

Only those who we expect to flourish in our country –  and to embrace 

a tolerant American society – should be issued immigration visas. 

To put these new procedures in place, we will have to temporarily 

suspend immigration from some of the most dangerous and volatile 

regions of the world that have a history of exporting terrorism. 

As soon as I take office, I will ask the State Department and the 

Department of Homeland Security to identify a list of regions where 

adequate screening cannot take place.  We will stop processing visas 

from those areas until such time as it is deemed safe to resume based 

on new circumstances or new procedures. 

                                                           
109 (“The World’s Muslims: Religion, Politics and Society,” PewResearchCenter, 4/30/13) 
110 (James R. Edwards Jr., “Keeping Extremists Out: The History of Ideological Exclusion and the Need for Its 
Revival,” Center for Immigration Studies, 9/05) 
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The size of current immigration flows are simply too large to perform 

adequate screening. 111 

We admit about 100,000 permanent immigrants from the Middle East 

every year. 112  Beyond that, we admit hundreds of thousands of 

temporary workers and visitors from the same regions. 113  If we don’t 

control the numbers, we can’t perform adequate screening. 

By contrast, my opponent wants to increase the flow of Syrian refugees 

by 550% percent. 114 

The United States Senate Subcommittee on Immigration estimates that 

Hillary Clinton’s plan would mean roughly 620,000 refugees from all 

current refugee-sending nations in her first term, assuming no cuts to 

other refugee programs.  This would be additional to all other non-

refugee immigration. 115 

The Subcommittee estimates her plan would impose a lifetime cost of 

roughly $400 billion when you include the costs of healthcare, welfare, 

housing, schooling, and all other entitlement benefits that are excluded 

from the State Department’s placement figures. 

In short, Hillary Clinton wants to be America’s Angela Merkel, and you 

know what a disaster this massive immigration has been to Germany 

and the people of Germany – crime has risen to levels that no one 

                                                           
111 (“Nation’s Top Security Officials’ Concerns On Refugee Vetting,” Homeland Security Committee, 11/19/15) 
112 (Caroline May, “Since 9/11 U.S. Has Accepted Over 2 Million Migrants from Majority Muslim Nations,” Breitbart, 
11/16/15) 
113 (Julia Hahn, “Congress Votes To Fund Nearly 300,000 Visas For Muslim Migrants In One Year,” Breitbart, 
12/18/15) 
114 (C. Eugene Emery Jr. “Donald Trump Says Hillary Clinton Wants To Let 500 Percent More Syrians Into The U.S.,” 
Politifact, 6/13/16) 
115 (Subcommittee On Immigration And The National Interest, “Clinton Refugee Plan Could Bring In 620,000 
Refugees In First Term At Lifetime Cost Of Over $400 Billion,” U.S. Senate Immigration Subcommittee, 6/27/16) 
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thought would they would ever see. 116  We have enough problems in 

our country, we don’t need another one. 

Finally, we will need to restore common sense to our security 

procedures 

Another common feature of the past attacks that have occurred on our 

soil is that warning signs were ignored. 

The 9/11 hijackers had fraud all over their visa applications. 117 

The Russians warned us about the Boston Bombers, 118 here on political 

asylum, 119 and the attackers were even twice interviewed by the FBI. 
120 121 

The female San Bernardino shooter, here on a fiancé visa from Saudi 

Arabia, 122 wrote of her support for Jihad online. 123 124  A neighbor saw 

suspicious behavior but didn’t warn authorities, because said they 

didn’t want to be accused of racially profiling 125 – now many are dead 

and gravely wounded. 

                                                           
116 (Michelle Martin, “Migrants Linked To 69,000 Would-Be Or Actual Crimes In Germany In First Three Months Of 
2016: Police,” Reuters, 6/8/16) 
117 (Martha Raddatz, “State Dept. Lapses Aided 9/11 Hijackers,” ABC News, 10/23/02) 
118 (Josh Gerstein, “FBI Knew Earlier Of Boston Bombing Suspect,” Politico, 6/15/13) 
119 (Phil Marringly, Mike Dorning, and Julie Bykowica, “Boston Bombing Suspect Apprehended at Watertown 
Home,” Bloomberg, 4/20/13) 
120 “In January 2011, two counterterrorism agents from the bureau’s Boston field office interviewed Tamerlan and 
family members..” (Eric Schmitt, Michael S. Schmidt and Ellen Barry, “Bombing Inquiry Turns to Motive and Russian 
Trip,” The New York Times, 4/20/13) 
121 “In response to this [March] 2011 request, the FBI checked U.S. government databases and other information 
to look for such things as derogatory telephone communications, possible use of online sites associated with the 
promotion of radical activity, associations with other persons of interest, travel history and plans, and education 
history. The FBI also interviewed Tamerlan Tsarnaev and family member.” (FBI National Press Office, “2011 
Request for Information on Tamerlan Tsarnaev from Foreign Government,” FBI, 4/19/13) 
122 (Brian Bennett and Richard A. Serrano, “Scrutiny Of Tashfeen Malik's Fiancee Visa Fell Short, Congressional 
Investigators Say,” The Los Angeles Times, 12/18/15) 
123 (Evan Perez and Dana Ford, “San Bernardino Shooter’s Social Media Posts on Jihad Were Obscured,” CNN, 
12/14/15) 
124 (Richard A. Serrano, “Tashfeen Malik Messaged Facebook Friends About Her Support For Jihad,” Los Angeles 
Times, 12/14/15) 
125 (Christian Datoc, “Shooter’s Neighbor Didn’t Report ‘Suspicious Activity’ For Fear of Being Labeled Racist,” The 
Daily Caller, 12/3/15) 
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The shooter in Orlando reportedly celebrated in his classroom after 

9/11. 126  He too was interviewed by the FBI. 127  His father, a native of 

Afghanistan, 128 supported the oppressive Taliban regime, 129 and 

expressed anti-American views 130 – and by the way, was just seen 

sitting behind Hillary Clinton with a big smile on his face all the way 

through her speech.  He obviously liked what she had to say.   

The Ft. Hood Shooter delivered a presentation to a room full of mental 

health experts before the attacks in which he threw out one red flag 

after another. 131  He even proclaimed that “we love death more than 

you love life!” 

These warnings signs were ignored because political correctness has 

replaced common sense in our society 

That is why one of my first acts as President will be to establish a 

Commission on Radical Islam – which will include reformist voices in the 

Muslim community who will hopefully work with us.  We want to build 

bridges and erase divisions. 

The goal of the commission will be to identify and explain to the 

American public the core convictions and beliefs of Radical Islam, to 

identify the warning signs of radicalization, and to expose the networks 

in our society that support radicalization. 

                                                           
126 (Hunter Walker and Jason Sickles, “Orlando Shooter Omar Mateen Was Suspended For Cheering 9/11 And 
Beating Another Student In High School,” Yahoo, 6/16/16) 
127 (Mark Mazzetti, Eric Lichtblau and Alan Blinder, “Omar Mateen, Twice Scrutinized by F.B.I., Shows Threat of 
Lone Terrorists,” The New York Times, 6/13/16) 
128 (Jonathan Landay and Yeganeh Torbati, “Father of Orlando Shooter Hosted Political Show on Afghan-Pakistan 
Issues,” Reuters, 6/13/16) 
129 (Tim Craig, Max Bearak and Lee Powell, “Shooter Omar Mateen’s Father Says He’s Saddened By Massacre, Calls 
Gunman ‘A Good Son’,” The Washington Post, 6/13/16) 
130 (Tucker Reals, "What Has the Orlando Gunman's Father Said?," CBS News, 6/13/16) 
131 (Dana Priest, “Fort Hood Suspect Warned Of Threats Within The Ranks,” The Washington Post, 11/10/09) 
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This commission will be used to develop new protocols for local police 

officers, federal investigators, and immigration screeners.  

We will also keep open Guantanamo Bay, and place a renewed 

emphasis on human intelligence.  Drone strikes will remain part of our 

strategy, but we will also seek to capture high-value targets to gain 

needed information to dismantle their organizations. Foreign 

combatants will be tried in military commissions. 

Finally, we will pursue aggressive criminal or immigration charges 

against anyone who lends material support to terrorism.  Similar to the 

effort to take down the mafia, this will be the understood mission of 

every federal investigator and prosecutor in the country. 

To accomplish a goal, you must state a mission: the support networks 

for Radical Islam in this country will be stripped out and removed one 

by one. 

Immigration officers will also have their powers restored: those who 

are guests in our country that are preaching hate will be asked to return 

home. 

To Make America Safe Again, We Must Work Together Again 

Our victory in the Cold War relied on a bipartisan and international 

consensus.  That is what we must have to defeat Radical Islamic 

terrorism. 

But just like we couldn’t defeat communism without acknowledging 

that communism exists – or explaining its evils – we can’t defeat Radical 

Islamic Terrorism unless we do the same. 

This also means we have to promote the exceptional virtues of our own 

way of life – and expecting that newcomers to our society do the same. 
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Pride in our institutions, our history and our values should be taught by 

parents and teachers, and impressed upon all who join our society. 

Assimilation is not an act of hostility, but an expression of compassion.  

Our system of government, and our American culture, is the best in the 

world and will produce the best outcomes for all who adopt it. 

This approach will not only make us safer, but bring us closer together 

as a country. 

Renewing this spirit of Americanism will help heal the divisions in our 

country.  It will do so by emphasizing what we have in common – not 

what pulls us apart. 

This is my pledge to the American people: as your President I will be 

your greatest champion.  I will fight to ensure that every American is 

treated equally, protected equally, and honored equally.  We will reject 

bigotry and oppression in all its forms, and seek a new future built on 

our common culture and values as one American people. 

Only this way, will we make America Great Again and Safe Again – For 

Everyone.  

Thank you. 
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On Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2017, ABC News "World News Tonight" anchor David Muir interviewed 
President Donald Trump in the White House. The following is a transcript of the interview:

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, it's an honor to be here at the White House.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you very much, David.

DAVID MUIR: Let me ask you, has the magnitude of this job hit you yet?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: It has periodically hit me. And it is a tremendous magnitude. And where 
you really see it is when you're talking to the generals about problems in the world. And we do 
have problems in the world. Big problems. The business also hits because the ‐‐ the size of it. 
The size.

I was with the Ford yesterday. And with General Motors yesterday. The top representatives, 
great people. And they're gonna do some tremendous work in the United States. They're gonna 
build plants back in the United States. But when you see the size, even as a businessman, the 
size of the investment that these big companies are gonna make, it hits you even in that regard. 
But we're gonna bring jobs back to America, like I promised on the campaign trail.

DAVID MUIR: And we're gonna get to it all right here.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Good.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, I want to start ‐‐ we're five days in. And your campaign promises. I 
know today you plan on signing the order to build the wall.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Correct.

DAVID MUIR: Are you going to direct U.S. funds to pay for this wall? Will American taxpayers 
pay for the wall?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Ultimately it'll come out of what's happening with Mexico. We're gonna be 
starting those negotiations relatively soon. And we will be in a form reimbursed by Mexico 
which I will say ...

DAVID MUIR: So, they'll pay us back?
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: Yeah, absolutely, 100 percent.

DAVID MUIR: So, the American taxpayer will pay for the wall at first?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: All it is, is we'll be reimbursed at a later date from whatever transaction we 
make from Mexico. Now, I could wait a year and I could hold off the wall. But I wanna build the 
wall. We have to build the wall. We have to stop drugs from pouring in. We have to stop people 
from just pouring into our country. We have no idea where they're from. And I campaigned on 
the wall. And it's very important. But that wall will cost us nothing.

DAVID MUIR: But you talked ‐‐ often about Mexico paying for the wall. And you, again, say 
they'll pay us back. Mexico's president said in recent days that Mexico absolutely will not pay, 
adding that, "It goes against our dignity as a country and our dignity as Mexicans." He says ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: David, he has to say that. He has to say that. But I'm just telling you there 
will be a payment. It will be in a form, perhaps a complicated form. And you have to understand 
what I'm doing is good for the United States. It's also going to be good for Mexico.

We wanna have a very stable, very solid Mexico. Even more solid than it is right now. And they 
need it also. Lots of things are coming across Mexico that they don't want. I think it's going to 
be a good thing for both countries. And I think the relationship will be better than ever before.

You know, when we had a prisoner in Mexico, as you know, two years ago, that we were trying 
to get out. And Mexico was not helping us, I will tell you, those days are over. I think we're 
gonna end up with a much better relationship with Mexico. We will have the wall and in a very 
serious form Mexico will pay for the wall.

DAVID MUIR: What are you gonna say to some of your supporters who might say, "Wait a 
minute, I thought Mexico was going to pay for this right at the start."

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, I'd say very simply that they are going to pay for it. I never said 
they're gonna pay from the start. I said Mexico will pay for the wall. But what I will tell my 
supporters is, "Would you like me to wait two years or three years before I make this deal?" 
Because we have to make a deal on NAFTA. We have to make a new trade deal with Mexico 
because we're getting clobbered.

We have a $60‐billion trade deficit. So, if you want, I can wait two years and then we can do it 
nice and easily. I wanna start the wall immediately. Every supporter I have ‐‐ I have had so many 
people calling and tweeting and ‐‐ and writing letters saying they're so happy about it. I wanna 
start the wall. We will be reimbursed for the wall.

DAVID MUIR: When does construction begin?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: As soon as we can. As soon as we can physically do it. We're ...

DAVID MUIR: Within months?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I would say in months. Yeah, I would say in months. Certainly planning is 
starting immediately.

DAVID MUIR: People feel ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We'll be having some really good, really solid plans within a short period of 
time.

DAVID MUIR: When people learn of the news of this wall today there are gonna be a lot of 
people listening to this. And I wanna ask about undocumented immigrants who are here ‐‐ in 
this country. Right now they're protected as so‐called dreamers ‐‐ the children who were 
brought here, as you know, by their parents. Should they be worried ‐‐ that they could be 
deported? And is there anything you can say to assure them right now that they'll be allowed to 
stay?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: They shouldn't be very worried. They are here illegally. They shouldn't be 
very worried. I do have a big heart. We're going to take care of everybody. We're going to have 
a very strong border. We're gonna have a very solid border. Where you have great people that 
are here that have done a good job, they should be far less worried. We'll be coming out with 
policy on that over the next period of four weeks.

DAVID MUIR: But Mr. President, will they be allowed to stay?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I'm gonna tell you over the next four weeks. But I will tell you, we're 
looking at this, the whole immigration situation, we're looking at it with great heart. Now we 
have criminals that are here. We have really bad people that are here. Those people have to be 
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worried 'cause they're getting out. We're gonna get them out. We're gonna get 'em out fast. 
General Kelly is ‐‐ I've given that as his number one priority.

DAVID MUIR: Senator Jeff Sessions, your pick for attorney general, as you know during his 
confirmation hearing said that ending DACA, this is President Obama's policy protecting the 
dreamers ‐‐ that, "Ending it certainly would be constitutional." That you could end the 
protection of these dreamers. Is that a possibility?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We're gonna be talking with ‐‐ attorney general. He will soon be the 
attorney general. He's done fantastically well. We're all very proud of him. I thought he was 
treated very, very unfairly. He's a brilliant man and he's a very good man. He'll do a fantastic 
job. I'll be speaking to him as soon as he's affirmed.

DAVID MUIR: So, it's a possibility.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We will be talking to the attorney general.

DAVID MUIR: I wanna ask you about something you said this week right here at the White 
House. You brought in congressional leaders to the White House. You spoke at length about the 
presidential election with them ‐‐ telling them that you lost the popular vote because of 
millions of illegal votes, 3 to 5 million illegal votes. That would be the biggest electoral fraud in 
American history. Where is the evidence of that?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: So, let me tell you first of all, it was so misrepresented. That was supposed 
to be a confidential meeting. And you weren't supposed to go out and talk to the press as soon 
as you ‐‐ but the Democrats viewed it not as a confidential meeting.

DAVID MUIR: But you have tweeted ...

(OVERTALK)

DAVID MUIR: ... about the millions of illegals ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Sure. And I do ‐‐ and I'm very ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... and I mean it. But just so you ‐‐ it was supposed to be a confidential 
meeting. They turned it into not a con... Number two, the conversation lasted for about a 
minute. They made it ‐‐ somebody said it was, like, 25 percent of the ... It wasn't. It was hardly 
even discussed.

I said it. And I said it strongly because what's going on with voter fraud is horrible. That's 
number one. Number two, I would've won the popular vote if I was campaigning for the 
popular vote. I would've gone to California where I didn't go at all. I would've gone to New York 
where I didn't campaign at all.

I would've gone to a couple of places that I didn't go to. And I would've won that much easier 
than winning the electoral college. But as you know, the electoral college is all that matters. It 
doesn't make any difference. So, I would've won very, very easily. But it's a different form of 
winning. You would campaign much differently. You would have a totally different campaign. 
So, but ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... you're just asking a question. I would've easily won the popular vote, 
much easier, in my opinion, than winning the electoral college. I ended up going to 19 different 
states. I went to the state of Maine four times for one. I needed one.

I went to M‐‐ I got it, by the way. But it turned out I didn't need it because we ended up winning 
by a massive amount, 306. I needed 270. We got 306. You and everybody said, "There's no way 
you get to 270." I mean, your network said and almost everybody said, "There's no way you can 
get to ..." So, I went to Maine four times. I went to various places. And that's the beauty of the 
electoral college. With that being said, if you look at voter registration, you look at the dead 
people that are registered to vote who vote, you look at people that are registered in two 
states, you look at all of these different things that are happening with registration. You take a 
look at those registration for ‐‐ you're gonna s‐‐ find ‐‐ and we're gonna do an investigation on 
it.

DAVID MUIR: But 3 to 5 million illegal votes?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, we're gonna find out. But it could very well be that much. Absolutely.

DAVID MUIR: But ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: But we're gonna find out.
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(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: In fact, I heard one of the other side, they were saying it's not 3 to 5. It's 
not 3 to 5. I said, "Well, Mr. Trump is talking about registration, tell‐‐" He said, "You know we 
don't wanna talk about registration." They don't wanna talk about registration.

You have people that are registered who are dead, who are illegals, who are in two states. You 
have people registered in two states. They're registered in a New York and a New Jersey. They 
vote twice. There are millions of votes, in my opinion. Now ...

DAVID MUIR: But again ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I'm doing an ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... investigation. David, David, David ...

DAVID MUIR: You’re now, you’re now president of the United States when you say ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Of course, and I want the voting process to be legitimate.

DAVID MUIR: But what I'm asking ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: The people that ...

DAVID MUIR: ... what I'm asking that ‐‐ when you say in your opinion millions of illegal votes, 
that is something that is extremely fundamental to our functioning democracy, a fair and free 
election.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Sure. Sure. Sure.

DAVID MUIR: You say you're gonna launch an investigation.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Sure, done.

DAVID MUIR: What you have presented so far has been debunked. It's been called ...

(OVERTALK)

DAVID MUIR: ... false.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, it hasn't. Take a look at the Pew reports.

DAVID MUIR: I called the author of the Pew report last night. And he told me that they found 
no evidence of voter ...

(OVERTALK)

DAVID MUIR: ... fraud.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Really? Then why did he write the report?

DAVID MUIR: He said no evidence of voter fraud.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Excuse me, then why did he write the report?

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: According to Pew report, then he's ‐‐ then he's groveling again. You know, I 
always talk about the reporters that grovel when they wanna write something that you wanna 
hear but not necessarily millions of people wanna hear or have to hear.

DAVID MUIR: So, you’ve launched an investigation?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We're gonna launch an investigation to find out. And then the next time ‐‐
and I will say this, of those votes cast, none of 'em come to me. None of 'em come to me. They 
would all be for the other side. None of 'em come to me. But when you look at the people that 
are registered: dead, illegal and two states and some cases maybe three states ‐‐ we have a lot 
to look into.

DAVID MUIR: House Speaker Paul Ryan has said, "I have seen no evidence. I have made this 
very, very clear." Senator Lindsey Graham saying, "It's the most inappropriate thing for a 
president to say without proof. He seems obsessed with the idea that he could not have 
possibly lost the popular vote without cheating and fraud." I wanna ask you about something 
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bigger here. Does it matter more now ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: There's nothing bigger. There's nothing bigger.

DAVID MUIR: But it is important because ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Let me just tell you, you know what's important, millions of people agree 
with me when I say that if you would’ve looked on one of the other networks and all of the 
people that were calling in they're saying, "We agree with Mr. Trump. We agree." They're very 
smart people.

The people that voted for me ‐‐ lots of people are saying they saw things happen. I heard 
stories also. But you're not talking about millions. But it's a small little segment. I will tell you, 
it's a good thing that we're doing because at the end we're gonna have an idea as to what's 
going on. Now, you're telling me Pew report has all of a sudden changed. But you have other 
reports and you have other statements. You take a look at the registrations, how many dead 
people are there? Take a look at the registrations as to the other things that I already 
presented.

DAVID MUIR: And you're saying ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: And you're gonna find ...

DAVID MUIR: ... those people who are on the rolls voted, that there are millions of illegal votes?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I didn't say there are millions. But I think there could very well be millions 
of people. That's right.

DAVID MUIR: You tweeted though ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: And I also say this ...

DAVID MUIR: ... you tweeted, "If you deduct the millions of people who voted illegally, I won 
the popular vote."

PRESIDENT TRUMP: David, and I also say this, if I was going for the popular vote I would've won 
easily. But I would've been in California and New York. I wouldn't have been in Maine. I 
wouldn't have been in Iowa. I wouldn't have been in Nebraska and all of those states that I had 
to win in order to win this. I would've been in New York, I would've been in California. I never 
even went there.

DAVID MUIR: Let me just ask you, you did win. You're the president. You're sitting ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: That’s true.

DAVID MUIR: ... across from me right now.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: That's true.

DAVID MUIR: Do you think that your words matter more now?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Yes, very much.

DAVID MUIR: Do you think that that talking about millions of illegal votes is dangerous to this 
country without presenting the evidence?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, not at all.

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Not at all because many people feel the same way that I do. And ...

DAVID MUIR: You don't think it undermines your credibility if there’s no evidence?

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, not at all because they didn't come to me. Believe me. Those were 
Hillary votes. And if you look at it they all voted for Hillary. They all voted for Hillary. They didn't 
vote for me. I don't believe I got one. Okay, these are people that voted for Hillary Clinton. And 
if they didn't vote, it would've been different in the popular.

Now, you have to understand I ‐‐ I focused on those four or five states that I had to win. Maybe 
she didn't. She should've gone to Michigan. She thought she had it in the bag. She should've 
gone to Wisconsin, she thought she had it because you're talking about 38 years of, you know, 
Democrat wins. But they didn't. I went to Michigan, I went to Wisconsin. I went to Pennsylvania 
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all the time. I went to all of the states that are ‐‐ Florida and North Carolina. That's all I focused 
on.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, it does strike me though that we're relitigating the presidential 
campaign, the election ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, no. We're looking at it for the next time. No, no, you have to 
understand, I had a tremendous victory, one of the great victories ever. In terms of counties I 
think the most ever or just about the most ever. When you look at a map it's all red. Red 
meaning us, Republicans.

One of the greatest victories ever. But, again, I ran for the electoral college. I didn't run for the 
popular vote. What I'm saying is if there are these problems that many people agree with me 
that there might be. Look, Barack Obama ‐‐ if you look back ‐‐ eight years ago when he first 
ran ‐‐ he was running for office in Chicago for we needed Chicago vote.

And he was laughing at the system because he knew all of those votes were going to him. You 
look at Philadelphia, you look at what's going on in Philadelphia. But take a look at the tape of 
Barack Obama who wrote me, by the way, a very beautiful letter in the drawer of the desk. 
Very beautiful. And I appreciate it. But look at what he said, it's on tape. Look at what he said 
about voting in Chicago eight years ago. It's not changed. It hasn't changed, believe me. 
Chicago, look what's going on in Chicago. It's only gotten worse.

But he was smiling and laughing about the vote in Chicago. Now, once he became president he 
didn't do that. All of a sudden it became this is the foundation of our country. So, here's the 
point, you have a lot of stuff going on possibly. I say probably. But possibly. We're gonna get to 
the bottom of it.

And then we're gonna make sure it doesn't happen again. If people are registered wrongly, if 
illegals are registered to vote, which they are, if dead people are registered to vote and voting, 
which they do. There are some. I don't know how many. We're gonna try finding that out and 
the other categories that we talk about, double states where they're ‐‐ registered in two states, 
we're gonna get to the bottom of it because we have to stop it. Because I agree, so important. 
But the other side is trying to downplay this. Now, I'll say this ‐‐ I think that if that didn't 
happen, first of all, would ‐‐ would be a great thing if it didn't happen. But I believe it did 
happen. And I believe a part of the vote would've been much different.

DAVID MUIR: And you believe millions of illegal votes ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, we're gonna find out.

DAVID MUIR: Let me ask you this ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We're gonna find out. And ‐‐ and, by the way, when I say you're gonna find 
out. You can never really find, you know, there are gonna be ‐‐ no matter what numbers we 
come up with there are gonna be lots of people that did things that we're not going to find out 
about. But we will find out because we need a better system where that can't happen.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, I just have one more question on this. And it's ‐‐ it's bigger picture. 
You took some heat after your visit to the CIA in front of that hallowed wall, 117 stars ‐‐ of 
those lost at the CIA. You talked about other things. But you also talked about crowd size at the 
inauguration, about the size of your rallies, about covers on Time magazine. And I just wanna 
ask you when does all of that matter just a little less? When do you let it roll off your back now 
that you're the president?

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: OK, so I'm glad you asked. So, I went to the CIA, my first step. I have great 
respect for the people in intelligence and CIA. I'm ‐‐ I don't have a lot of respect for, in particular 
one of the leaders. But that's okay. But I have a lot of respect for the people in the CIA.

That speech was a home run. That speech, if you look at Fox, OK, I'll mention you ‐‐ we see 
what Fox said. They said it was one of the great speeches. They showed the people applauding 
and screaming and ‐‐ and they were all CIA. There was ‐‐ somebody was asking Sean ‐‐ "Well, 
were they Trump people that were put‐‐" we don't have Trump people. They were CIA people.

That location was given to me. Mike Pence went up before me, paid great homage to the wall. I 
then went up, paid great homage to the wall. I then spoke to the crowd. I got a standing 
ovation. In fact, they said it was the biggest standing ovation since Peyton Manning had won 
the Super Bowl and they said it was equal. I got a standing ovation. It lasted for a long period of 
time. What you do is take ‐‐ take out your tape ‐‐ you probably ran it live. I know when I do 
good speeches. I know when I do bad speeches. That speech was a total home run. They loved 
it. I could've ...

(OVERTALK)
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... gotten ...

DAVID MUIR: You would give the same speech if you went back ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Absolutely.

DAVID MUIR: ... in front of that wall?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: People loved it. They loved it. They gave me a standing ovation for a long 
period of time. They never even sat down, most of them, during the speech. There was love in 
the room. You and other networks covered it very inaccurately. I hate to say this to you and you 
probably won't put it on but turn on Fox and see how it was covered. And see how people 
respond to that speech.

That speech was a good speech. And you and a couple of other networks tried to downplay that 
speech. And it was very, very unfortunate that you did. The people of the CIA loved the speech. 
If I was going to take a vote in that room, there were, like, 300, 350 people, over 1,000 wanted 
to be there but they couldn't. They were all CIA people. I would say I would've gotten 350 to 
nothing in that room. That's what the vote would've been. That speech was a big hit, a big 
success ‐‐ success. And then I came back and I watched you on television and a couple of 
others.

DAVID MUIR: Not me personally.

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: And they tried to demean. Excuse me?

DAVID MUIR: Not me personally.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Not you personally but your network ‐‐ and they tried to demean the 
speech. And I know when things are good or bad. A poll just came out on my inauguration 
speech which was extraordinary that people loved it. Loved and liked. And it was an 
extraordinary poll.

DAVID MUIR: I guess that's what I'm getting at. You talked about the poll, the people loving 
your inaugural speech and the size of your ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, because you bring it up.

DAVID MUIR: I'm asking, well, on day one you ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, you just brought it up. I didn't bring it up. I didn't wanna ‐‐ talk about 
the inauguration speech. But I think I did a very good job and people really liked it. You saw the 
poll. Just came out this morning. You bring it up. I didn't bring it up.

DAVID MUIR: So, polls and crowd size and covers on Time, those still matter now that you're 
here as president.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, you keep bringing it up. I had a massive amount of people here. They 
were showing pictures that were very unflattering, as unflattering ‐‐ from certain angles ‐‐ that 
were taken early and lots of other things. I'll show you a picture later if you’d like of a massive 
crowd.

In terms of a total audience including television and everything else that you have we had 
supposedly the biggest crowd in history. The audience watching the show. And I think you 
would even agree to that. They say I had the biggest crowd in the history of inaugural speeches. 
I'm honored by that. But I didn't bring it up. You just brought it up.

DAVID MUIR: See, I ‐‐ I'm not interested in the inaugural crowd size. I think the American 
people can look at images side by side and decide for themselves. I am curious about the first 
full day here at the White House, choosing to send the press secretary out into the briefing 
room, summoning reporters to talk about the inaugural crowd size. Does that send a message 
to the American people that that's ‐‐ that's more important than some of the very pressing 
issues?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Part of my whole victory was that the men and women of this country who 
have been forgotten will never be forgotten again. Part of that is when they try and demean me 
unfairly 'cause we had a massive crowd of people. We had a crowd ‐‐ I looked over that sea of 
people and I said to myself, "Wow."

And I've seen crowds before. Big, big crowds. That was some crowd. When I looked at the 
numbers that happened to come in from all of the various sources, we had the biggest 
audience in the history of inaugural speeches. I said the men and women that I was talking to 
who came out and voted will never be forgotten again. Therefore I won't allow you or other 
people like you to demean that crowd and to demean the people that came to Washington, 
D.C., from faraway places because they like me. But more importantly they like what I'm saying.
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DAVID MUIR: I just wanna say I didn't demean anyone who was in that crowd. We did coverage 
for hours ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, I think you’re demeaning by talking the way you're talking. I think 
you're demeaning. And that's why I think a lot of people turned on you and turned on a lot of 
other people. And that's why you have a 17 percent approval rating, which is pretty bad.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. Trump, let's talk about many of the things that have happened this week. 
Chicago. Last night you tweeted about the murder rate in Chicago saying, "If Chicago doesn't fix 
the horrible carnage going on I will send in the feds."

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Right.

DAVID MUIR: You will send in the feds? What do you mean by that?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: It's carnage. You know, in my speech I got tremendous ‐‐ from certain 
people the word carnage. It is carnage. It's horrible carnage. This is Afghanistan ‐‐ is not like 
what's happening in Chicago. People are being shot left and right. Thousands of people over a 
period ‐‐ over a short period of time.

This year, which has just started, is worse than last year, which was a catastrophe. They're not 
doing the job. Now if they want help, I would love to help them. I will send in what we have to 
send in. Maybe they're not gonna have to be so politically correct. Maybe they're being overly 
political correct. Maybe there's something going on. But you can't have those killings going on 
in Chicago. Chicago is like a war zone. Chicago is worse than some of the people that you report 
in some of the places that you report about every night ...

DAVID MUIR: So, I will send ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... in the Middle East.

DAVID MUIR: ... you mentioned federal assistance. There's federal assistance and then there's 
sending in the feds. I'm just curious would you take action on your own?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I want them to fix the problem. You can't have thousands of people being 
shot in a city, in a country that I happen to be president of. Maybe it's okay if somebody else is 
president. I want them to fix the problem. They have a problem that's very easily fixable.

They're gonna have to get tougher and stronger and smarter. But they gotta fix the problem. I 
don't want to have thousands of people shot in a city where essentially I'm the president. I love 
Chicago. I know Chicago. And Chicago is a great city, can be a great city.

DAVID MUIR: And if they’re unable to fix it?

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: It can't be a great city. Excuse me. It can't be a great city if people are shot 
walking down the street for a loaf of bread. Can't be a great city.

DAVID MUIR: And if they are unable to fix it, that's when you would send in the feds?

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, so far they have been unable. It’s been going on for years. And I 
wasn't president. So, look, when President Obama was there two weeks ago making a speech, 
very nice speech. Two people were shot and killed during his speech. You can't have that.

DAVID MUIR: Let me ask ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: They weren't shot at the speech. But they were shot in the city of Chicago 
during his speech. What ‐‐ what's going on? So, all I'm saying is to the mayor who came up to 
my office recently ‐‐ I say, "You have to smarten up and you have to toughen up because you 
can't let that happen. That's a war zone."

DAVID MUIR: So, this is an "or else." This is a warning?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I want them to straighten out the problem. It's a big problem.

DAVID MUIR: Let me ask you about a new report that you were poised to lift a ban on so‐called 
CIA black sites of prisons around the world that have been used in the past. Is that true?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, I'll be talking about that in about two hours. So, you'll be there and 
you'll be able to see it for yourself.

DAVID MUIR: Are you gonna lift the ban?
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: You're gonna see in about two hours.

DAVID MUIR: The last president, President Obama, said the U.S. does not torture. Will you say 
that?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, I have a general who I have great respect for, General Mattis, who 
said ‐‐ I was a little surprised ‐‐ who said he's not a believer in torture. As you know, Mr. 
Pompeo was just approved, affirmed by the Senate. He's a fantastic guy, he's gonna be the 
head of the CIA.

And you have somebody fabulous as opposed to the character that just got out who didn't ‐‐
was not fabulous at all. And he will I think do a great job. And he is ‐‐ you know, I haven't gone 
into great detail. But I will tell you I have spoken to others in intelligence. And they are big 
believers in, as an example, waterboarding.

DAVID MUIR: You did tell me ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Because they say it does work. It does work.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, you ...

(OVERTALK)

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, you told me during one of the debates that you would bring back 
waterboarding and a hell of a lot worse.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I would do ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I would do ‐‐ I wanna keep our country safe. I wanna keep our country safe.

DAVID MUIR: What does that mean?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: When they're shooting ‐‐ when they're chopping off the heads of our 
people and other people, when they're chopping off the heads of people because they happen 
to be a Christian in the Middle East, when ISIS is doing things that nobody has ever heard of 
since Medieval times, would I feel strongly about waterboarding?

As far as I'm concerned we have to fight fire with fire. Now, with that being said I'm going with 
General Mattis. I'm going with my secretary because I think Pompeo's gonna be phenomenal. 
I'm gonna go with what they say. But I have spoken as recently as 24 hours ago with people at 
the highest level of intelligence. And I asked them the question, "Does it work? Does torture 
work?" And the answer was, "Yes, absolutely."

DAVID MUIR: You're now the president. Do you want waterboarding?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I don't want people to chop off the citizens or anybody's heads in the 
Middle East. Okay? Because they're Christian or Muslim or anything else. I don't want ‐‐ look, 
you are old enough to have seen a time that was much different. You never saw heads chopped 
off until a few years ago.

Now they chop 'em off and they put 'em on camera and they send 'em all over the world. So we 
have that and we're not allowed to do anything. We're not playing on an even field. I will say 
this, I will rely on Pompeo and Mattis and my group. And if they don't wanna do, that's fine. If 
they do wanna do, then I will work for that end.

I wanna do everything within the bounds of what you're allowed to do legally. But do I feel it 
works? Absolutely I feel it works. Have I spoken to people at the top levels and people that 
have seen it work? I haven't seen it work. But I think it works. Have I spoken to people that feel 
strongly about it? Absolutely.

DAVID MUIR: So, you'd be okay with it as ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I wanna keep ...

DAVID MUIR: ... president?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... no, I wanna ‐‐ I will rely on General Mattis. And I'm gonna rely on those 
two people and others. And if they don't wanna do it, it's 100 percent okay with me. Do I think 
it works? Absolutely.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, I wanna ask you about refugees. You're about to sign a sweeping 
executive action to suspend immigration to this country.
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: Right.

DAVID MUIR: Who are we talking about? Is this the Muslim ban?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We're talking about ‐‐ no it's not the Muslim ban. But it's countries that 
have tremendous terror. It's countries that we're going to be spelling out in a little while in the 
same speech. And it's countries that people are going to come in and cause us tremendous 
problems. Our country has enough problems without allowing people to come in who, in many 
cases or in some cases, are looking to do tremendous destruction.

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: You look at what's happening ...

DAVID MUIR: Which countries are we talking about?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... you'll be hearing about it in two hours because I have a whole list. You'll 
be very thrilled. You're looking at people that come in, in many cases, in some cases with evil 
intentions. I don't want that. They're ISIS. They're coming under false pretense. I don't want 
that.

I'm gonna be the president of a safe country. We have enough problems. Now I'll absolutely do 
safe zones in Syria for the people. I think that Europe has made a tremendous mistake by 
allowing these millions of people to go into Germany and various other countries. And all you 
have to do is take a look. It's ‐‐ it's a disaster what's happening over there.

I don't want that to happen here. Now with that being said, President Obama and Hillary 
Clinton have, and Kerry have allowed tens of thousands of people into our country. The FBI is 
now investigating more people than ever before having to do with terror. They ‐‐ and it's from 
the group of people that came in. So look, look, our country has a lot of problems. Believe me. I 
know what the problems are even better than you do. They're deep problems, they're serious 
problems. We don't need more.

DAVID MUIR: Let me ask you about some of the countries that won't be on the list, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia. Why are we going to allow people to come into this country ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: You're going to see ‐‐ you're going to see. We're going to have extreme 
vetting in all cases. And I mean extreme. And we're not letting people in if we think there's even 
a little chance of some problem.

DAVID MUIR: Are you at all ...

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We are excluding certain countries. But for other countries we're gonna 
have extreme vetting. It's going to be very hard to come in. Right now it's very easy to come in. 
It's gonna be very, very hard. I don't want terror in this country. You look at what happened in 
San Bernardino. You look at what happened all over. You look at what happened in the World 
Trade Center. Okay, I mean, take that as an example.

DAVID MUIR: Are you at all ...

(OVERTALK)

DAVID MUIR: ... concerned ‐‐ are you at all concerned it's going to cause more anger among 
Muslims ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Anger?

DAVID MUIR: ... the world?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: There's plenty of anger right now. How can you have more?

DAVID MUIR: You don't think it'll ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Look, David ...

DAVID MUIR: ... exacerbate the problem?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... David, I mean, I know you're a sophisticated guy. The world is a mess. 
The world is as angry as it gets. What? You think this is gonna cause a little more anger? The 
world is an angry place. All of this has happened. We went into Iraq. We shouldn't have gone 
into Iraq. We shouldn't have gotten out the way we got out.

The world is a total mess. Take a look at what's happening with Aleppo. Take a look what's 
happening in Mosul. Take a look what's going on in the Middle East. And people are fleeing and 
they're going into Europe and all over the place. The world is a mess, David.
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DAVID MUIR: You brought up Iraq and something you said that could affect American troops in 
recent days. You said, "We should've kept the oil but okay maybe we'll have another chance." 
What did you mean by that?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, we should've kept the oil when we got out. And, you know, it's very 
interesting, had we taken the oil, you wouldn't have ISIS because they fuel themselves with the 
oil. That's where they got the money. They got the money from leaving ‐‐ when we left, we left 
Iraq, which wasn't a government. It's not a government now.

And by the way, and I said something else, if we go in and do this. You have two nations, Iraq 
and Iran. And they were essentially the same military strength. And they'd fight for decades and 
decades. They'd fight forever. And they'd keep fighting and it would go ‐‐ it was just a way of 
life. We got in, we decapitated one of those nations, Iraq. I said, "Iran is taking over Iraq." That's 
essentially what happened.

DAVID MUIR: So, you believe we can go in and take the oil.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We should have taken the oil. You wouldn't have ISIS if we took the oil. 
Now I wasn't talking about it from the standpoint of ISIS because the way we got out was 
horrible. We created a vacuum and ISIS formed. But had we taken the oil something else 
would've very good happened. They would not have been able to fuel their rather unbelievable 
drive to destroy large portions of the world.

DAVID MUIR: You've heard the critics who say that would break all international law, taking the 
oil. But I wanna get to the words ...

(OVERTALK)

DAVID MUIR: ... that you ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Wait, wait, can you believe that? Who are the critics who say that? Fools.

DAVID MUIR: Let, let me ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: I don't call them critics. I call them fools.

DAVID MUIR: ... let me talk about your words ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We should've kept ‐‐ excuse me. We should've taken the oil. And if we took 
the oil you wouldn't have ISIS. And we would have had wealth. We have spent right now $6 
trillion in the Middle East. And our country is falling apart.

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Our roads ‐‐ excuse me. Our roads, our bridges, our schools, it's falling 
apart. We have spent as of one month ago $6 trillion in the Middle East. And in our country we 
can't afford to build a school in Brooklyn or we can't afford to build a school in Los Angeles. And 
we can't afford to fix up our inner cities. We can't afford to do anything. Look, it's time. It's 
been our longest war. We've been in there for 15, 16 years. Nobody even knows what the date 
is because they don't really know when did we start. But it's time. It's time.

DAVID MUIR: What got my attention, Mr. President, was when you said, "Maybe we'll have 
another chance."

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Well, don't let it get your attention too much because we'll see what 
happens. I mean, we're gonna see what happens. You know, I told you and I told everybody 
else that wants to talk when it comes to the military I don't wanna discuss things.

I wanna let ‐‐ I wanna let the action take place before the talk takes place. I watched in Mosul 
when a number of months ago generals and politicians would get up and say, "We're going into 
Mosul in four months." Then they'd say, "We're going in in three months, two months, one 
month. We're going in next week."

Okay, and I kept saying to myself, "Gee, why do they have to keep talking about going in?" All 
right, so now they go in and it is tough because they're giving the enemy all this time to 
prepare. I don't wanna do a lot of talking on the military. I wanna talk after it's finished, not 
before it starts.

DAVID MUIR: Let me ask you, Mr. President, about another promise involving Obamacare to 
repeal it. And you told The Washington Post that your plan to replace Obamacare will include 
insurance for everybody. That sounds an awful lot like universal coverage.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: It's going to be ‐‐ what my plan is is that I wanna take care of everybody. 
I'm not gonna leave the lower 20 percent that can't afford insurance. Just so you understand 
people talk about Obamacare. And I told the Republicans this, the best thing we could do is 
nothing for two years, let it explode. And then we'll go in and we'll do a new plan and ‐‐ and the 
Democrats will vote for it. Believe me.
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Because this year you'll have 150 percent increases. Last year in Arizona 116 perecent increase, 
Minnesota 60 some‐odd percent increase. And I told them, except for one problem, I wanna get 
it fixed. The best thing I could do as the leader of this country‐‐ but as wanting to get something 
approved with support of the Democrats, if I didn't do anything for two years they'd be begging 
me to do something. But I don't wanna do that. So just so you unders‐‐ Obamacare is a disaster.

It's too expensive. It's horrible health care. It doesn't cover what you have to cover. It's a 
disaster. You know it and I know it. And I said to the Republican folks‐‐ and they're terrific folks, 
Mitch and Paul Ryan, I said, "Look, if you go fast ‐‐ and I'm okay in doing it because it's the right 
thing to do. We wanna get good coverage at much less cost." I said, "If you go fast we then own 
Obamacare. They're gonna put it on us. And Obamacare is a disaster waiting to explode. If you 
sit back and let it explode it's gonna be much easier." That's the thing to do. But the right thing 
to do is to get something done now.

DAVID MUIR: But you ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: So I wanna make sure that nobody's dying on the streets when I'm 
president. Nobody's gonna be dying on the streets. We will unleash something that's gonna be 
terrific. And remember this, before Obamacare you had a lot of people that were very, very 
happy with their health care.

And now those people in many cases don't even have health care. They don't even have 
anything that's acceptable to them. Remember this, keep your doctor, keep your plan, 100 
percent. Remember the $5 billion website? Remember the website fiasco. I mean, you do admit 
that I think, right? The website fiasco.

Obamacare is a disaster. We are going to come up with a new plan ideally not an amended plan 
because right now if you look at the pages they're this high. We're gonna come up with a new 
plan that's going to be better health care for more people at a lesser cost.

DAVID MUIR: Last question because I know you're gonna show me around the White House. 
Last question on this. You've seen the estimate that 18 million Americans could lose their 
health insurance if Obamacare is repealed and there is no replacement. Can you assure those 
Americans watching this right now that they will not lose their health insurance or end up with 
anything less?

PRESIDENT TRUMP: So nobody ever deducts all the people that have already lost their health 
insurance that liked it. You had millions of people that liked their health insurance and their 
health care and their doctor and where they went. You had millions of people that now aren't 
insured anymore.

DAVID MUIR: I'm just asking about the people ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: No, no.

DAVID MUIR: ... who are nervous and watching ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We ...

DAVID MUIR: ... you for reassurance.

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... here's what I can assure you, we are going to have a better plan, much 
better health care, much better service treatment, a plan where you can have access to the 
doctor that you want and the plan that you want. We're gonna have a much better health care 
plan at much less money.

And remember Obamacare is ready to explode. And you interviewed me a couple of years ago. 
I said '17 ‐‐ right now, this year, "'17 is going to be a disaster." I'm very good at this stuff. "'17 is 
going to be a disaster cost‐wise for Obamacare. It's going to explode in '17."

And why not? Obama's a smart guy. So let it all come do because that's what's happening. It's 
all coming do in '17. We're gonna have an explosion. And to do it right, sit back, let it explode 
and let the Democrats come begging us to help them because it's on them. But I don't wanna 
do that. I wanna give great health care at a much lower cost.

DAVID MUIR: So, no one who has this health insurance through Obamacare will lose it or end 
up ...

PRESIDENT TRUMP: You know, when you ...

DAVID MUIR: ... with anything less?

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: ... say no one I think no one. Ideally, in the real world, you’re talking about 
millions of people. Will no one. And then, you know, knowing ABC, you'll have this one person 
on television saying how they were hurt. Okay. We want no one. We want the answer to be no 
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one.

But I will say millions of people will be happy. Right now you have millions and millions and 
millions of people that are unhappy. It's too expensive and it's no good. And the governor of 
Minnesota who unfortunately had a very, very sad incident yesterday 'cause he's a very nice 
guy but ‐‐ a couple of months ago he said that the Affordable Care Act is no longer affordable.

He's a staunch Democrat. Very strong Democrat. He said it's no longer affordable. He made that 
statement. And Bill Clinton on the campaign trail ‐‐ and he probably had a bad night that night 
when he went home ‐‐ but he said, "Obamacare is crazy. It's crazy." And you know what, they 
were both right.

DAVID MUIR: Mr. President, thank you.

(OVERTALK)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you very much. Appreciate it.

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *

Pasted from <http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/transcript‐abc‐news‐anchor‐david‐muir‐interviews‐president/story?id=
45047602> 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

 

 

For Immediate Release                           

January 27, 2017 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
 

- - - - - - - 
 

PROTECTING THE NATION FROM FOREIGN TERRORIST 
ENTRY INTO THE UNITED STATES 

 
 

     By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States of America, including 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. 1101 
et seq., and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, and to 
protect the American people from terrorist attacks by foreign 
nationals admitted to the United States, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 
 
     Section 1.  Purpose.  The visa-issuance process plays a 
crucial role in detecting individuals with terrorist ties and 
stopping them from entering the United States.  Perhaps in no 
instance was that more apparent than the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, when State Department policy prevented 
consular officers from properly scrutinizing the visa 
applications of several of the 19 foreign nationals who went on 
to murder nearly 3,000 Americans.  And while the visa-issuance 
process was reviewed and amended after the September 11 attacks 
to better detect would-be terrorists from receiving visas, these 
measures did not stop attacks by foreign nationals who were 
admitted to the United States. 
 
     Numerous foreign-born individuals have been convicted or 
implicated in terrorism-related crimes since September 11, 2001, 
including foreign nationals who entered the United States after 
receiving visitor, student, or employment visas, or who entered 
through the United States refugee resettlement program. 
Deteriorating conditions in certain countries due to war, 
strife, disaster, and civil unrest increase the likelihood that 
terrorists will use any means possible to enter the United 
States.  The United States must be vigilant during the visa-



issuance process to ensure that those approved for admission 
do not intend to harm Americans and that they have no ties to 
terrorism. 
 
     In order to protect Americans, the United States must 
ensure that those admitted to this country do not bear hostile 
attitudes toward it and its founding principles.  The United 
States cannot, and should not, admit those who do not support 
the Constitution, or those who would place violent ideologies 
over American law.  In addition, the United States should not 
admit those who engage in acts of bigotry or hatred (including 
"honor" killings, other forms of violence against women, or the 
persecution of those who practice religions different from their 
own) or those who would oppress Americans of any race, gender, 
or sexual orientation. 
 
     Sec. 2.  Policy.  It is the policy of the United States to 
protect its citizens from foreign nationals who intend to commit 
terrorist attacks in the United States; and to prevent the 
admission of foreign nationals who intend to exploit United 
States immigration laws for malevolent purposes. 
 
     Sec. 3.  Suspension of Issuance of Visas and Other 
Immigration Benefits to Nationals of Countries of Particular 
Concern.  (a)  The Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State and the Director of 
National Intelligence, shall immediately conduct a review to 
determine the information needed from any country to adjudicate 
any visa, admission, or other benefit under the INA 
(adjudications) in order to determine that the individual 
seeking the benefit is who the individual claims to be and is 
not a security or public-safety threat. 
 
     (b)  The Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State and the Director of National 
Intelligence, shall submit to the President a report on the 
results of the review described in subsection (a) of this 
section, including the Secretary of Homeland Security's 
determination of the information needed for adjudications and a 
list of countries that do not provide adequate information, 
within 30 days of the date of this order.  The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall provide a copy of the report to the 
Secretary of State and the Director of National Intelligence. 
 
     (c)  To temporarily reduce investigative burdens on 
relevant agencies during the review period described in 
subsection (a) of this section, to ensure the proper review and 



maximum utilization of available resources for the screening of 
foreign nationals, and to ensure that adequate standards are 
established to prevent infiltration by foreign terrorists or 
criminals, pursuant to section 212(f) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 
1182(f), I hereby proclaim that the immigrant and nonimmigrant 
entry into the United States of aliens from countries referred 
to in section 217(a)(12) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1187(a)(12), would 
be detrimental to the interests of the United States, and I 
hereby suspend entry into the United States, as immigrants and 
nonimmigrants, of such persons for 90 days from the date of this 
order (excluding those foreign nationals traveling on diplomatic 
visas, North Atlantic Treaty Organization visas, C-2 visas for 
travel to the United Nations, and G-1, G-2, G-3, and G-4 visas). 
 
     (d)  Immediately upon receipt of the report described in 
subsection (b) of this section regarding the information needed 
for adjudications, the Secretary of State shall request all 
foreign governments that do not supply such information to start 
providing such information regarding their nationals within 
60 days of notification. 
 
     (e)  After the 60-day period described in subsection (d) of 
this section expires, the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, shall submit to the 
President a list of countries recommended for inclusion on a 
Presidential proclamation that would prohibit the entry of 
foreign nationals (excluding those foreign nationals traveling 
on diplomatic visas, North Atlantic Treaty Organization visas, 
C-2 visas for travel to the United Nations, and G-1, G-2, G-3, 
and G-4 visas) from countries that do not provide the 
information requested pursuant to subsection (d) of this section 
until compliance occurs. 
 
     (f)  At any point after submitting the list described in 
subsection (e) of this section, the Secretary of State or the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may submit to the President the 
names of any additional countries recommended for similar 
treatment. 
 
     (g)  Notwithstanding a suspension pursuant to subsection 
(c) of this section or pursuant to a Presidential proclamation 
described in subsection (e) of this section, the Secretaries of 
State and Homeland Security may, on a case-by-case basis, and 
when in the national interest, issue visas or other immigration 
benefits to nationals of countries for which visas and benefits 
are otherwise blocked. 
 



     (h)  The Secretaries of State and Homeland Security shall 
submit to the President a joint report on the progress in 
implementing this order within 30 days of the date of this 
order, a second report within 60 days of the date of this order, 
a third report within 90 days of the date of this order, and a 
fourth report within 120 days of the date of this order. 
 
     Sec. 4.  Implementing Uniform Screening Standards for All 
Immigration Programs.  (a)  The Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Director of National 
Intelligence, and the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation shall implement a program, as part of the 
adjudication process for immigration benefits, to identify 
individuals seeking to enter the United States on a fraudulent 
basis with the intent to cause harm, or who are at risk of 
causing harm subsequent to their admission. This program will 
include the development of a uniform screening standard and 
procedure, such as in-person interviews; a database of identity 
documents proffered by applicants to ensure that duplicate 
documents are not used by multiple applicants; amended 
application forms that include questions aimed at identifying 
fraudulent answers and malicious intent; a mechanism to ensure 
that the applicant is who the applicant claims to be; a process 
to evaluate the applicant's likelihood of becoming a positively 
contributing member of society and the applicant's ability to 
make contributions to the national interest; and a mechanism to 
assess whether or not the applicant has the intent to commit 
criminal or terrorist acts after entering the United States. 
 
     (b)  The Secretary of Homeland Security, in conjunction 
with the Secretary of State, the Director of National 
Intelligence, and the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, shall submit to the President an initial report 
on the progress of this directive within 60 days of the date of 
this order, a second report within 100 days of the date of this 
order, and a third report within 200 days of the date of this 
order. 
 
     Sec. 5.  Realignment of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program 
for Fiscal Year 2017.  (a)  The Secretary of State shall suspend 
the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) for 120 
days.  During the 120-day period, the Secretary of State, in 
conjunction with the Secretary of Homeland Security and in 
consultation with the Director of National Intelligence, shall 
review the USRAP application and adjudication process to 
determine what additional procedures should be taken to ensure 
that those approved for refugee admission do not pose a threat 



to the security and welfare of the United States, and shall 
implement such additional procedures.  Refugee applicants who 
are already in the USRAP process may be admitted upon the 
initiation and completion of these revised procedures.  Upon the 
date that is 120 days after the date of this order, the 
Secretary of State shall resume USRAP admissions only for 
nationals of countries for which the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Director of National 
Intelligence have jointly determined that such additional 
procedures are adequate to ensure the security and welfare of 
the United States. 
 
     (b)  Upon the resumption of USRAP admissions, the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, is further directed to make changes, to the extent 
permitted by law, to prioritize refugee claims made by 
individuals on the basis of religious-based persecution, 
provided that the religion of the individual is a minority 
religion in the individual's country of nationality.  Where 
necessary and appropriate, the Secretaries of State and Homeland 
Security shall recommend legislation to the President that would 
assist with such prioritization. 
 
     (c)  Pursuant to section 212(f) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 
1182(f), I hereby proclaim that the entry of nationals of Syria 
as refugees is detrimental to the interests of the United States 
and thus suspend any such entry until such time as I have 
determined that sufficient changes have been made to the USRAP 
to ensure that admission of Syrian refugees is consistent with 
the national interest.  
 
     (d)  Pursuant to section 212(f) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 
1182(f), I hereby proclaim that the entry of more than 50,000 
refugees in fiscal year 2017 would be detrimental to the 
interests of the United States, and thus suspend any such entry 
until such time as I determine that additional admissions would 
be in the national interest. 
 
     (e)  Notwithstanding the temporary suspension imposed 
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, the Secretaries of 
State and Homeland Security may jointly determine to admit 
individuals to the United States as refugees on a case-by-case 
basis, in their discretion, but only so long as they determine 
that the admission of such individuals as refugees is in the 
national interest -- including when the person is a religious 
minority in his country of nationality facing religious 
persecution, when admitting the person would enable the United 



States to conform its conduct to a preexisting international 
agreement, or when the person is already in transit and denying 
admission would cause undue hardship -- and it would not pose a 
risk to the security or welfare of the United States.  
 
     (f)  The Secretary of State shall submit to the President 
an initial report on the progress of the directive in subsection 
(b) of this section regarding prioritization of claims made by 
individuals on the basis of religious-based persecution within 
100 days of the date of this order and shall submit a second 
report within 200 days of the date of this order.  
     (g)  It is the policy of the executive branch that, to the 
extent permitted by law and as practicable, State and local 
jurisdictions be granted a role in the process of determining 
the placement or settlement in their jurisdictions of aliens 
eligible to be admitted to the United States as refugees.  To 
that end, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall examine 
existing law to determine the extent to which, consistent with 
applicable law, State and local jurisdictions may have greater 
involvement in the process of determining the placement or 
resettlement of refugees in their jurisdictions, and shall 
devise a proposal to lawfully promote such involvement. 
 
     Sec. 6.  Rescission of Exercise of Authority Relating to 
the Terrorism Grounds of Inadmissibility.  The Secretaries of 
State and Homeland Security shall, in consultation with the 
Attorney General, consider rescinding the exercises of authority 
in section 212 of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182, relating to the 
terrorism grounds of inadmissibility, as well as any related 
implementing memoranda. 
 
     Sec. 7.  Expedited Completion of the Biometric Entry-Exit 
Tracking System.  (a)  The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
expedite the completion and implementation of a biometric entry-
exit tracking system for all travelers to the United States, as 
recommended by the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon 
the United States. 
 
     (b)  The Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit to the 
President periodic reports on the progress of the directive 
contained in subsection (a) of this section.  The initial report 
shall be submitted within 100 days of the date of this order, a 
second report shall be submitted within 200 days of the date of 
this order, and a third report shall be submitted within 365 
days of the date of this order.  Further, the Secretary shall 
submit a report every 180 days thereafter until the system is 
fully deployed and operational. 



 
     Sec. 8.  Visa Interview Security.  (a)  The Secretary of 
State shall immediately suspend the Visa Interview Waiver 
Program and ensure compliance with section 222 of the INA, 
8 U.S.C. 1222, which requires that all individuals seeking a 
nonimmigrant visa undergo an in-person interview, subject to 
specific statutory exceptions. 
 
     (b)  To the extent permitted by law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations, the Secretary of State shall 
immediately expand the Consular Fellows Program, including by 
substantially increasing the number of Fellows, lengthening or 
making permanent the period of service, and making language 
training at the Foreign Service Institute available to Fellows 
for assignment to posts outside of their area of core linguistic 
ability, to ensure that non-immigrant visa-interview wait times 
are not unduly affected. 
 
     Sec. 9.  Visa Validity Reciprocity.  The Secretary of State 
shall review all nonimmigrant visa reciprocity agreements to 
ensure that they are, with respect to each visa classification, 
truly reciprocal insofar as practicable with respect to validity 
period and fees, as required by sections 221(c) and 281 of the 
INA, 8 U.S.C. 1201(c) and 1351, and other treatment.  If a 
country does not treat United States nationals seeking 
nonimmigrant visas in a reciprocal manner, the Secretary of 
State shall adjust the visa validity period, fee schedule, or 
other treatment to match the treatment of United States 
nationals by the foreign country, to the extent practicable. 
 
     Sec. 10.  Transparency and Data Collection.  (a)  To 
be more transparent with the American people, and to more 
effectively implement policies and practices that serve the 
national interest, the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
consultation with the Attorney General, shall, consistent with 
applicable law and national security, collect and make publicly 
available within 180 days, and every 180 days thereafter: 
 

(i)   information regarding the number of foreign 
nationals in the United States who have been charged 
with terrorism-related offenses while in the United 
States; convicted of terrorism-related offenses while 
in the United States; or removed from the United 
States based on terrorism-related activity, 
affiliation, or material support to a terrorism-
related organization, or any other national security 



reasons since the date of this order or the last 
reporting period, whichever is later; 
 
(ii)   information regarding the number of foreign 
nationals in the United States who have been 
radicalized after entry into the United States and 
engaged in terrorism-related acts, or who have 
provided material support to terrorism-related 
organizations in countries that pose a threat to the 
United States, since the date of this order or the 
last reporting period, whichever is later; and 
 
(iii)  information regarding the number and types of 
acts of gender-based violence against women, including 
honor killings, in the United States by foreign 
nationals, since the date of this order or the last 
reporting period, whichever is later; and 
 
(iv)   any other information relevant to public safety 
and security as determined by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Attorney General, including 
information on the immigration status of foreign 
nationals charged with major offenses. 
 

     (b)  The Secretary of State shall, within one year of the 
date of this order, provide a report on the estimated long-term 
costs of the USRAP at the Federal, State, and local levels. 
 
     Sec. 11.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order 
shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
 

(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive 
department or agency, or the head thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget relating to budgetary, 
administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 

     (b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of 
appropriations. 
 
     (c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at 
law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or 
agents, or any other person. 



 
 
 
                             DONALD J. TRUMP 
 
 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
    January 27, 2017. 
 
 
 
                             # # #  
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In an exclusive interview with The Brody File, President Donald Trump says persecuted 
Christians will be given priority when it comes to applying for refugee status in the United States. 
“We are going to help them,” President Trump tells CBN News. “They’ve been horribly treated. 
Do you know if you were a Christian in Syria it was impossible, at least very tough to get into the 
United States? If you were a Muslim you could come in, but if you were a Christian, it was almost 
impossible and the reason that was so unfair, everybody was persecuted in all fairness, but they 
were chopping off the heads of everybody but more so the Christians. And I thought it was very, 
very unfair.”

The Brody File conducted the interview Friday morning in the Blue Room at The White House. 
More newsworthy clips are coming soon. The entire interview can be seen this Sunday at 11pm 
on Freeform (cable TV, formerly ABC Family Channel) during our special CBN News show. 
This is just the third interview President Trump has done from The White House and it will be the 
only interview that will air in its’ entirety this weekend.

MANDATORY VIDEO AND COURTESY: CBN NEWS/THE BRODY FILE

DAVID BRODY: “Persecuted Christians, we’ve talked about this, the refugees overseas. The 
refugee program, or the refugee changes you’re looking to make. As it relates to persecuted 
Christians, do you see them as kind of a priority here?”

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Yes.”

DAVID BRODY: “You do?”

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “They’ve been horribly treated. Do you know if you were a Christian in 
Syria it was impossible, at least very tough to get into the United States? If you were a Muslim 
you could come in, but if you were a Christian, it was almost impossible and the reason that was 
so unfair, everybody was persecuted in all fairness, but they were chopping off the heads of 
everybody but more so the Christians. And I thought it was very, very unfair. So we are going to 
help them.”

While you are here...

We'd like to ask for your help. At CBN News, we strive to bring you the most current, 
pertinent and reliable news possible. We are able to bring you this important news from a 
Christian perspective because of the help of friends like you who know how vital it is to 
have an alternative to the news you hear from major media outlets. Would you help ensure 
that we can continue to provide this important service to you and our country by considering 
a special gift today? Or would you become a monthly partner so we know we can count on 
the resources we need to bring you the best news possible?

Thanks for being a part of the dynamic future of CBN News, as well as helping The 
Christian Broadcasting Network share the love of Jesus with hurting people everywhere.

Become a Partner Give a special gift

1/30/2017http://www1.cbn.com/thebrodyfile/archive/2017/01/27/brody-file-exclusive-president-trum...
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Acts of Faith

Trump signs order 
limiting refugee entry, 
says he will prioritize 
Christian refugees

By By Sarah Pulliam BaileySarah Pulliam Bailey January 27January 27

President Trump signed an executive order Friday instituting “extreme vetting” of refugees, aimed at keeping President Trump signed an executive order Friday instituting “extreme vetting” of refugees, aimed at keeping 

out “radical Islamic terrorists.”out “radical Islamic terrorists.”

“I’m establishing a new vetting measure to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States of “I’m establishing a new vetting measure to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States of 

America,” Trump said during his signing of the order. “We don’t want them here. We want to make sure we America,” Trump said during his signing of the order. “We don’t want them here. We want to make sure we 

are not admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas.”are not admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas.”

According to drafts of the executive action, the order bars people from the Muslim-majority countries of Iraq, According to drafts of the executive action, the order bars people from the Muslim-majority countries of Iraq, 

Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia or Yemen from entering the United States for 30 days and suspends the Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia or Yemen from entering the United States for 30 days and suspends the 

U.S. Refugee Admissions Program for 120 days. The program will be reinstated “only for nationals of U.S. Refugee Admissions Program for 120 days. The program will be reinstated “only for nationals of 

countries for whom” members are vetted by Trump’s administration.countries for whom” members are vetted by Trump’s administration.

In an interview Friday with the Christian Broadcast Network, Trump said he plans to help persecuted In an interview Friday with the Christian Broadcast Network, Trump said he plans to help persecuted 

Christians.Christians.

“Do you know if you were a Christian in Syria it was impossible, at least very tough, to get into the United “Do you know if you were a Christian in Syria it was impossible, at least very tough, to get into the United 

States?” Trump said. “If you were a Muslim you could come in, but if you were a Christian, it was almost States?” Trump said. “If you were a Muslim you could come in, but if you were a Christian, it was almost 

impossible and the reason that was so unfair, everybody was persecuted in all fairness, but they were impossible and the reason that was so unfair, everybody was persecuted in all fairness, but they were 

chopping off the heads of everybody but more so the Christians. And I thought it was very, very unfair.”chopping off the heads of everybody but more so the Christians. And I thought it was very, very unfair.”

Trump signs order limiting refugee entry, says he will prioritize Christian refugees - The ...
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In a statement, the American Civil Liberties Union declared Trump’s action “just a euphemism for In a statement, the American Civil Liberties Union declared Trump’s action “just a euphemism for 

discrimination against Muslims.”discrimination against Muslims.”

From both legal and historical perspectives, the plan to ban refugees from specific countries is within the From both legal and historical perspectives, the plan to ban refugees from specific countries is within the 

powers granted to the president under current law and historical precedent, according to Charles Haynes, powers granted to the president under current law and historical precedent, according to Charles Haynes, 

vice president of the Newseum Institute’s Religious Freedom Center. However, whether the president can vice president of the Newseum Institute’s Religious Freedom Center. However, whether the president can 

limit the ban to one religious group is another question.limit the ban to one religious group is another question.

Many Muslims, especially Shiites, are among the religious minorities under attack, Haynes said. This “raises Many Muslims, especially Shiites, are among the religious minorities under attack, Haynes said. This “raises 

moral and humanitarian concerns about excluding them from entrance to the U.S. while permitting people of moral and humanitarian concerns about excluding them from entrance to the U.S. while permitting people of 

other faiths,” he said. “Whether this policy rises to the level of a constitutional violation is uncertain and will other faiths,” he said. “Whether this policy rises to the level of a constitutional violation is uncertain and will 

be debated by constitutional scholars in the coming weeks.”be debated by constitutional scholars in the coming weeks.”

Issues related to the Constitution and religion are usually associated with matters of sex, such as Issues related to the Constitution and religion are usually associated with matters of sex, such as 

contraceptives and LGBT discrimination, but some observers said they expect Trump’s actions on contraceptives and LGBT discrimination, but some observers said they expect Trump’s actions on 

immigration to raise new challenges for religious freedom, according to Chelsea Langston Bombino of the immigration to raise new challenges for religious freedom, according to Chelsea Langston Bombino of the 

Institutional Religious Freedom Alliance at the Center for Public Justice. Several organizations, she noted, Institutional Religious Freedom Alliance at the Center for Public Justice. Several organizations, she noted, 

are speaking out against orders that “will hurt the very people that their organizations were established, out are speaking out against orders that “will hurt the very people that their organizations were established, out 

of a religious calling, to serve,” she said.of a religious calling, to serve,” she said.

Trump’s actions have been decried by several religious groups this week. “The expected cutbacks to U.S. Trump’s actions have been decried by several religious groups this week. “The expected cutbacks to U.S. 

refugee programs and funding will compromise our ability to do this work and the infrastructure needed to refugee programs and funding will compromise our ability to do this work and the infrastructure needed to 

serve refugees in the years to come,” evangelical ministry World Relief said in a statement.serve refugees in the years to come,” evangelical ministry World Relief said in a statement.

And in a strongly worded statement, Rabbi Jack Moline, the Interfaith Alliance president, noted that And in a strongly worded statement, Rabbi Jack Moline, the Interfaith Alliance president, noted that 

this decision was announced on International Holocaust Remembrance Day.this decision was announced on International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

“For decades, the United States has prided itself as a safe bastion for refugees around the globe escaping war “For decades, the United States has prided itself as a safe bastion for refugees around the globe escaping war 

and persecution,” he said. “President Trump is poised to trample upon that great legacy with a de facto and persecution,” he said. “President Trump is poised to trample upon that great legacy with a de facto 

Muslim ban.”Muslim ban.”

The Council on American-Islamic Relations will on Monday announce a federal lawsuit on behalf of more The Council on American-Islamic Relations will on Monday announce a federal lawsuit on behalf of more 

than 20 people challenging the constitutionality of the executive order.than 20 people challenging the constitutionality of the executive order.

Acts of Faith newsletterActs of Faith newsletter

Conversations about faith and values.Conversations about faith and values.
Sign up

Trump signs order limiting refugee entry, says he will prioritize Christian refugees - The ...
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“There is no evidence that refugees – the most thoroughly vetted of all people entering our nation – are a “There is no evidence that refugees – the most thoroughly vetted of all people entering our nation – are a 

threat to national security,” said CAIR national litigation director Lena F. Masri. “This is an order that is threat to national security,” said CAIR national litigation director Lena F. Masri. “This is an order that is 

based on bigotry, not reality.”based on bigotry, not reality.”

This post has been updated.This post has been updated.

Sarah Pulliam Bailey is a religion reporter, covering how faith intersects with politics, culture 
and...everything.  Follow @spulliam
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United States Department of State 

Deputy Assistant Secretcuy 
for Visa Services 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

January 27, 2017 

Upon request of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and pursuant to 
sections 212(±) and 221(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act and 22 CFR 
41.122 and 42.82, and in implementation of'section 3( c) of the Executive Order on 

Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by Foreign Nationals, I hereby 
provisionally revoke all valid nonimmigrant and immigrant visas of nationals of 

' Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen, subject to the exceptions 

discussed below. 

The revocation does not apply to visas in the following nonimmigrant 
classifications: A-1, A-2, G-1, G-2, G-3, G-4, NATO, C-2, or certain diplomatic 
visas. 

The revocation also does not apply to any visa exempted on the basis of a 

determination made by the Secretaries of State and Homeland Secmity pursuant to 
section 3(g) of the Executive Order on a case-by-case basis, and when in the 

national interest. 

This document is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 

substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or 

agents, or any other person. 

~~a:=------

Edward J. Ramotowski 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of Consular Affairs 

Department of State 
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travel.state.gov > Visas > Visa Newsroom > Urgent Notice: Executive Order on Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by Foreign 
Nationals 

Print Email

Newsroom

Urgent Notice: Executive Order on Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by 
Foreign Nationals 
JANUARY 27, 2017

Urgent Notice
Per the Executive Order on Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by Foreign Nationals signed on January 27, 2017, visa 
issuance to nationals of the countries of Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen has been suspended effective 
immediately until further notification. If you are a citizen of one of these countries, please do not schedule a visa appointment or 
pay any visa fees at this time. If you already have an appointment scheduled, please DO NOT ATTEND. You will not be permitted 
entry to the Embassy/Consulate. We will announce any other changes affecting travelers to the United States as soon as that 
information is available. 

About Us

Visa Newsroom

Reports and Statistics

Law and Policy

Find a U.S. Embassy or 
Consulate

Contact Us

Careers

Consular Notification and Access

Dipnote Blog

Facebook

Flickr
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This site is managed by the Bureau of Consular Affairs, U.S. Department of State.
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International Travel Students Abroad U.S. Visa Intercountry Adoption International Parental 
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2017 STATEMENTS AND PRESS RELEASES

Executive Order Affecting Visa Travel to the United States

January 28, 2017

President Trump signed an Executive Order on January 27th temporarily suspending 
entry into the United States of foreign nationals from seven countries under section 
212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act.  The Executive Order imposes on 
nationals of certain designated countries a 90-day bar on entry into the United 
States.  This bar also includes a 90-day prohibition on visa issuance.  These 
countries, as designated by Congress or the Secretary of Homeland Security, are:  
Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Iran, Somalia, Libya, and Yemen.  We will announce 
any other changes affecting travelers to the United States as soon as that 
information is available.

Beginning January 27, 2017, travelers who have nationality or dual nationality of 
one of these countries will not be permitted for 90 days to enter the United States 
or be issued an immigrant or nonimmigrant visa. Those nationals or dual nationals 
holding valid immigrant or nonimmigrant visas will not be permitted to enter the 
United States during this period. 

The Executive Order does not apply to U.S. citizens.  U.S. citizens, although they 
might also have another nationality, are required to use their U.S. passport when 
entering and departing the United States. 

Visa interviews will generally not be scheduled for nationals of these countries 
during this period.  If you are a national, or dual national, of one of these countries, 
please do not schedule a visa appointment or pay any visa fees at this time. If you 
already have an appointment scheduled, please DO NOT ATTEND your appointment 
as we will not be able to proceed with your visa interview. Please note that certain 
travel for official governmental purposes, related to official business at or on behalf 
of designated international organizations, on behalf of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, or by certain officials is not subject to this suspension. 

Please continue to monitor the Embassy Baghdad website 
https://iraq.usembassy.gov/ andwww.travel.state.gov for further updates.

Baghdad, Iraq - Embassy of the United States

Page 1 of 12017 Statements and Press Releases | Baghdad, Iraq - Embassy of the United States

2/1/2017https://iraq.usembassy.gov/pr_012817.html
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2/1/2017 Green card holders will need additional screening: White House | Reuters

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-immigration-greencard-idUSKBN15C0KX 1/3

WORLD NEWS |  Sun Jan 29, 2017 | 2:39pm EST

Green card holders will need
additional screening: White House

A TSA security officer and his dog scan departing passengers at Lindbergh Field airport in San Diego, California,
U.S. July 1, 2016. REUTERS/Mike Blake

U.S. green card holders will require additional screening before they can return to the
United States, the White House said on Saturday.

Earlier, a Department of Homeland Security official said people holding green cards,
making them legal permanent U.S. residents, were included in President Donald
Trump's executive action temporarily barring people from seven Muslim-majority
countries from entering the United States.

"It will bar green card holders," Gillian Christensen, acting Department of Homeland
Security spokeswoman, said in an email.

A senior White House official later sought to clarify the situation, saying green card
holders who had left the United States and wanted to return would have to visit a U.S.
embassy or consulate to undergo additional screening.

"You will be allowed to re-enter the United States pending a routine rescreening," the
official said.

(Reporting by Doina Chiacu; Editing by Alan Crosby and Paul Tait)
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program and tensions with China.
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Statement By Secretary
John Kelly On The Entry
Of Lawful Permanent
Residents Into The
United States
Release Date:  January 29, 2017

For Immediate Release 
Office of the Press Secretary 
Contact: 202-282-8010

WASHINGTON – In applying the provisions of the president's
executive order, I hereby deem the entry of lawful permanent
residents to be in the national interest.

Accordingly, absent the receipt of significant derogatory
information indicating a serious threat to public safety and
welfare, lawful permanent resident status will be a dispositive
factor in our case-by-case determinations.

# # #

Topics:  International (/topics/international)

Keywords:  international (/keywords/international) , Legal Permanent Residents

(/keywords/legal-permanent-residents)
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Questions and Answers about the Executive Order

Yes - if the green card holder (a Lawful Permanent Resident, or LPR) was out of the country at the time of the order’s

signing, or travels out of the country a�er the order was signed. However, green card holders are eligible for national

Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the
United States
On Friday, President Trump signed an Executive Order to provide further guidance to DHS on enforcing our immigration laws and to

suspend entry into the United States certain classes of foreign nationals in order to ensure our immigration system is working in a way

that best protects the safety and security of the American public.

As we worked to implement this Executive Order, a number of court orders were issued based on lawsuits filed in the wake of the order.

Upon issuance of the court orders, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) immediately began taking steps to comply with the orders

and did so with professionalism.

Concurrently, the Department of Homeland Security continues to work with our partners in the Departments of Justice and State to

implement President Trump’s Executive Order to protect the Nation from foreign terrorist entry into the United States.

We are committed to ensuring that all individuals affected by the Executive Orders, including those affected by the court orders, are being

provided all rights afforded under the law. We are also working closely with airline partners to prevent travelers who would not be granted

entry under the Executive Orders from boarding international flights to the United States.

In applying the provisions of the President's Executive Order, the entry of lawful permanent residents is in the national interest.

Accordingly, absent significant derogatory information indicating a serious threat to public safety and welfare, lawful permanent resident

status will be a dispositive factor in our case-by-case determinations.

We are and will continue enforcing President Trump’s Executive Order humanely and with professionalism. We are and will remain in

compliance with judicial orders. DHS will continue to protect the homeland.

Individuals who may be affected by this Executive Order may visit the CBP INFO Center website for additional information.  On the

webpage, travelers may also request additional guidance by clicking on the ‘Email us your Question’ button. Responses will be sent out

via email as well. Due to a higher-than-average call wait time, the best way to reach the CBP Information Center is via this email link.

Below are the actions taken in accordance with the Executive Order signed January 27, 2017.

CBP Executive Order Actions

Recommended Denial of Boarding 721

Legal Permanent Resident (LPR) waivers 1,059

Visa holders granted waivers 75

(Statistics are valid as of 1500 hrs, January 30, 2017)

How is the president legally allowed to issue this kind of executive order?

Does this Executive Order apply to green card holders from one of the seven countries listed?

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection
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interest waivers consistent with the provisions of the Executive Order. It does not affect lawful permanent residents who

are currently in the country.

Last published: Tuesday, January 31, 2017 - 13:05

Tags:  Border Security

So far, how many Lawful Permanent Residents have not been allowed to enter pursuant to the Exception to the Executive Order?

So far, how many aliens with special immigrant visas have been denied entry?

Does this Executive Order apply to dual nationals of the seven countries who want to enter the U.S.? If they apply for entry based on their

citizenship from one of the countries NOT on the list, will they be allowed entry?

What happened to the two men being held at JFK who were released?

What do the two exemptions in the Executive Order mean? How are they applied to individual cases?

How will the EO affect college students from the barred countries, such as F1/J1/M1 visa holders? Are they included in the ban? What kind of

guidance is being given to foreign students from these countries legally in the US?

Is it correct that DHS workers were instructed to implement at 4:30 pm on Friday, Jan 27?

Can USCIS continue refugee interviews of religious minorities and for countries with which we have an agreement?

Will the U.S. accept emergency requests to process a refugee who will then travel?

Can the exception for refugee admission be used in I-730 cases (family members following to join) for the petition of refugee/asylee

relatives?

Does “from one of the seven countries” mean citizen, national or born in?

Does the Executive Order apply to those currently being adjudicated for naturalization?

How does the lawsuit/stay affect DHS operations in implementing this executive order?

Does DHS have a comment on the protests happening at airports around the country?

What about refugees who are considered to be “in transit?”
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President Donald J. Trump 
Statement Regarding Recent 
Executive Order Concerning 
Extreme Vetting
“America is a proud nation of immigrants and we will continue to show compassion 
to those fleeing oppression, but we will do so while protecting our own citizens and 
border. America has always been the land of the free and home of the brave. We 
will keep it free and keep it safe, as the media knows, but refuses to say. My policy 
is similar to what President Obama did in 2011 when he banned visas for refugees 
from Iraq for six months. The seven countries named in the Executive Order are the 
same countries previously identified by the Obama administration as sources of 
terror. To be clear, this is not a Muslim ban, as the media is falsely reporting. This is 
not about religion - this is about terror and keeping our country safe. There are over 
40 different countries worldwide that are majority Muslim that are not affected by 
this order. We will again be issuing visas to all countries once we are sure we have 
reviewed and implemented the most secure policies over the next 90 days. I have 
tremendous feeling for the people involved in this horrific humanitarian crisis in 
Syria. My first priority will always be to protect and serve our country, but as 
President I will find ways to help all those who are suffering.”

HOME BRIEFING ROOM ISSUES THE ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPATE 1600 PENN

USA.gov Privacy Policy Copyright Policy

President Donald J. Trump Statement Regarding Recent Executive Order Concerning Ext...
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The Fix

Trump asked for a 
‘Muslim ban,’ Giuliani 
says — and ordered a 
commission to do it 
‘legally’

By By Amy B WangAmy B Wang January 29January 29

Former New York mayor Rudy W. Giuliani said President Trump wanted a “Muslim ban” and requested he Former New York mayor Rudy W. Giuliani said President Trump wanted a “Muslim ban” and requested he 

assemble a commission to show him “the right way to do it legally.”assemble a commission to show him “the right way to do it legally.”

Giuliani, an early Trump supporter who once had been rumored for a Cabinet position in the new Giuliani, an early Trump supporter who once had been rumored for a Cabinet position in the new 

administration, appeared on Fox News late Saturday night to describe how Trump's executive order administration, appeared on Fox News late Saturday night to describe how Trump's executive order 

temporarily banning refugees came together.temporarily banning refugees came together.

Trump signed orders on Friday not only to suspend admission of all refugees into the United States for 120 Trump signed orders on Friday not only to suspend admission of all refugees into the United States for 120 

days but also to implement “new vetting measures” to screen out “radical Islamic terrorists.” Refugee entry days but also to implement “new vetting measures” to screen out “radical Islamic terrorists.” Refugee entry 

from Syria, however, would be suspended indefinitely, and all travel from Syria and six other nations from Syria, however, would be suspended indefinitely, and all travel from Syria and six other nations 

— Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen — is suspended for 90 days. Trump also said he would — Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen — is suspended for 90 days. Trump also said he would give give 

priority to Christian refugeespriority to Christian refugees over those of other religions, according to the Christian Broadcasting  over those of other religions, according to the Christian Broadcasting 

Network.Network.

Fox News host Jeanine Pirro asked Giuliani whether the ban had anything to do with religion.Fox News host Jeanine Pirro asked Giuliani whether the ban had anything to do with religion.

“How did the president decide the seven countries?” she asked. “Okay, talk to me.”“How did the president decide the seven countries?” she asked. “Okay, talk to me.”

Trump asked for a ‘Muslim ban,’ Giuliani says — and ordered a commission to do it ‘leg...
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“I'll tell you the whole history of it,” Giuliani responded eagerly. “So when [Trump] first announced it, he “I'll tell you the whole history of it,” Giuliani responded eagerly. “So when [Trump] first announced it, he 

said, 'Muslim ban.' He called me up. He said, 'Put a commission together. Show me the right way to do it said, 'Muslim ban.' He called me up. He said, 'Put a commission together. Show me the right way to do it 

legally.' "legally.' "

Giuliani said he assembled a “whole group of other very expert lawyers on this,” including former U.S. Giuliani said he assembled a “whole group of other very expert lawyers on this,” including former U.S. 

attorney general Michael Mukasey, Rep. Mike McCaul (R-Tex.) and Rep. Peter T. King (R-N.Y.).attorney general Michael Mukasey, Rep. Mike McCaul (R-Tex.) and Rep. Peter T. King (R-N.Y.).

“And what we did was, we focused on, instead of religion, “And what we did was, we focused on, instead of religion, dangerdanger— the areas of the world that create — the areas of the world that create 

danger for us,” Giuliani told Pirro. “Which is a danger for us,” Giuliani told Pirro. “Which is a factualfactual basis, not a religious basis. Perfectly legal, perfectly basis, not a religious basis. Perfectly legal, perfectly 

sensible. And that's what the ban is based on. It's not based on religion. It's based on places where there are sensible. And that's what the ban is based on. It's not based on religion. It's based on places where there are 

substantial evidence that people are sending terrorists into our country.”substantial evidence that people are sending terrorists into our country.”

It was unclear when the phone call Giuliani took place and when the commission began working. An email It was unclear when the phone call Giuliani took place and when the commission began working. An email 

to the White House press office was not immediately returned Sunday.to the White House press office was not immediately returned Sunday.

Clips of the exchange between Giuliani and Pirro quickly went viral Saturday night, with some claiming that Clips of the exchange between Giuliani and Pirro quickly went viral Saturday night, with some claiming that 

Giuliani's statement amounted to admitting Trump's intent had been to institute a ban based on religion.Giuliani's statement amounted to admitting Trump's intent had been to institute a ban based on religion.

Others, including Trump senior adviser Kellyanne Conway and White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus, Others, including Trump senior adviser Kellyanne Conway and White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus, 

have insisted it is not a ban on Muslims, but rather one based on have insisted it is not a ban on Muslims, but rather one based on countries from which travel was already countries from which travel was already 

restrictedrestricted under Barack Obama's administration.under Barack Obama's administration.

Priebus appeared on Priebus appeared on CBS's “Face the NationCBS's “Face the Nation” Sunday morning to say it was possible Trump would expand ” Sunday morning to say it was possible Trump would expand 

the list of countries included in the travel ban.the list of countries included in the travel ban.

“You can point to other countries that have similar problems, like Pakistan and others,” Priebus told host “You can point to other countries that have similar problems, like Pakistan and others,” Priebus told host 

John Dickerson. “Perhaps we need to take it further.”John Dickerson. “Perhaps we need to take it further.”

Priebus also said there had been weeks of work and “plenty of communication” between the White House, Priebus also said there had been weeks of work and “plenty of communication” between the White House, 

the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security regarding the ban.the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security regarding the ban.

“We didn't just type this thing up in an office and sign up,” he told Dickerson.“We didn't just type this thing up in an office and sign up,” he told Dickerson.

Later on the same program, Rep. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) called out Giuliani's interview with Pirro from the Later on the same program, Rep. Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) called out Giuliani's interview with Pirro from the 

night before.night before.

Trump asked for a ‘Muslim ban,’ Giuliani says — and ordered a commission to do it ‘leg...
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“They can't deny that this is a Muslim ban,” Ellison told Dickerson. “On the campaign trail, [Trump] said he “They can't deny that this is a Muslim ban,” Ellison told Dickerson. “On the campaign trail, [Trump] said he 

wanted a Muslim ban. ... Rudolph W. Giuliani who helped him write it said that they started out with the wanted a Muslim ban. ... Rudolph W. Giuliani who helped him write it said that they started out with the 

intention of a Muslim ban and then they sort of 'languaged' it up so to try to avoid that label, but it is a intention of a Muslim ban and then they sort of 'languaged' it up so to try to avoid that label, but it is a 

religiously based ban.”religiously based ban.”

Senate Democrats Senate Democrats vowed to draft legislationvowed to draft legislation to block the travel ban.to block the travel ban.

“We’re demanding the president reverse these executive orders that go against what we are, everything we “We’re demanding the president reverse these executive orders that go against what we are, everything we 

have always stood for,” Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) said in a news conference have always stood for,” Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) said in a news conference 

Sunday morning, noting later that his middle name, Ellis, was originally inspired by Ellis Island.Sunday morning, noting later that his middle name, Ellis, was originally inspired by Ellis Island.

“It was implemented in a way that created chaos and confusion across the country, and it will only serve to “It was implemented in a way that created chaos and confusion across the country, and it will only serve to 

embolden and inspire those around the globe those that will do us harm,” Schumer added of the ban. “It embolden and inspire those around the globe those that will do us harm,” Schumer added of the ban. “It 

must be reversed immediately.”must be reversed immediately.”

Trump's executive order sparked massive protests at airports around the country Friday and Saturday, as Trump's executive order sparked massive protests at airports around the country Friday and Saturday, as 

reports surfaced that dozens of travelers from the affected countries, reports surfaced that dozens of travelers from the affected countries, including green-card holdersincluding green-card holders, were , were 

being detained.being detained.

The The American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuitAmerican Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit Saturday morning challenging Trump’s order after two Saturday morning challenging Trump’s order after two 

Iraqi men with immigrant visas were barred from entering the United States at New York's John F. Iraqi men with immigrant visas were barred from entering the United States at New York's John F. 

Kennedy International Airport.Kennedy International Airport.

As Giuliani was speaking, Fox News simultaneously aired an alert that noted federal judge Ann M. As Giuliani was speaking, Fox News simultaneously aired an alert that noted federal judge Ann M. 

Donnelly had issued a stay to stop the deportations nationwide.Donnelly had issued a stay to stop the deportations nationwide.

Donnelly wrote that there was a strong likelihood the order had violated the petitioners' rights to due Donnelly wrote that there was a strong likelihood the order had violated the petitioners' rights to due 

process and equal protection by the Constitution.process and equal protection by the Constitution.

“There is imminent danger that, absent the stay of removal, there will be substantial and irreparable injury “There is imminent danger that, absent the stay of removal, there will be substantial and irreparable injury 

to refugees, visa-holders, and other individuals from nations subject to the January 27, 2017 Executive to refugees, visa-holders, and other individuals from nations subject to the January 27, 2017 Executive 

Order,” Donnelly Order,” Donnelly wrotewrote..

The ACLU hailed the victory.The ACLU hailed the victory.

Trump asked for a ‘Muslim ban,’ Giuliani says — and ordered a commission to do it ‘leg...
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“Clearly the judge understood the possibility for irreparable harm to hundreds of immigrants and lawful “Clearly the judge understood the possibility for irreparable harm to hundreds of immigrants and lawful 

visitors to this country,” ACLU executive director Anthony D. Romero said in a statement. “Our courts today visitors to this country,” ACLU executive director Anthony D. Romero said in a statement. “Our courts today 

worked as they should as bulwarks against government abuse or unconstitutional policies and orders. On worked as they should as bulwarks against government abuse or unconstitutional policies and orders. On 

week one, Donald Trump suffered his first loss in court.”week one, Donald Trump suffered his first loss in court.”

On Sunday, the Department of Homeland Security issued a On Sunday, the Department of Homeland Security issued a statementstatement saying it did not plan to back off saying it did not plan to back off 

enforcing Trump's orders.enforcing Trump's orders.

“President Trump’s Executive Orders remain in place — prohibited travel will remain prohibited, and the “President Trump’s Executive Orders remain in place — prohibited travel will remain prohibited, and the 

U.S. government retains its right to revoke visas at any time if required for national security or public U.S. government retains its right to revoke visas at any time if required for national security or public 

safety,” the statement read. “President Trump’s Executive Order affects a minor portion of international safety,” the statement read. “President Trump’s Executive Order affects a minor portion of international 

travelers, and is a first step towards reestablishing control over America's borders and national security.”travelers, and is a first step towards reestablishing control over America's borders and national security.”

The department said that less than 1 percent of daily international air travelers to the United States had The department said that less than 1 percent of daily international air travelers to the United States had 

been “inconvenienced” on Saturday.been “inconvenienced” on Saturday.

Matthew Kolken, an immigration attorney based in Buffalo said there has been “a systemic bias against Matthew Kolken, an immigration attorney based in Buffalo said there has been “a systemic bias against 

individuals from Muslim countries in the U.S. immigration departments” for years, including under the individuals from Muslim countries in the U.S. immigration departments” for years, including under the 

Obama administration.Obama administration.

“This isn't unprecedented,” Kolken told The Washington Post by phone Sunday. “The unfortunate reality is “This isn't unprecedented,” Kolken told The Washington Post by phone Sunday. “The unfortunate reality is 

the executive branch does have vast discretionary authority to determine who they are going to [allow in or the executive branch does have vast discretionary authority to determine who they are going to [allow in or 

not].”not].”

Still, Kolken said, he believes “Trump has gone a step further without a doubt” in including even people who Still, Kolken said, he believes “Trump has gone a step further without a doubt” in including even people who 

are lawful permanent residents and suspending all immigration applications from people from the seven are lawful permanent residents and suspending all immigration applications from people from the seven 

countries on the banned list.countries on the banned list.

If there was evidence of disparate treatment of individuals from the same country — if there were anecdotal If there was evidence of disparate treatment of individuals from the same country — if there were anecdotal 

evidence of, for example, a Syrian family of one religious background allowed to enter over that of another evidence of, for example, a Syrian family of one religious background allowed to enter over that of another 

religious background — then that is where lawsuits could come into play, he said.religious background — then that is where lawsuits could come into play, he said.

5-Minute Fix newsletter5-Minute Fix newsletter

Keeping up with politics is easy now.Keeping up with politics is easy now.
Sign up
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“The question becomes whether they're trying to do an end-around by couching the ban as a country-“The question becomes whether they're trying to do an end-around by couching the ban as a country-

specific ban based on a security-related issues when in reality it's a religious ban,” Kolken said.specific ban based on a security-related issues when in reality it's a religious ban,” Kolken said.

Read more:Read more:

Fact Checker: What you need to know about terror threat from foreigners and Trump’s executive orderFact Checker: What you need to know about terror threat from foreigners and Trump’s executive order

‘I am heartbroken’: Malala criticizes Trump for ‘closing the door on children’ fleeing violence‘I am heartbroken’: Malala criticizes Trump for ‘closing the door on children’ fleeing violence

A ship full of refugees fleeing the Nazis once begged the U.S. for entry. They were turned back.A ship full of refugees fleeing the Nazis once begged the U.S. for entry. They were turned back.

Trump’s travel ban could make Rex Tillerson’s potential job harder, a former defense secretary saysTrump’s travel ban could make Rex Tillerson’s potential job harder, a former defense secretary says

Amy B Wang is a general assignment reporter for The Washington Post.  Follow @amybwang
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